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Company of Liars
From the author of the New York Times bestseller Juliet comes a mesmerizing
novel about a young scholar who risks her reputation—and her life—on a thrilling
journey to prove that the legendary warrior women known as the Amazons actually
existed. Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for
author chats and more. Oxford lecturer Diana Morgan is an expert on Greek
mythology. Her obsession with the Amazons started in childhood when her
eccentric grandmother claimed to be one herself—before vanishing without a
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trace. Diana’s colleagues shake their heads at her Amazon fixation. But then a
mysterious, well-financed foundation makes Diana an offer she cannot refuse.
Traveling to North Africa, Diana teams up with Nick Barran, an enigmatic Middle
Eastern guide, and begins deciphering an unusual inscription on the wall of a
recently unearthed temple. There she discovers the name of the first Amazon
queen, Myrina, who crossed the Mediterranean in a heroic attempt to liberate her
kidnapped sisters from Greek pirates, only to become embroiled in the most
famous conflict of the ancient world—the Trojan War. Taking their cue from the
inscription, Diana and Nick set out to find the fabled treasure that Myrina and her
Amazon sisters salvaged from the embattled city of Troy so long ago. Diana
doesn’t know the nature of the treasure, but she does know that someone is
shadowing her, and that Nick has a sinister agenda of his own. With danger lurking
at every turn, and unsure of whom to trust, Diana finds herself on a daring and
dangerous quest for truth that will forever change her world. Sweeping from
England to North Africa to Greece and the ruins of ancient Troy, and navigating
between present and past, The Lost Sisterhood is a breathtaking, passionate
adventure of two women on parallel journeys, separated by time, who must fight to
keep the lives and legacy of the Amazons from being lost forever. Praise for The
Lost Sisterhood “Impossible to put down . . . Meticulous research, a delicious
mystery, and characters that leap from the story make this brilliant book a Perfect
10.”—Romance Reviews Today “Anne Fortier tells two tales of adventure, mystery
and romance . . . reminiscent of The Da Vinci Code with a hint of A Discovery of
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Witches.”—Fredericksburg Free Lance–Star “Boldly original . . . will intrigue lovers
of ancient worlds as well as those who are just fans of a good
story.”—Bookreporter “A gorgeous journey from England to North Africa to Greece,
thrilling readers with beautiful settings, courageous women and breathtaking
adventure.”—BookPage “Grounded in a thorough knowledge of classical literature,
this skillful interweaving of plausible archaeological speculation, ancient
mythology, and exciting modern adventure will delight fans of such authors as
Kate Mosse and Katherine Neville.”—Library Journal (starred review) “The Lost
Sisterhood is a spellbinding adventure, a tale of two courageous women separated
by millennia but pursuing interwoven quests: one to protect and lead her sisters
through a dangerous ancient world, the other to prove that the legendary tribe of
women truly existed, and that their legacy endures.”—Jennifer Chiaverini, author of
Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker and The Spymistress From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Lost Sisterhood
In a deeply personal anthology of writings, the author of The Accidental and Hotel
World shares excerpts from the works that have shaped and influenced her life and
career as a writer, including selections from Plath, Spark, Yeats, Atwood, Lispector,
and other diverse authors. Original. 17,500 first printing.
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The Raven's Head
In this extraordinary novel, Karen Maitland delivers a dazzling reinterpretation of
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales—an ingenious alchemy of history, mystery, and
powerful human drama. The year is 1348. The Black Plague grips the country. In a
world ruled by faith and fear, nine desperate strangers, brought together by
chance, attempt to outrun the certain death that is running inexorably toward
them. Each member of this motley company has a story to tell. From Camelot, the
relic-seller who will become the group’s leader, to Cygnus, the one-armed
storyteller . . . from the strange, silent child called Narigorm to a painter and his
pregnant wife, each has a secret. None is what they seem. And one among them
conceals the darkest secret of all—propelling these liars to a destiny they never
saw coming. Magical, heart-quickening, and raw, Company of Liars is a work of
vaulting imagination from a powerful new voice in historical fiction.

Liars and Thieves (A Company of Liars short story)
The Falcons of Fire and Ice by Karen Maitland, author of the hugely popular
Company of Liars, is a powerful historical thriller which takes you right back to the
darkest corners of the 16th century. Intelligently written and meticulously
researched, it is a real treat for all fans of CJ Sansom and Umberto Eco's The Name
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of the Rose. 'A tour de force: dark and woven with the supernatural' Daily Mail
1564, Lisbon. The Inquisition displays its power and ruthlessly spreads fear.
Heretics are tortured and burned. Any who oppose the Church's will realize that
silence is preferable to a slow and agonizing death. Isabela, daughter of the
Falconer at the Royal Court, is about to be caught in the Church's terrifying
schemes. The slaughter of two of the King's precious white falcons sees her father
arrested and imprisoned. As punishment he and his family will be killed unless the
birds are replaced. Isabela, young and headstrong, decides that only she can save
her father. These birds are impossibly rare, and she will have to travel far and into
strange lands to find them to clear her father's name. It is a journey that will take
her into a dark and dangerous world filled with menacing people driven by fearful
beliefs. And, unfortunately for Isabela, the Church has sent a companion to ensure
she never returns . . . Step back in time with Karen Maitland's Dark Tales and
discover a world full of imagination in The Falcons of Fire and Ice - 'a thrilling
horrible vision of the Dark Ages' Metro Karen Maitland travelled and worked in
many parts of the United Kingdom before finally settling in the beautiful medieval
city of Lincoln. She is the author of The White Room, Company of Liars, The Owl
Killersand The Gallows Curse. The latter three titles are available as Penguin
paperbacks.

The Lady's Slipper
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1660. King Charles II has returned from exile, but memories of the English Civil
War still rankle. There are old scores to settle, and religious differences threaten to
overturn a fragile peace. When Alice Ibbetson discovers a rare orchid, the Lady's
Slipper, growing in a wood belonging to Richard Wheeler, she is captivated by its
beauty— though Wheeler, a Quaker, is determined to keep the flower where God
intended it to grow. Knowing that the orchid is the last of its kind, she steals the
flower, little dreaming that her seemingly simple act will set off a chain of events
that will lead to murder and exile, and change her life forever

Restoration
Step back in time with Karen Maitland, author of the hugely popular Company of
Liars. This dark tale is sure to thrill fans of The Witchfinder's Sister and C. J.
Sansom with its chilling recreation of the Peasants' Revolt. **Includes an exclusive
preview of Karen's new medieval thriller, A Gathering of Ghosts** 'A gem, crafted
in the darkness Maitland has produced another gripping tale, from a darker age,
which has surprising resonances with the present' Independent on Sunday By the
pricking of my thumbs Lincoln, 1380. A raven-haired widow is newly arrived in John
of Gaunt's city, with her two unnaturally beautiful children in tow. The widow Catlin
seems kind, helping wool merchant Robert of Bassingham care for his ill wife.
Surely it makes sense for Catlin and her family to move into Robert's home? But
when first Robert's wife - and then others - start dying unnatural deaths, the
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whispers turn to witchcraft. The reign of Richard II brings bloody revolution, but
does it also give shelter to the black arts? And which is more deadly for the
innocents of Lincoln? What readers are saying about The Vanishing Witch:
'Engrossing, enchanting and mysterious - this book kept my mind busy from start
to finish' 'Compulsive reading. Thoroughly researched, highly informative and just
a downright good story!' 'Magical and mysterious. Against this fascinating historical
background, Maitland weaves a sinister tale of witchcraft, betrayal and terror'

The Vanishing Witch
1210 and a black force is sweeping England. For a vengeful King John has seized
control of the Church, leaving corpses to lie in unconsecrated ground, babies
unbaptized in their cradles and the people terrified of dying in sin. And in the
village of Gastmere, the consequences grow darker still when Elena, a servant girl,
is dragged into a conspiracy to absolve the sins of the lord of the manor. As the
terrors that soon begin to plague Elena's sleep grow darker, in desperation she
visits the cunning woman, who has been waiting for just such an opportunity to
fulfil an ancient curse conjured at the gallows. Elena, haunted by this curse and
threatened with death for a crime she didn't commit, flees the village only to find
her nightmare has barely begun. For treachery lurks in every shadow as King
John's brutal reign makes enemies of brothers, murderers of virgins and sinners of
us all.
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Hill of Bones
Wolfskin is the first of a fantasy duet in The Light Isles series from Juliet Marillier,
weaving history and folklore into a saga of adventure, romance, and magic. All
young Eyvind ever wanted was to become a great Viking warrior--a Wolfskin--and
perform honorable deeds out in the name of his War fathergod, Thor. He can think
of no future more glorious. And the chance to make it happen is his when his older
brother Ulf is brought the tale of a magical land across the sea, a place where men
with courage could go to conquer a land and bring glory to themselves. They set
out to find this fabled land and discover a windswept and barren place, but one
filled with unexpected beauty and hidden treasures and a people who are willing to
share their bounty. Ulf's new settlement begins in harmony with the natives of the
isles led by the gentle king Engus. And Eyvind finds a treasure of his own in the
young Nessa, niece of the king, seer, and princess. His life will change forever as
she claims his heart for her own. But someone has come along to this new land
who is not what he seems. Eyvind's heartfriend, Somerled, the strange and lonely
boy Eyvind befriended so long ago has a secret--and his own plans for the future.
The blood oath that they swore in childhood binds them in lifelong loyalty, and
Somerled is calling in the debt of honor. What he asks might just doom Evyind to
kill the only thing that he has ever truly loved. Will the price of honor create the
destruction of all that Eyvind holds dear? At the Publisher's request, this title is
being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
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The Paris Winter
AD 848.Bernwyn of Lythe, the young daughter of an ealdorman, spurns marriage
and chooses to remain a virgin dedicated to Christ. When she is found murdered in
the chapel where she kept her nightly vigils, it is thought that she has fallen victim
to the Viking raiders who are ravaging the country and the butterflies found resting
on her body are taken to be a sign from God. But what if Bernwyn was not all she
seemed? Could the saintly deeds attributed to her have been carried out by
someone else and the people have set up a shrine to a false virgin? Throughout
the ages, St Bernwyn comes to be regarded as the patron saint of those suffering
from skin diseases, and many are drawn on pilgrimage to her shrines. But from a
priory in Wales to the Greek island of Sifnos, it seems that anywhere that St
Bernwyn is venerated, bitter rivalry breaks out. So when a famous poet is inspired
to tell the story of the saint, perhaps it is little wonder that he finds himself writing
a satirical piece on the credulity of man.

The False Virgin
From the New York Times bestselling author of Labyrinth-"a rich brew of
supernaturalism and intrigue."(Kirkus Reviews) In 1891, young Léonie Vernier and
her brother arrive at the home of their widowed aunt in Rennes-le-Bains, in
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southwest France. But nothing is as Léonie had imagined. Their aunt is young,
willowy, and beautiful, and the estate is a subject of local superstition. Villagers
claim that Léonie's late uncle died after summoning a demon from the old Visigoth
sepulchre on its grounds More than a century later, Meredith Martin, an American
graduate student, arrives in Rennes-le- Bains while researching the life of Claude
Debussy. Haunted by a Tarot reading she had in Paris-and possessing the
mysterious deck of cards-she checks into a grand old hotel built on the site of a
famous mountain estate destroyed by fire in 1896. There, the pack of Tarot cards
and a piece of 19th-century music known as Sepulchre 1891 hold the key to her
fate-just as they did to the fate of Léonie Vernier.

Once Were Cops
“Part historical novel, part futuristic adventure . . . chock full of curious lore and
considerable suspense.”—Entertainment Weekly It is history's most feared disease.
It turned neighbor against neighbor, the civilized into the savage, and the living
into the dead. Now, in a spellbinding novel of adventure and science, romance and
terror, two eras are joined by a single trace of microscopic bacterium—the invisible
seeds of a new bubonic plague. In the year 1348, a disgraced Spanish physician
crosses a landscape of horrors to Avignon, France. There, he will be sent on an
impossible mission to England, to save the royal family from the Black Death. . . .
Nearly seven hundred years later, a woman scientist digs up a clod of earth in
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London. In a world where medicine is tightly controlled, she will unearth a terror
lying dormant for centuries. From the primitive cures of the Middle Ages to the
biological police state of our near future, The Plague Tales is a thrilling race against
time and mass destruction. For in 2005, humankind's last hope for survival can
come only from one place: out of a dark and tortured past. Praise for The Plague
Tales “Benson reveals a formidable talent as she blends historical fiction with a
near-future bio-thriller.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “Harrowing . . . Will
give readers both nightmares and thrills . . . A carefully woven page-turner from
which . . . Robin Cook and Michael Crichton could learn.”—Library Journal “A hardto-put-down thriller steeped in historical fiction and bio-tech sci-fi.”—Middlesex
News (Mass.)

Wicked Children
"Baroque, Byzantine and beautiful--not to mention bold. An enthralling puzzle
picture of a book" --M. R. Carey, author of the best-selling The Girl With All the Gifts
"Compelling the love child of Gormenghast and Hogwarts." --The Guardian 1558:
Twelve children, gifted far beyond their years, are banished by their Tudor queen
to the town of Rotherweird. Some say they are the Golden Generation; some say
the devil's spawn. But everyone knows they are to be revered--and feared. Four
and a half centuries later, cast adrift from the rest of England by Elizabeth I and
still bound by its ancient laws, Rotherweird's independence is subject to one
Page 11/33

Read Book Company Of Liars Karen Maitland
disturbing condition: no one, but no one studies the town or its history. Then an
Outsider arrives, a man of unparalleled wealth and power, enough to buy the
whole of Rotherweird--deeply buried secrets and all

Whiskey When We're Dry
Named a Best Book by Entertainment Weekly, O Magazine, Goodreads, Southern
Living, Outside Magazine, Oprah.com, HelloGiggles, Parade, Fodor's Travel, Sioux
City Journal, Read it Forward, Medium.com, and NPR's All Things Considered. "A
thunderclap of originality, here is a fresh voice and fresh take on one of the oldest
stories we tell about ourselves as Americans and Westerners. It's riveting in all the
right ways -- a damn good read that stayed with me long after closing the covers."
- Timothy Egan, New York Times bestselling author of The Worst Hard Time From a
blazing new voice in fiction, a gritty and lyrical American epic about a young
woman who disguises herself as a boy and heads west In the spring of 1885,
seventeen-year-old Jessilyn Harney finds herself orphaned and alone on her
family's homestead. Desperate to fend off starvation and predatory neighbors, she
cuts off her hair, binds her chest, saddles her beloved mare, and sets off across the
mountains to find her outlaw brother Noah and bring him home. A talented
sharpshooter herself, Jess's quest lands her in the employ of the territory's violent,
capricious Governor, whose militia is also hunting Noah--dead or alive. Wrestling
with her brother's outlaw identity, and haunted by questions about her own, Jess
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must outmaneuver those who underestimate her, ultimately rising to become a
hero in her own right. Told in Jess's wholly original and unforgettable voice,
Whiskey When We're Dry is a stunning achievement, an epic as expansive as
America itself--and a reckoning with the myths that are entwined with our history.

Pure
Cerdic, a young boy who has the ability to see into the future, has a mysterious
treasure in his possession. A blind old woman once gave him a miniature knife with
an ivory bear hilt - the symbol of King Arthur - and told him that when the time
comes he will know what he has to do with it. But when he and his brother,
Baradoc, are enlisted into King Arthur's army, he finds that trouble seems to follow
him wherever he goes. When Baradoc dies fighting with King Arthur in an ambush
of the Saxons on Solsbury Hill, Cerdic buries the dagger in the side of the hill as a
personal tribute to his brother. Throughout history, Solsbury Hill continues to be
the scene of murder, theft and the search for buried treasure. Religion, politics and
the spirit of King Arthur reign over the region, wreaking havoc and leaving a trail of
corpses and treasure buried in the hill as an indication of its turbulent past.

The Leper's Return
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Liars and Thieves is an exclusive e-novella featuring characters from Karen
Maitland's much-loved Company of Liars, set against the backdrop of the plague
outbreak of 1348. Sure to enthral fans of Minette Walters' The Last Hours and Kate
Mosse's The Burning Chambers. 'Combines the storytelling traditions of The
Canterbury Tales with the supernatural suspense of Mosse's Sepulchre in this
atmospheric tale of treachery and magic' Marie Claire on Company of Liars
Camelot and Narigorm the rune reader return to delight fans of Karen Maitland's
classic novel as the company - in their desperate bid to outrun the plague encounter a band of outlaws, who are making the most of the breakdown in law
and order to steal from the weak and kill at leisure. But in the child Narigorm they
might just have met their match - for plague is the lesser of those two evils. What
readers are saying about Liars and Thieves: 'If you read Company of Liars, you'll
love this. A wonderful short story' 'A short but excellent read from this consistently
reliable author' 'An interesting gap filler. Atmospheric, dark, occasionally gruesome
and mildly creepy. A nice reminder of the original characters and storyline'

How They Met and Other Stories
Named one of the Ten Best Books About Food of 2018 by Smithsonian magazine
MAD Dispatches: Furthering Our Ideas About Food Good food is the common
ground shared by all of us, and immigration is fundamental to good food. In
eighteen thoughtful and engaging essays and stories, You and I Eat the Same
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explores the ways in which cooking and eating connect us across cultural and
political borders, making the case that we should think about cuisine as a
collective human effort in which we all benefit from the movement of people,
ingredients, and ideas. An awful lot of attention is paid to the differences and
distinctions between us, especially when it comes to food. But the truth is that food
is that rare thing that connects all people, slipping past real and imaginary barriers
to unify humanity through deliciousness. Don’t believe it? Read on to discover
more about the subtle (and not so subtle) bonds created by the ways we eat.
Everybody Wraps Meat in Flatbread: From tacos to dosas to pancakes, bundling
meat in an edible wrapper is a global practice. Much Depends on How You Hold
Your Fork: A visit with cultural historian Margaret Visser reveals that there are
more similarities between cannibalism and haute cuisine than you might think.
Fried Chicken Is Common Ground: We all share the pleasure of eating crunchy fried
birds. Shouldn’t we share the implications as well? If It Does Well Here, It Belongs
Here: Chef René Redzepi champions the culinary value of leaving your comfort
zone. There Is No Such Thing as a Nonethnic Restaurant: Exploring the American
fascination with “ethnic” restaurants (and whether a nonethnic cuisine even
exists). Coffee Saves Lives: Arthur Karuletwa recounts the remarkable path he took
from Rwanda to Seattle and back again.

The Plague Tales
Page 15/33

Read Book Company Of Liars Karen Maitland
Step back in time with Karen Maitland, author of the much-loved Company of Liars,
as she explores some true-crime cases of murderous children throughout history.
In Wicked Children: Murderous Tales from History, the Dark Ages meets Stephen
King's Carrie or We Need to Talk About Kevin. 'A brilliant writer, with a real sense of
history' Susanna Gregory 'An adult who commits murder usually has some kind of
motive we can understand, however twisted, but a child who kills often does it
simply because they discover they can - and no one is stopping them.' Karen
Maitland, Queen of the Dark Ages, has created possibly some of the most wicked
children in fiction. From Narigorm, the child rune reader with a penchant for death,
from Company of Liars, to the scheming yet devastatingly beautiful Leonia in The
Vanishing Witch, they revel in manipulating the world around them - and those
foolish enough to cross them. In Wicked Children: Murderous Tales from History,
Karen Maitland explores some of the real-life cases of dangerous and powerful
children which have inspired her own young - but deadly - characters. What
readers are saying about Wicked Children: 'A short and not all sweet story from the
brilliant Karen Maitland. Just as good as all the other full-length novels' 'Excellent
writing from Karen Maitland, as always'

Company of Liars
In 1321, the English town of Ulewic teeters between survival and destruction, faith
and doubt, God and demons. Against this intense backdrop, a group of women
Page 16/33

Read Book Company Of Liars Karen Maitland
have formed a beguinage, a self-sustaining community of women. Led by the
strong-willed Servant Martha, these women are committed to a code of celibacy
and prayer, hard work and charity that is unsanctioned by the all-powerful church.
Still, the villagers have come to rely on this remarkable group of women for their
very lives. And seeking shelter among them now is the youngest daughter of
Ulewic’s lord, a man who holds power over them all. But when a series of natural
calamities strikes, the beguinage’s enemies make their move, stirring the
superstitious villagers with dark rumors of unspeakable depravities and unleashing
upon the defiant all-female community the full force of their vengeance in the
terrifying form of the Owl Killers. Men cloaked in masks and secrecy, ruling with
violence and intimidation—the Owl Killers draw battle lines. In this village ravaged
by flood and disease, the women of the beguinage must draw upon their deepest
strength if they are to overcome the raging storm of long-held secrets and
shattering lies.

The Sacred Stone
A woman accused of murder is caught in a tortuous psychological maze that leaves
her only one escape—suicide. Or does it? Told in reverse chronological order, from
its enigmatic end to its brilliant beginning, In the Company of Liars is a tantalizing
tour de force—a “compelling new novel of intrigue, murder, and terrorism” (The
Philadelphia Inquirer).
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The Lost Prince
There is but one Paris. Vincent Van Gogh Maud Heighton came to Lafond's famous
Academie to paint, and to flee the constraints of her small English town. It took all
her courage to escape, but Paris, she quickly realizes, is no place for a light purse.
While her fellow students enjoy the dazzling decadence of the Belle Epoque, Maud
slips into poverty. Quietly starving, and dreading another cold Paris winter, she
stumbles upon an opportunity when Christian Morel engages her as a live-in
companion to his beautiful young sister, Sylvie. Maud is overjoyed by her good
fortune. With a clean room, hot meals, and an umbrella to keep her dry, she is able
to hold her head high as she strolls the streets of Montmartre. No longer hostage
to poverty and hunger, Maud can at last devote herself to her art. But all is not as
it seems. Christian and Sylvie, Maud soon discovers, are not quite the darlings they
pretend to be. Sylvie has a secret addiction to opium and Christian has an ominous
air of intrigue. As this dark and powerful tale progresses, Maud is drawn further
into the Morels' world of elegant deception. Their secrets become hers, and soon
she is caught in a scheme of betrayal and revenge that will plunge her into the
darkness that waits beneath this glittering city of light.

A Gathering of Ghosts
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Everyday life in medieval England seen through the eyes of Marion, the wife of a
carpenter. The novel follows her daily grind, living in a dirty one-room hut, giving
birth to children who die, lugging water, battling rats and using a pool for a mirror.
A first novel.

The Ballroom
For fans of Downton Abbey, the second volume of the critically acclaimed Cazalet
saga takes readers into the lives of an extended British family and their devoted
retinue It is 1939, and Hitler has just invaded Poland. The exigencies of wartime
will force the Cazalets to make difficult choices as the older children are evacuated
from London and settled in Home Place, their longtime Sussex summer estate.
Narrated primarily through the voices of three Cazalet cousins—sixteen-year-old
Louise and fourteen-year-old Polly and Clary—Marking Time details the continuing
saga of their fathers. With the outbreak of war, Edward is determined to do his part
for England. Hugh, crippled in World War I, must sit back and watch other men
fight for their country, including his brother Rupert, who enlists and goes missing in
action. The Cazalets’ story plays out against the greater drama unfolding on the
world stage. Three young girls yearn for the freedom they believe adulthood will
confer upon them in this tale of struggle and sacrifice, love and loss, as a new
generation of Cazalets makes itself heard. With strong female characters such as
the stoic Kitty; her daughter, Rachel, who’s in a relationship with another woman;
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and the loyal governess Miss Milliment, Marking Time explores the role of women
during the war amid early stirrings of feminism.

The Gallows Curse
“[A] rollicking new historical thriller…taut, made-for-movie-theater tension and
delicious, snickering-from-the-back-row wit.” —New York Times Book Review In this
first novel of the exhilarating Agents of the Crown series, a man who will become
the original MI6 agent protects England and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I from
Spain’s nefarious plan to crush the Age of the Enlightenment. After centuries
locked in an endless cycle of poverty, persecution, and barbarity, Europe has
finally emerged into the Age of Enlightenment. Scientists, philosophers, scholars,
and poets alike believe this to be a new era of reason and hope for all. But the
forces of darkness haven’t completely dissipated, as Spain hunts and butchers any
who dare to defy its ironclad Catholic orthodoxy. Only one nation can fight the
black shadow that threatens this new age, and that is Britain, now ruled by a
brilliant young Queen Elizabeth I. But although she may be brave and headstrong,
Elizabeth knows she cannot win this war simply by force of arms. After her armies
have been slashed in half, her treasury is on its knees. Elizabeth needs a new kind
of weapon forged to fight a new kind of war, in which stealth and secrecy, not
bloodshed, are the means. In this tense situation, Her Majesty’s Secret Service is
born with the charismatic John Dee at its head. A scholar, a soldier, and an
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alchemist, Dee is loyal only to the truth and to his Queen. And for her, the woman
he’s forbidden from loving, he is prepared to risk his life. A visceral and heartpumping historical thriller, The Eyes of the Queen is perfect for fans of Ken Follett
and Dan Brown.

The Imp of Eye
The clearing of a cemetery stokes the fires of revolution in eighteenth-century
France in this Costa Prize–winning “novel of ideas disguised as a ghost story” (The
New York Times). Paris, 1785. An ambitious young engineer, Jean-Baptiste Baratte
arrives in Paris charged with emptying the overflowing cemetery of Les Innocents,
an ancient site whose stench is poisoning the neighborhood’s air and water. A selfstyled modern man of reason, Baratte sees his work as a chance to clear away the
burden of history. But he soon suspects that the destruction of the cemetery might
be a prelude to his own fate—and the demise of the social order. As unrest against
the court of Louis XVI mounts, the engineer realizes that the future he had planned
may no longer be the one he wants. His assignment sets him on a path of
discovery and desire, as well as relentless labor, assault, and sudden death. “Pure
is a compelling, timely novel—with its throb of revolution, of ordinary people
arising in anger—a narrative that takes death as its subject yet races with life.”
—The Guardian
Page 21/33

Read Book Company Of Liars Karen Maitland
Company of Liars
A New York Times Notable Book In medieval England, a runaway scholar-priest
named Nicholas Barber has joined a traveling theater troupe as they make their
way toward their liege lord's castle. In need of money, they decide to perform at a
village en route. When their traditional morality plays fail to garner them an
audience, they begin to stage the "the play of Thomas Wells"--their own depiction
of the real-life drama unfolding within the village around the murder of a young
boy. The villagers believe they have already identified the killer, and the troupe
believes their play will be a straightforward depiction of justice served. But soon
the players soon learn that the details of the crime are elusive, and the lines
between performance and reality become blurred as they discover, scene by
scene, line by line, what really happened. Thought-provoking and unforgettable,
Morality Play is at once a masterful work of historical fiction, a gripping murder
mystery, and a literary work of the first order.

In the Company of Liars
Coming to New York City as part of an exchange program with the NYPD and the
Irish Guards, Michael O'Shea, a psychopath teetering on the edge of insanity, is
paired with Kebar, an unstable cop seeking revenge for the brutal rape of his
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sister, at the same time that a madman is terrorizing the streets of the city with a
series of murderous attacks on young women. 30,000 first printing.

Sepulchre
The Owl Killers
The town is a powder keg ready to explode All it needs is a match. England, 1320.
The threat of civil war lies heavily on the kingdom. The monk Ralph of Houndeslow
is new to Crediton’s leper hospital. He finds that not only are his charges
appallingly ill, but bigotry means that they are all shunned by the people of the
town. The citizens of Crediton are appalled when the goldsmith is found murdered,
and his daughter assaulted. Sir Baldwin Furnshill and Simon Puttock quickly try to
piece together the events of that night, yet as they gradually learn the truth, the
shock becomes overwhelming. Meanwhile, the lepers lie victim to the rising hatred
of the locals as fear and loathing are whipped into a frenzy of persecution. It’s up
to Baldwin and Simon to pour water on the blazing rumours. Civil war, a murder
investigation and full scale public uproar with dark implications put Baldwin and
Simon to the test once again An exceptional historical mystery from a true master
of the genre, perfect for fans of C. J. Sansom, Rory Clements and Susanna Gregory.
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Praise for Michael Jecks 'Michael Jecks is the master of the medieval whodunnit'
Robert Low 'A gem of historical storytelling' Northern Echo 'Michael Jecks is a
national treasure' Scotland on Sunday

The Eyes of the Queen
“The Lost Prince can stand independently of The Little Book … but why deprive
yourself of the pleasures of reading both?” —Booklist Recently returned from fin de
siècle Vienna, where she tragically lost the first great love of her life, Eleanor
Burden settles into her expected place in Boston society, marries a suitable
husband, and waits for life to come to her. Eleanor’s story is not unlike that of the
other young women she grew up with in 1890’s Boston, except for one difference:
Eleanor believes herself to have advance knowledge of every major historical
event to come in her lifetime. But soon Eleanor’s script of events begins to unravel,
and she must find the courage of her deepest convictions, discover the difference
between predetermination and free will, find faith in her own sanity, and decide
whether she will allow history to unfold come what may — or use her extraordinary
gifts to bend history and deliver the life she is meant to have.

Down the Common
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The year is 1348 and the first plague victim has reached English shores. Panic
erupts around the country and a small band of travellers comes together to outrun
the deadly disease, unaware that something far more deadly is -in fact - travelling
with them. The ill-assorted company - a scarred trader in holy relics, a conjurer,
two musicians, a healer and a deformed storyteller - are all concealing secrets and
lies. And at their heart is the strange, cold child - Narigorm - who reads the runes.
But as law and order breaks down across the country and the battle for survival
becomes ever more fierce, Narigorm mercilessly compels each of her fellow
travellers to reveal the truth and each in turn is driven to a cruel and unnatural
death.

Wolfskin
1067. In the desolate wastes of Greenland, a band of hunters discover a strangelyshaped meteor which has fallen from the sky. At first, the mysterious 'sky-stone'
seems to bring good luck, healing a lame boy and guaranteeing a good catch of
furs. But violence and murder soon follow in fortune's wake as the villagers fight
and struggle among themselves to get control of the precious stone. Over the next
six hundred years, the Sky-Stone falls into the hands of crusading knights, the
wicked Sheriff of Devon, a group of radical young kabalists, the dying King Henry III
and a band of travelling players. Each time, the stone brings treachery, discord and
violent death to those who seek to possess it.
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You and I Eat the Same
Pagans tackle the Knights of St John with terrible consequences in the new
medieval thriller by Queen of the Dark Ages, Karen Maitland. Set on the wilds of
Dartmoor, this is a ghostly tale for fans of The Essex Serpent, C. J. Sansom's
Shardlake series and The Burning Chambers by Kate Mosse. 'A dark read fear and
hysteria are portrayed with claustrophobic skill' The Times on THE PLAGUE
CHARMER 1316. On the wilds of Dartmoor stands the isolated Priory of St Mary,
home to the Sisters of the Knights of St John. People journey from afar in search of
healing at the holy well that lies beneath its chapel. But the locals believe
Dartmoor was theirs long before Christianity came to the land. And not all who visit
seek miracles. When three strangers reach the moor, fear begins to stir as the
well's waters run with blood. What witchcraft have the young woman, the Knight of
St John and the blind child brought with them? The Sisters will need to fight for
everything they hold dear as the ghosts of the Old World gather in their midst.

Rotherweird
While the storm clouds of the Wars of the Roses gather in fifteenth century London,
Barnabas, a streetwise thirteen year-old orphan, dreams of sailing away to foreign
countries. His mistress, Margery Jourdemayne, the Witch of Eye, and his guardian,
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CanonThomas Southwell, plot to use his clairvoyant talents to further their
ambitions. Vain and ambitious Eleanor, Duchess of Gloucester, turns to the Witch
of Eye to conceive a child to secure her position as the wife of the heir to the
throne, but her husband’s enemies are determined to use her actions to bring
about his downfall. Can this young imp, Barnabas, steer a safe path through the
dangerous web of intrigue and suspicion that surrounds him? Will his ‘sight’ save
him from burning in the flames of a witch’s pyre? And will Eleanor conceive a child,
or will her follies prove her undoing? ‘Fast-paced and moving, ‘The Imp of Eye’ is
the memorable story of real events told in the distinctive voice of a unique and
loveable character.’ – Karen Charlton, author of The Detective Lavender Mysteries
‘A jewel of a story, set among the royal courts and the dark alleys of medieval
London, where intrigue, betrayal and witchcraft are woven into a poisoned web to
trap the innocent. The characters are so compelling that I was struggling to
breathe as the net tightened around them. This is story-telling at its best.’- Karen
Maitland, author of Company of Liars Book One of the Renaissance Sojourner
Series

Morality Play
A meditation on the Victorian novel and a sprawling epic tale of a man's quest for
his identity follows John Huffman as he journeys to the heart of the Quincunx to
reveal his elusive past
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The White Room
The Raven's Head by Karen Maitland, author of the bestselling and much-loved
Company of Liars, will delight fans of Game of Thrones or Deborah Harkness
seeking a new, dark fix. 'An atmospheric and dark story' The Times Never trust
your secrets to a Raven when you are not its true master 1224. Langley Manor,
Norfolk. Lord Sylvain has been practising alchemy in hiding for years and now only
the Apothecary's niece can help him with final preparations to forge the
Philosopher's Stone. Alchemy calls for symbols - and victims - and when a man in
possession of an intricately carved raven's head arrives at the Manor in a clumsy
attempt at blackmail, Sylvain has both symbol and victim within easy reach. But
the White Canons in nearby Langley Abbey are concealing a crucial, missing
ingredient Regulus, a small boy with a large destiny.

The First Murder
A searing novel of forbidden love on the Yorkshire moors—“a British version of One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” (The Times U.K.)—from the author of the critically
acclaimed debut Wake England, 1911. At Sharston Asylum, men and women are
separated by thick walls and barred windows. But on Friday nights, they are
allowed to mingle in the asylum’s magnificent ballroom. From its balconies and
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vaulted ceilings to its stained glass, the ballroom is a sanctuary. Onstage, the
orchestra plays Strauss and Debussy while the patients twirl across the gleaming
dance floor. Amid this heady ambience, John Mulligan and Ella Fay first meet. John
is a sure-footed dancer with a clouded, secretive face; Ella is as skittish as a colt,
with her knobby knees and flushed cheeks. Despite their grim circumstances, the
unlikely pair strikes up a tenuous courtship. During the week, he writes letters
smuggled to her in secret, unaware that Ella cannot read. She enlists a friend to
read them aloud and gains resolve from the force of John’s words, each sentence a
stirring incantation. And, of course, there’s always the promise of the ballroom.
Then one of them receives an unexpected opportunity to leave Sharston for good.
As Anna Hope’s powerful, bittersweet novel unfolds, John and Ella face an
agonizing dilemma: whether to cling to familiar comforts or to confront a new
world—living apart, yet forever changed. Praise for The Ballroom “The Ballroom
successfully blends historical research with emotional intelligence to explore the
tensions and trials of the human condition with grace and insight.”—New York
Times Book Review “Part historical novel and part romance, The Ballroom paints
an incredibly rich portrait of the mentally stable forced to live in an asylum. [Anna]
Hope transports readers inside the asylum, to feel the thick humidity of the stale
summer air of the day room, and the gritty and brutal reality inside those
walls.”—Booklist “A compelling cast of emotionally resonant characters, as well as
a bittersweet climax, render Hope’s second novel a powerful, memorable
experience.”—Publishers Weekly “Hope’s writing is consistently beautiful. . . .
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Recommended for readers who enjoy historical fiction by Sarah Waters or Emma
Donoghue.”—Library Journal “A beautifully wrought novel, a tender, heartbreaking
and insightful exploration of the longings that survive in the most inhospitable
environments.”—Sunday Express “The Ballroom has all the intensity and lyricism
of [Anna] Hope’s debut, Wake. At its heart is a tender and absorbing love
story.”—Daily Mail “Compelling and masterful . . . Anna Hope has proven once
again that she is a luminary in historical fiction. . . . She delivers profound,
poignant narratives that stir the emotions.”—Yorkshire Post “As with Hope’s highly
acclaimed debut novel, Wake, the writing is elegant and insightful; she writes
beautifully about human emotion, landscape and weather.”—The Observer “A
brilliantly moving meditation on what it means to be ‘insane’ in a cruel world . . .
All the characters are vividly and sensitively drawn. . . . Deeply moving.”—The Irish
Times From the Hardcover edition.

The Falcons of Fire and Ice
Just in time for Valentine’s Day comes a confection from David Levithan that is
sure to have fans of Boy Meets Boy eager to devour it. Here are 18 stories, all
about love, all kinds of love. From the aching for the one you pine for, to standing
up and speaking up for the one you love, to pure joy and happiness, these love
stories run the gamut of that emotion that at some point has turned every one of
us inside out and upside down. What is love? With this original story collection,
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David Levithan proves that love is a many splendored thing, a varied, complicated,
addictive, wonderful thing. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Quincunx
1348. Plaque has come to England. And the lies you tell will be death of you. A
scarred trader in holy relics A conjuror A musician and his apprentice A onearmed storyteller A young couple on the run A midwife And a rune-reading girl. A
group of misfits bands together to escape the plague. But in their midst lurks a
curse darker and more malign that the pestilence they flee . . . 'An infectious tale
of medieval intrigue' Herald 'A ghostly yarn . . . a richly evocative page-turner'
Daily Express 'A wildly atmospheric and wonderfully gruesome adventure' Metro

Marking Time
The Booker shortlisted novel that “restored the historical novel to its rightful place
of honor” (New York Times). Robert Merivel, son of a glove maker and an aspiring
physician, finds his fortunes transformed when he is given a position at the court of
King Charles II. Merivel slips easily into a life of luxury and idleness,
enthusiastically enjoying the women and wine of the vibrant Restoration age. But
when he’s called on to serve the king in an unusual role, he transgresses the one
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law that he is forbidden to break and is brutally cast out from his newfound
paradise. Thus begins Merivel’s journey to self-knowledge, which will take him
down into the lowest depths of seventeenth-century society.

The Book Lover
1154, Oseney Priory, Oxford. When the first performance of The Play of Adamends
in tragedy, the author is compelled to pen a grim warning for the generations that
follow: 'BEWARE THE SINS OF ENVY AND VAINGLORY, ELSE FOUL MURDER ENDS
YOUR STORY' But his words are not heeded, and as the play is performed in many
guises throughout the ages, bad luck seems to follow after those involved in its
production. When a snow storm diverts two disparate parties of travellers to the
busy market town of Carmarthen in the winter of 1199, an enigmatic stranger
appears and requests to stage the play to alleviate tensions, but on the eve of the
performance the actor chosen to play Cain is found dead. When the play is
performed in the city of Ely in 1361, the townspeople fear the play has unleashed a
demon upon the town after a gruesome discovery is made in the Cathedral. And
from Shakespeare's London to war-time Surrey, no matter the time or the place,
each production always seems to end in disaster. Perhaps it is simply the curse of
thespian rivalry that is to blame. Or does the story of man's first murder somehow
infect all who re-enact it?
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