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'Poetry, always foremost of the arts in traditional
Africa, has continued to compete for primacy against
the newer forms of prose fiction and theatre drama.'
This wonderfully comprehensive anthology of African
poetry has been expanded to include ninety-nine
poets from twenty-seven countries, thirty-one of
whom appear for the first time. Equally wide-ranging
is the content of the poetry itself: war songs and
political protests jostle with poems about human love,
African nature and the surprises that life offers; all are
represented in these rich and colourful pages.

Understanding African Poetry
Writing My Wrongs
An African Thunderstorm & Other Poems
Izibongo: Zulu Praise-poems
Through Their Own Eyes
Canadian Journal of African Studies
The Courier
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The English Academy Review
The Ancestors & the Sacred Mountain
Chaka is a genuine masterpiece that represents one
of the earliest major contributions of black Africa to
the corpus of modern world literature. Mofolos
fictionalized life-story account of Chaka (Shaka),
translated from Sesotho by D. P. Kunene, begins with
the future Zulu kings birth followed by the
unwarranted taunts and abuse he receives during
childhood and adolescence. The author manipulates
events leading to Chakas status of great Zulu warrior,
conqueror, and king to emphasize classic tragedys
psychological themes of ambition and power, cruelty,
and ultimate ruin. Mofolos clever nods to the
supernatural add symbolic value. Kunenes fine
translation renders the dramatic and tragic tensions
in Mofolos tale palpable as the richness of the authors
own culture is revealed. A substantial introduction by
the translator provides valuable context for modern
readers.

Africa
Accident of Birth
Emperor Shaka the Great
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African Perspectives of King Dingane
kaSenzangakhona
Emperor Shaka the Great is an epic poem based on
the Zulu oral tradition, compiled in Zulu then
translated by South African Poet Mazisi Kunene. The
epic follows the life of Shaka Zulu. The poem
documents his exploits as a king of the Zulu people,
produced considerable advances in State structure
and military technologies of the Zulu. Some critics
express concern over the historicity of the retelling.
However, Kunene's embrasure of an African
perspective on Shaka's Rule expresses an attempt at
understanding the apparent horrors observed by
Europeans in the Shaka's history.

Resurgence
Since his assassination in 1828, King Shaka
Zulu--founder of the powerful Zulu kingdom and
leader of the army that nearly toppled British colonial
rule in South Africa--has made his empire in popular
imaginations throughout Africa and the West. Shaka is
today the hero of Zulu nationalism, the centerpiece of
Inkatha ideology, a demon of apartheid, the
namesake of a South African theme park, even the
subject of a major TV film. Terrific Majestyexplores
the reasons for the potency of Shaka's image,
examining the ways it has changed over time--from
colonial legend, through Africanist idealization, to
modern cultural icon. This study suggests that
tradition cannot be freely invented, either by
European observers who recorded it or by subsequent
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African ideologues. There are particular historical
limits and constraints that operate on the activities of
invention and imagination and give the various
images of Shaka their power. These insights are
illustrated with subtlety and authority in a series of
highly original analyses. Terrific Majesty is an
exceptional work whose special contribution lies in
the methodological lessons it delivers; above all its
sophisticated rehabilitation of colonial sources for the
precolonial period, through the demonstration that
colonial texts were critically shaped by indigenous
African discourse. With its sensitivity to recent critical
studies, the book will also have a wider resonance in
the fields of history, anthropology, cultural studies,
and post-colonial literature.

English in Africa
Combining both political and social concern, this
collection of essays, talks and reviews by Dr. February
covers a remarkable range of subject matter,
knowledge and expertise, surrounding South Africa
And Bid Him Sing consists of a series of lectures, first
delivered at various institutes of higher learning in
Africa, Europe and the United States of America
between 1971 and 1985. These essays all reflect the
author’s involvement with African literature and
culture and deep interest in colonial processes. The
research links the history of the Afrikaner’s freedom
struggle - against British imperialism - and of the
Africans’ Soweto protest of 1976.

Sounds of a Cowhide Drum
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This book is a critical study of South African literature,
from colonial and pre-colonial times onwards.
Christopher Heywood discusses selected poems, plays
and prose works in five literary traditions: Khoisan,
Nguni-Sotho, Afrikaans, English, and Indian. The
discussion includes over 100 authors and selected
works, including poets from Mqhayi, Marais and
Campbell to Butler, Serote and Krog, theatre writers
from Boniface and Black to Fugard and Mda, and
fiction writers from Schreiner and Plaatje to Bessie
Head and the Nobel prizewinners Gordimer and
Coetzee. The literature is explored in the setting of
crises leading to the formation of modern South
Africa, notably the rise and fall of the Emperor
Shaka's Zulu kingdom, the Colenso crisis,
industrialisation, the colonial and post-colonial wars of
1899, 1914, and 1939, and the dissolution of
apartheid society. In Heywood's study, South African
literature emerges as among the great literatures of
the modern world.

Things Fall Apart
Ruth Finnegan's Oral Literature in Africa was first
published in 1970, and since then has been widely
praised as one of the most important books in its
field. Based on years of fieldwork, the study traces
the history of storytelling across the continent of
Africa. This revised edition makes Finnegan's groundbreaking research available to the next generation of
scholars. It includes a new introduction, additional
images and an updated bibliography, as well as its
original chapters on poetry, prose, "drum language"
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and drama, and an overview of the social, linguistic
and historical background of oral literature in Africa.
This book is the first volume in the World Oral
Literature Series, an ongoing collaboration between
OBP and World Oral Literature Project. A free online
archive of recordings and photographs that Finnegan
made during her fieldwork in the late 1960s is hosted
by the World Oral Literature Project (http: //www.oralli
terature.org/collections/rfinnegan001.html) and can
also be accessed from publisher's website.

Journal of Natal and Zulu History
Going into outer space calls to Astronaut Brooke Jones
like the sirens of old, and when the chance to be part
of the first manned mission to Mars arises, she is
ecstatic. But little does she know the fate that awaits
her on the surface of the red planet or the results of
her encounter when she gets back to Earth.

African Poetry and the English Language
Alternation
This book examines the active role played by Africans
in the pre-colonial production of historical knowledge
in South Africa, focusing on perspectives of the
second king of amaZulu, King Dingane. It draws upon
a wealth of oral traditions, izibongo, and the work of
public intellectuals such as Magolwane kaMkhathini
Jiyane and Mshongweni to present African
perspectives of King Dingane as multifaceted, and in
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some cases, constructed according to socio-political
formations and aimed at particular audiences. By
bringing African perspectives to the fore, this
innovative historiography centralizes indigenous
African languages in the production of historical
knowledge.

Oral Literature in Africa
Oswald Mbuyiseni Mtshali, South African
Poet
Jacana Media is proud to announce the forthcoming
publication of a South African classic, Sounds of a
Cowhide Drum/Imisindo Yesighubu Sesikhumba
Senkomo by Mbuyiseni Oswald Mtshali. Originally
published in 1971 by Lionel Abrahams’ Renoster
Books, it quickly became a classic but has been
unavailable for many years. The new edition carries a
simultaneous isiZulu translation of the poems, and a
new foreword by Nadine Gordimer.

Crisis and Conflict Essays on Southern
African Literature
Zulu Poems
This work provides a survey of Zulu literature and
summaries for each title. It aims to provide a useful
reference work for those who want to know more
about Zulu books published between 1970 and 1990.
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It examines various themes covered by the authors
writing in their indigenous languages, and explains
how they were able to express the socio-political
concerns of the period.

Anthropology of Southern Africa in
Periodicals to 1950
From the ritual songs and stories of the country's
earliest inhabitants to the rousing calls to action by
anti-apartheid artists, oral poetry has always been an
integral part of South Africa's literary and cultural
heritage. This book casts fresh light on the richness of
this neglected yet vibrant tradition.

Research in African Literatures
A History of South African Literature
Shaka, King of the Zulus, in African
Literature
Voicing the Text
New Perspectives on Mazisi Kunene
New York Times Bestseller A memoir of redemption,
reform, and second chances amidst America's mass
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incarceration epidemic. Shaka Senghor was raised in
a middle class neighborhood on Detroit’s east side
during the height of the 1980s crack epidemic. An
honor roll student and a natural leader, he dreamed
of becoming a doctor—but at age 11, his parents'
marriage began to unravel, and the beatings from his
mother worsened, sending him on a downward spiral
that saw him run away from home, turn to drug
dealing to survive, and end up in prison for murder at
the age of 19, fuming with anger and despair. Writing
My Wrongs is the story of what came next. During his
nineteen-year incarceration, seven of which were
spent in solitary confinement, Senghor discovered
literature, meditation, self-examination, and the
kindness of others—tools he used to confront the
demons of his past, forgive the people who hurt him,
and begin atoning for the wrongs he had committed.
Upon his release at age thirty-eight, Senghor became
an activist and mentor to young men and women
facing circumstances like his. His work in the
community and the courage to share his story led him
to fellowships at the MIT Media Lab and the Kellogg
Foundation and invitations to speak at events like TED
and the Aspen Ideas Festival. In equal turns, Writing
My Wrongs is a page-turning portrait of life in the
shadow of poverty, violence, and fear; an
unforgettable story of redemption, reminding us that
our worst deeds don’t define us; and a compelling
witness to our country’s need for rethinking its
approach to crime, prison, and the men and women
sent there. — Oprah's Super Soul 100 Member

A Survey of Zulu Literature from
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1970-1990
New Perspectives on Mazisi Kunene shares with
readers an interview inspired by correspondence and
prolonged conversations on the telephone. The focus
of this interview, Mazisi Kunene, is arguably one of
Africa's greatest poets. Kunene's contributions to
African literature as both scholar and artist remains
significant, given his commitment to writing in his
indigenous Zulu language and translating his corpus
into English. Ntongela Masilela, a close friend to
Kunene and scholar who has written extensively on
Kunene oeuvre, shares views that center primarily on
Kunene's importance in African literature, and his role
and place in South African literary and cultural
revolution.

The Infinite Within
One of the BBC's '100 Novels That Shaped Our World'
A worldwide bestseller and the first part of Achebe's
African Trilogy, Things Fall Apart is the compelling
story of one man's battle to protect his community
against the forces of change Okonkwo is the greatest
wrestler and warrior alive, and his fame spreads
throughout West Africa like a bush-fire in the
harmattan. But when he accidentally kills a clansman,
things begin to fall apart. Then Okonkwo returns from
exile to find missionaries and colonial governors have
arrived in the village. With his world thrown radically
off-balance he can only hurtle towards tragedy. First
published in 1958, Chinua Achebe's stark, coolly
ironic novel reshaped both African and world
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literature, and has sold over ten million copies in fortyfive languages. This arresting parable of a proud but
powerless man witnessing the ruin of his people
begins Achebe's landmark trilogy of works chronicling
the fate of one African community, continued in Arrow
of God and No Longer at Ease. 'His courage and
generosity are made manifest in the work' Toni
Morrison 'The writer in whose company the prison
walls fell down' Nelson Mandela 'A great book, that
bespeaks a great, brave, kind, human spirit' John
Updike With an Introduction by Biyi Bandele

Foundations in Southern African Oral
Literature
And Bid Him Sing
A collection of papers, reprinted from Bantu Studies
and African Studies, offers textual material and
analyses of oral literature from southern Africa. The
three issues of text, genre and interpretation receive
equal attention within the volume. The editor's
intention is to provide readers with an opportunity to
explore various literary genres produced in southern
African communities - through texts and through
scholarly analysis. The transformation of literary
genres is also addressed, emphasizing the ways in
which oral performance is shaped by social forces.
The manipulation of language and oral art forms for
political gain is not new. society; praise poetry; songs;
folktales and wisdom lore; and riddles. In each case,
articles have been selected to reveal the historical
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and comparative bases of oral literary studies. points
to new directions in the analysis of oral literature and
the need for a broader contextualization of southern
African studies. The collection of essays provides the
groundwork for further exploratory studies across
cultures and genres, not only in Africa, but in the
world at large. At the same time, oral literature, and
more specifically African oral literature, needs to be
liberated in order to interact with other scholarly
disciplines. the original writings of the essays in this
volume. It is these very changes which provide
research material for scholars in oral studies. At the
same time, all students of the discipline must look at
these seminal studies in order to appreciate the
traditional bases of oral performance today.

Terrific Majesty
Chaka
The African Book Publishing Record
Includes Proceedings of the Executive council and List
of members, also section "Review of books".

South & Southern African Literature
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