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Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker
"The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the story not only of Mary, but also of Robert. It details how he dealt with his mother's
increasing irrationality and why it embarrassed his Victorian sensibilities; it explains the reasons he had his mother
committed, his response to her suicide attempt, and her plot to murder him. It also shows why and how he ultimately
agreed to her release from the asylum eight months early, and what their relationship was like until Mary's death."--BOOK
JACKET.

The Lincolns
A shocking portrait of the 1980s, America, and the woman whose position helped shape the values and policies of the
Reagan administration. Through over 1,000 interviews collected during four years of exhaustive research and reporting,
Kelley reveals Nancy Reagan as a superb public performer, a vain, materialistic social climber, a bitter foe and formidable
strategist—an American phenomenon.

The First Lady and the Rebel
The personal correspondences of Mary Todd Lincoln create an intimate portrait of her life and marriage to Lincoln as well as
her struggles after his death

The General’s Wife: The Life of Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant
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A biography concentrating on the childhood of the Kentucky girl who grew up to marry Abraham Lincoln.

Lincoln at Home
On the night of President Abraham Lincoln's assassination, his frantic wife, Mary, calls for her best friend and confidante,
Elizabeth Keckley, but the woman is mistakenly kept from her side by guards who were unaware of Mary Todd Lincoln's
close friendship with the black seamstress. How did these two women--one who grew up in a wealthy Southern home and
became the wife of the president of the United States, the other who was born a slave and eventually purchased her own
freedom—come to be such close companions? With vivid detail and emotional power, Ann Rinaldi delves into the childhoods
of these two fascinating women who became devoted friends and confidantes amid the turbulent times of the Lincoln
administration.

Mary Lincoln
Mary Todd Lincoln-one of the most remarkable and controversial First Ladies in American history-comes to life in this
romantic biography.

Mrs. Lincoln's Sisters
A dramatic tale filled with passion and depression, poverty and ridicule, infidelity and redemption, this is the unforgettable
story of Mary Todd Lincoln–one of history’s most enigmatic and misunderstood women. Writing from Bellevue
asylum–where the shrieks of the other inmates keep her awake at night–a famous widow finally shares the story of her life
in her own words. From her tempestuous childhood in a slaveholding Southern family through the opium clouded years
after her husband’s death, we are let into the inner, intimate world of this brave and fascinating woman. Intelligent and
unconventional–and, some thought, mad–she held séances in the White House, ran her family into debt with compulsive
shopping, negotiated with conniving politicians, and raised her young sons during the Civil War. She was also a political
strategist, a comfort to wounded soldiers, a supporter of emancipation, the first to be called First Lady, and a wife and
mother who survived the loss of three children and the assassination of her beloved husband. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Mrs. Lincoln
Travel yarns that only this best-loved author could spin. With a sharp eye and an even sharper wit, Twain is the
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quintessential tour guide of the 19th Century. Dispatches showcasing his caustic, gimlet-eyed humour, will take readers on
a trot around the globe, from Hawaii to the Holy Land to Berlin (known as "Europe's Chicago"). The delicious assemblage of
68 tales features Twain's trademark style - a combination of breezy insouciance and droll barbarism - at its very best.

Mr. Lincoln's Wife
Undoubtedly the most influential advocate for birth control even before the term existed, Margaret Sanger ignited a
movement that has shaped our society to this day. Her views on reproductive rights have made her a frequent target of
conservatives and so-called family values activists. Yet lately even progressives have shied away from her, citing socialist
leanings and a purported belief in eugenics as a blight on her accomplishments. In this captivating new biography, the
renowned feminist historian Jean H. Baker rescues Sanger from such critiques and restores her to the vaunted place in
history she once held. Trained as a nurse and midwife in the gritty tenements of New York's Lower East Side, Sanger grew
increasingly aware of the dangers of unplanned pregnancy—both physical and psychological. A botched abortion resulting
in the death of a poor young mother catalyzed Sanger, and she quickly became one of the loudest voices in favor of sex
education and contraception. The movement she started spread across the country, eventually becoming a vast
international organization with her as its spokeswoman. Sanger's staunch advocacy for women's privacy and freedom
extended to her personal life as well. After becoming a wife and mother at a relatively early age, she abandoned the
trappings of home and family for a globe-trotting life as a women's rights activist. Notorious for the sheer number of her
romantic entanglements, Sanger epitomized the type of "free love" that would become mainstream only at the very end of
her life. That she lived long enough to see the creation of the birth control pill—which finally made planned pregnancy a
reality—is only fitting.

The Mentelles
As Lincoln led the nation into the Civil War, managing the Union was effort, issuing the Emancipation Proclamation, winning
reelection in 1864, and planning the Reconstruction of the South, he also led a private life, defined by his close relationship
with his wife and by his devotion to his children. Lincoln at Home offers a view into the life of family through their written
correspondence. With a brief account of their first years in the White House and the complete collection of all the known
letters exchanged by Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln, this elegant portrait defines the sixteenth president as a dedicated -though often a desperately busy and distracted -- family man. Lincoln at Home is an intimate and rare glimpse of the
president as husband and father, a cheerful man pinned to the floor while playing with his children, and a desolate man
struck down with grief at the death of his son. Beyond this, we are shown a personal side of the man who managed one of
the most difficult periods in American history.
Page 3/16

Get Free Mary Todd Lincoln A Biography Jean H Baker
The Insanity File
More fascinating than fiction, this is the moving story of the most misunderstood woman in American history The truth
about Mary Lincoln has for nearly a century been hidden under a mountain of myth. They said Lincoln really loved Ann
Rutledge. That he had tried to avoid marriage to Mary Todd, that his wife hurt him politically though she drove him to the
Presidency, that she embarrassed him financially as well as socially and inflicted on him the agony of adjustment to her
psychopathic personality. Now for the first time, the true woman beneath the myth is presented. The veil of legend
surrounding Mary Lincoln is torn aside and an entirely new picture of a woman and a marriage emerges. Here, through the
eyes of the people who knew the Lincolns, through the long-lost telegrams and letters they sent each other, comes the
story of their day-to-day life together. It begins in Springfield, and there, many years later, it ends. But the truth of those
years gives evidence to restore Mary Todd Lincoln to her rightful place in history and in the affections of the American
people. Acclaimed by the critics “Never has such a story seemed better worth telling or better told.”—SATURDAY REVIEW
“This is an important and definitive volume.”—AMERICAN HISTORY REVIEW “Out of the most searching scrutiny ever leveled
on the Lincolns’ family affairs comes the picture of a tempestuous yet essentially happy marriage.”—NEW YORK HERALD
TRIBUNE “This is a very moving book. It is also a nice example of what a first-rate historian can do with a difficult
subject.”—THE NEW YORKER “It is a book that can be recommended without reservation: A combination of profound
research and fine prose style, it meets both the requirements of the Lincoln scholar and the casual reader who is looking for
a truly fascinating story.”—SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

Nancy Reagan
A page-turning novel about the brilliant, melancholic future president and the two people who knew him best: his handsome
and charming confidant (and roommate), Joshua Speed, and the spirited young debutante Mary Todd. A Washington Post
Bestseller A May Indie Next Pick An Apple Books Best of the Month for April A People Magazine Best Book of the Week
“Exquisite.” —People “A triumph of a novel.” —Bookreporter.com “Rich, fascinating, and romantic.” —Newsday When Mary
Todd meets Abraham Lincoln in Springfield in the winter of 1840, he is on no one’s short list to be president. A country
lawyer living above a dry goods shop, he is lacking both money and manners, and his gift for oratory surprises those who
meet him. Mary, a quick, self-possessed debutante with an interest in debates and elections, at first finds him an enigma. “I
can only hope,” she tells his roommate, the handsome, charming Joshua Speed, “that his waters being so very still, they
also run deep.” It’s not long, though, before she sees the Lincoln that Speed knows: an amiable, profound man who, despite
his awkwardness, has a gentle wit to match his genius, and who respects her keen political mind. But as her relationship
with Lincoln deepens, she must confront his inseparable friendship with Speed, who has taught his roommate how to dance,
dress, and navigate the polite society of Springfield. Told in the alternating voices of Mary Todd and Joshua Speed, and
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inspired by historical events, Courting Mr. Lincoln creates a sympathetic and complex portrait of Mary unlike any that has
come before; a moving portrayal of the deep and very real connection between the two men; and most of all, an evocation
of the unformed man who would grow into one of the nation’s most beloved presidents. Louis Bayard, a master storyteller,
delivers here a page-turning tale of love, longing, and forbidden possibilities.

Courting Mr. Lincoln
The late C. A. Tripp, a highly regarded sex researcher and colleague of Alfred Kinsey, and author of the runaway bestseller
The Homosexual Matrix, devoted the last ten years of his life to an exhaustive study of Abraham Lincoln's writings and of
scholarship about Lincoln, in search of hidden keys to his character. In The Intimate World of Abraham Lincoln, completed
just weeks before he died, Tripp offers a full examination of Lincoln's inner life and relationships that, as Dr. Jean Baker
argues in the Introduction, "will define the issue for years to come." Throughout this riveting work, new details are revealed
about Lincoln's relations with a number of men. Long-standing myths are debunked convincingly -- in particular, the myth
that Lincoln's one true love was Ann Rutledge, who died tragically young. Ultimately, Tripp argues that Lincoln's unorthodox
loves and friendships were tied to his maverick beliefs about religion, slavery, and even ethics and morals. As Tripp argues,
Lincoln was an "invert": a man who consistently turned convention on its head, who drew his values not from the dominant
conventions of society, but from within. For years, a whisper campaign has mounted about Abraham Lincoln, focusing on his
intimate relationships. He was famously awkward around single women. He was engaged once before Mary Todd, but his
fiancée called off the marriage on the grounds that he was "lacking in smaller attentions." His marriage to Mary was
troubled. Meanwhile, throughout his adult life, he enjoyed close relationships with a number of men. He shared a bed with
oshua Speed for four years as a young man, and -- as Tripp details here -- he shared a bed with an army captain while
serving in the White House, when Mrs. Lincoln was away. As one Washington socialite commented in her diary, "What
stuff!" This study reaches far beyond a brief about Lincoln's sexuality: it is an attempt to make sense of the whole man, as
never before. It includes an Introduction by Jean Baker, biographer of Mary Todd Lincoln, and an Afterword containing
reactions by two Lincoln scholars and one clinical psychologist and longtime acquaintance of C.A. Tripp. As Michael Chesson
explains in one of the Afterword essays, "Lincoln was different from other men, and he knew it. More telling, virtually every
man who knew him at all well, long before he rose to prominence, recognized it. In fact, the men who claimed to know him
best, if honest, usually admitted that they did not understand him." Perhaps only now, when conventions of intimacy are so
different, so open, and so much less rigid than in Lincoln's day, can Lincoln be fully understood.

Mrs. Abraham Lincoln
Mary Todd Lincoln, wife of the president we have immortalized, has always been difficult for us to understand. She could
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appear poised and brilliant one moment yet rude and ugly the next. Sometimes competent and strong, able to entertain
dignitaries from around the world, at other times she appeared dependent and weak. At times she seemed utterly beside
herself with sobbing and screaming.Historians have mostly avoided saying very much about Mary Todd Lincoln except in
reference to her husband, Abraham. To many it would seem that Mary Todd Lincoln is still an embarrassment in the tragic
story of her martyred husband. But Mary Todd Lincoln lived her own tragic story even before Abraham was murdered. She
was an addict, addicted to the opiates she needed for her migraine headaches.Seeing Mary Todd Lincoln as an addict helps
us understand her and give her the compassion and admiration she deserves. In her time there had been no courageous
First Lady like Betty Ford to help people understand the power of addiction. There was no treatment center. In Mary Todd
Lincoln's time there were many addicts at all levels of society, as there are now, but it was a more socially acceptable
condition for men to have than for women. More importantly, addiction was not very well understood, and it was often
mistreated.Because Mary Todd Lincoln's only surviving son, Robert Lincoln, made a great effort to protect his mother and
his family from journalists and historians, he intentionally destroyed most of Mary Todd Lincoln's medical records and many
of her letters. What he could not destroy, however, is the record of Mary Todd Lincoln's pain and the record of how she
behaved while living with this pain.In The Addiction of Mary Todd Lincoln, we can see clearly, for the first time, what Mary
Todd Lincoln had to live with and the courage it took for her to carry on.

The True Mary Todd Lincoln
In this sweeping analytical bibliography, Jason Emerson goes beyond the few sources usually employed to contextualize
Mary Lincoln's life and thoroughly reexamines nearly every word ever written about her. In doing so, this book becomes the
prime authority on Mary Lincoln, points researchers to key underused sources, reveals how views about her have evolved
over the years, and sets the stage for new questions and debates about the themes and controversies that have defined
her legacy. Mary Lincoln for the Ages first articulates how reliance on limited sources has greatly restricted our
understanding of the subject, evaluating their flaws and benefits and pointing out the shallowness of using the same texts
to study her life. Emerson then presents more than four hundred bibliographical entries of nonfiction books and pamphlets,
scholarly and popular articles, journalism, literature, and juvenilia. More than just listings of titles and publication dates,
each entry includes Emerson's deft analysis of these additional works on Mary Lincoln that should be used--but rarely have
been--to better understand who she was during her life and why we see her as we do. The volume also includes rarely used
illustrations, including some that have never before appeared in print. A roadmap for a firmer, more complete grasp of Mary
Lincoln's place in the historical record, this is the first and only extensive, analytical bibliography of the subject. In
highlighting hundreds of overlooked sources, Emerson changes the paradigm of Mary Lincoln's legacy.

The President's Wife: Mary Todd Lincoln
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Profiles the much-maligned Fist Lady, a woman who was raised in a world of frontier violence, and who, like the nation her
husband led during the Civil War, achieved an incomplete victory over internal discord

Mary Todd Lincoln
In 1875 Robert Todd Lincoln caused his mother, Mary Todd Lincoln, to be committed to an insane asylum. Based on newly
discovered manuscript materials, this book seeks to explain how and why. In these documents—marked by Robert Todd
Lincoln as the "MTL Insanity File"—exists the only definitive record of the tragic story of Mary Todd Lincoln’s insanity trial.
The book that results from these letters and documents addresses several areas of controversy in the life of the widow of
Abraham Lincoln: the extent of her illness, the fairness of her trial, and the motives of those who had her committed for
treatment. Related issues include the status of women under the law as well as the legal and medical treatment of insanity.
Speculating on the reasons for her mental condition, the authors note that Mrs. Lincoln suffered an extraordinary amount of
tragedy in a relatively few years. Three of her four sons died very young, and Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. After the
death of her son Willie she maintained a darkly rigorous mourning for nearly three years, prompting the president to warn
her that excessive woe might force him to send her to "that large white house on the hill yonder," the government hospital
for the insane. Mrs. Lincoln also suffered anxiety about money, charting an exceptionally erratic financial course. She had
spent lavishly during her husband’s presidency and at his death found herself deeply in debt. She had purchased trunkfuls
of drapes to hang over phantom windows. 84 pairs of kid gloves in less than a month, and $3,200 worth of jewelry in the
three months preceding Lincoln’s assassination. She followed the same erratic course for the rest of her life, creating in
herself a tremendous anxiety. She occasionally feared that people were trying to kill her, and in 1873 she told her doctor
that an Indian spirit was removing wires from her eyes and bones from her cheeks. Her son assembled an army of lawyers
and medical experts who would swear in court that Mrs. Lincoln was insane. The jury found her insane and in need of
treatment in an asylum. Whether the verdict was correct or not, the trial made Mary Lincoln desperate. Within hours of the
verdict she would attempt suicide. In a few months she would contemplate murder. Since then every aspect of the trial has
been criticized—from the defense attorney to the laws in force at the time. Neely and McMurtry deal with the trial, the
commitment of Mary Todd Lincoln, her release, and her second trial. An appendix features letters and fragments by Mrs.
Lincoln from the "Insanity File." The book is illustrated by 25 photographs.

The Last Lincolns
Abraham Lincoln is the most revered president in American history, but the woman at the center of his life—his wife,
Mary—has remained a historical enigma. One of the most tragic and mysterious of nineteenth-century figures, Mary Lincoln
and her story symbolize the pain and loss of Civil War America. Authoritative and utterly engrossing, Mrs. Lincoln is the longPage 7/16
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awaited portrait of the woman who so richly contributed to Lincoln's life and legacy.

Mary Todd Lincoln
Although the private lives of political couples have in our era become front-page news, the true story of this extraordinary
and tragic first family has never been fully told. The Lincolns eclipses earlier accounts with riveting new information that
makes husband and wife, president and first lady, come alive in all their proud accomplishments and earthy humanity.
Award-winning biographer and poet Daniel Mark Epstein gives a fresh close-up view of the couple’s life in Springfield, Illinois
(of their twenty-two years of marriage, all but six were spent there), and dramatizes with stunning immediacy how the
Lincolns’ ascent to the White House brought both dazzling power and the slow, secret unraveling of the couple’s unique
bond. The first full-length portrait of the marriage of Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln in more than fifty years, The Lincolns
is written with enormous sweep and striking imagery. Daniel Mark Epstein makes two immortal American figures seem as
real and human as the rest of us.

The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, as Revealed by Her Own Letters
Compassionate portrait of the remarkable First Lady who endured numerous personal tragedies during her life.

Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker
First published in 1932, this was the first thoroughly researched biography of Mary Lincoln ever written, and it remains the
most balanced and complete work on this controversial First Lady. Author W. A. Evans challenges the disparaging views of
Mary Lincoln that were generally accepted at the time, offering a comprehensive and informed look at a woman whose
physical and mental health problems have often been misconstrued or overlooked by other biographers. Evans conducted
extensive research, interviewing Mrs. Lincoln’s family members, seeking advice and assistance from numerous Lincoln
scholars and historians, scouring thousands of pages of contemporary newspapers and primary resources, reviewing
correspondence Mary wrote during her stay at Bellevue Place sanitarium, and consulting with several medical experts. The
result of all this research is an objective and detailed portrait of Mrs. Lincoln and her influence on her husband that still has
a great deal of historical value for readers today. A new foreword by Jason Emerson, author of The Madness of Mary Lincoln,
provides biographical information on Evans and background on the origins of the book and its reception and influence.
Finally back in print, this classic biography is essential reading for all with an interest in the Lincoln family.

Mary
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"A striking success…the account of the White House years is absorbing, the account of Mary Lincoln's life as a widow utterly
compelling." —New York Times This definitive biography of Mary Todd Lincoln beautifully conveys her tumultuous life and
times. A privileged daughter of the proud clan that founded Lexington, Kentucky, Mary fell into a stormy romance with the
raw Illinois attorney Abraham Lincoln. For twenty-five years the Lincolns forged opposing temperaments into a tolerant,
loving marriage. Even as the nation suffered secession and civil war, Mary experienced the tragedies of losing three of her
four children and then her husband. An insanity trial orchestrated by her surviving son led to her confinement in an asylum.
Mary Todd Lincoln is still often portrayed in one dimension, as the stereotype of the best-hated faults of all women. Here
her life is restored for us whole.

Mary Todd Lincoln
A vibrant social history set against the backdrop of the Antebellum south and the Civil War that recreates the lives and
friendship of two exceptional women: First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln and her mulatto dressmaker, Elizabeth Keckly. “I
consider you my best living friend,” Mary Lincoln wrote to Elizabeth Keckly in 1867, and indeed theirs was a close, if
tumultuous, relationship. Born into slavery, mulatto Elizabeth Keckly was Mary Lincoln’s dressmaker, confidante, and
mainstay during the difficult years that the Lincolns occupied the White House and the early years of Mary’s widowhood.
But she was a fascinating woman in her own right, Lizzy had bought her freedom in 1855 and come to Washington
determined to make a life for herself. She was independent and already well-established as the dressmaker to the
Washington elite when she was first hired by Mary Lincoln upon her arrival in the nation’s capital. Mary Lincoln hired Lizzy in
part because she was considered a “high society” seamstress and Mary, as an outsider in Washington’s social circles, was
desperate for social cachet. With her husband struggling to keep the nation together, Mary turned increasingly to her
seamstress for companionship, support, and advice—and over the course of those trying years, Lizzy Keckly became her
confidante and closest friend. Historian Jennifer Fleischner allows us to glimpse the intimate dynamics of this unusual
friendship for the first time, and traces the pivotal events that enabled these two women to forge such an unlikely bond at a
time when relations between blacks and whites were tearing the nation apart. Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly is a remarkable
work of scholarship that explores the legacy of slavery and sheds new light on the Lincoln White House.

Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly
An excellent and diligently researched biography of Julia Boggs Dent Grant (1826-1902), the wife of the 18th President of
the United States, Ulysses S. Grant, and First Lady of the United States from 1869 to 1877. An active participant in
presidential matters, The First Lady was widely regarded to possess tremendous strength of character, sharing in the mixed
fortunes of her husband, promoting his welfare, loved and cared for her family, and fulfilled her patriotic duty as First Lady.
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She reveled in her role as hostess to the nation, and by all accounts brought warmth and a home-like atmosphere to the
White House. Includes over 15 B&W illustrations.

The Addiction of Mary Todd Lincoln
For decades Abraham and Mary Lincoln’s marriage has been characterized as discordant and tumultuous. In Abraham and
Mary Lincoln, author Kenneth J. Winkle goes beyond the common image of the couple, illustrating that although the waters
of the Lincoln household were far from calm, the Lincolns were above all a house united. Calling upon their own words and
the reminiscences of family members and acquaintances, Winkle traces the Lincolns from their starkly contrasting
childhoods, through their courtship and rise to power, to their years in the White House during the Civil War, ultimately
revealing a dynamic love story set against the backdrop of the greatest peril the nation has ever seen. When the awkward
but ambitious Lincoln landed Mary Todd, people were surprised by their seeming incompatibility. Lincoln, lacking in formal
education and social graces, came from the world of hardscrabble farmers on the American frontier. Mary, by contrast,
received years of schooling and came from an established, wealthy, slave-owning family. Yet despite the social gulf
between them, these two formidable personalities forged a bond that proved unshakable during the years to come. Mary
provided Lincoln with the perfect partner in ambition—one with connections, political instincts, and polish. For Mary, Lincoln
was her “diamond in the rough,” a man whose ungainly appearance and background belied a political acumen to match her
own. While each played their role in the marriage perfectly— Lincoln doggedly pursuing success and Mary hosting lavish
political soirées—their partnership was not without contention. Mary—once described as “the wildcat of her
age”—frequently expressed frustration with the limitations placed on her by Victorian social strictures, exhibiting behavior
that sometimes led to public friction between the couple. Abraham’s work would at times keep him away from home for
weeks, leaving Mary alone in Springfield. The true test of the Lincolns’ dedication to each other began in the White House,
as personal tragedy struck their family and civil war erupted on American soil. The couple faced controversy and heartbreak
as the death of their young son left Mary grief-stricken and dependent upon séances and spiritualists; as charges of
disloyalty hounded the couple regarding Mary’s young sister, a Confederate widow; and as public demands grew strenuous
that their son Robert join the war. The loss of all privacy and the constant threat of kidnapping and assassination took its
toll on the entire family. Yet until a fateful night in the Ford Theatre in 1865, Abraham and Mary Lincoln stood firmly
together—he as commander-in-chief during America’s gravest military crisis, and she as First Lady of a divided country that
needed the White House to emerge as a respected symbol of national unity and power. Despite the challenges they faced,
the Lincolns’ life together fully embodied the maxim engraved on their wedding bands: love is eternal. Abraham and Mary
Lincoln is a testament to the power of a stormy union that held steady through the roughest of seas.

Lincoln
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The New York Times bestselling author of Mrs. Lincoln's Sisters unveils the private lives of President Abraham Lincoln and
his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, through the eyes of the First Lady’s most trusted confidante and friend in this compelling
historical novel. In a life that spanned nearly a century and witnessed some of the most momentous events in American
history, Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley was born a slave. A gifted seamstress, she earned her freedom by the skill of her needle,
and won the friendship of First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln by her devotion. A sweeping historical novel, Mrs. Lincoln’s
Dressmaker illuminates the extraordinary relationship the two women shared, beginning in the hallowed halls of the White
House during the trials of the Civil War and enduring almost, but not quite, to the end of Mrs. Lincoln’s days.

Giant in the Shadows
A fictionalized biography of Mary Todd Lincoln from courtship days in Springfield to Lincoln's death.

Abe
Explores the parallels and distinctions between Mary Todd Lincoln and Varina Howell Davis during the Civil War years and
their impact upon history

An Unlikely Friendship
Though they were not, as Charlotte claimed, refugees from the French Revolution, Augustus Waldemar and Charlotte
Victoire Mentelle undoubtedly felt like exiles in their adopted hometown of Lexington, Kentucky -- a settlement that was still
a frontier town when they arrived in 1798. Through the years, the cultured Parisian couple often reinvented themselves out
of necessity, but their most famous venture was Mentelle's for Young Ladies, an intellectually rigorous school that attracted
students from around the region and greatly influenced its most well-known pupil, Mary Todd Lincoln. Drawing on newly
translated materials and previously overlooked primary sources, Randolph Paul Runyon explores the life and times of the
important but understudied pair in this intriguing dual biography. He illustrates how the Mentelles' origins and education
gave them access to the higher strata of Bluegrass society even as their views on religion, politics, and culture kept them
from feeling at home in America. They were intimates of statesman Henry Clay, and one of their daughters married into the
Clay family, but like other immigrant families in the region, they struggled to survive. Throughout, Runyon reveals the
Mentelles as eloquent chroniclers of crucial moments in Ohio and Kentucky history, from the turn of the nineteenth century
to the eve of the Civil War. They rankled at the baleful influence of conservative religion on the local college, the influence
of whiskey on the local population, and the scandal of slavery in the land of liberty. This study sheds new light on the lives
of a remarkable pair who not only bore witness to key events in early American history, but also had a singular impact on
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the lives of their friends, their students, and their community.

Mary Todd Lincoln
Although he was Abraham and Mary Lincoln’s oldest and last surviving son, the details of Robert T. Lincoln’s life are
misunderstood by some and unknown to many others. Nearly half a century after the last biography about Abraham
Lincoln’s son was published, historian and author Jason Emerson illuminates the life of this remarkable man and his
achievements in Giant in the Shadows: The Life of Robert T. Lincoln. Emerson, after nearly ten years of research, draws
upon previously unavailable materials to offer the first truly definitive biography of the famous lawyer, businessman, and
statesman who, much more than merely the son of America’s most famous president, made his own indelible mark on one
of the most progressive and dynamic eras in United States history. Born in a boardinghouse but passing his last days at
ease on a lavish country estate, Robert Lincoln played many roles during his lifetime. As a president’s son, a Union soldier,
an ambassador to Great Britain, and a U.S. secretary of war, Lincoln was indisputably a titan of his age. Much like his father,
he became one of the nation’s most respected and influential men, building a successful law practice in the city of Chicago,
serving shrewdly as president of the Pullman Car Company, and at one time even being considered as a candidate for the
U.S. presidency. Along the way he bore witness to some of the most dramatic moments in America’s history, including
Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Courthouse; the advent of the railroad, telephone, electrical, and automobile
industries; the circumstances surrounding the assassinations of three presidents of the United States; and the momentous
presidential election of 1912. Giant in the Shadows also reveals Robert T. Lincoln’s complex relationships with his famous
parents and includes previously unpublished insights into their personalities. Emerson reveals new details about Robert’s
role as his father’s confidant during the brutal years of the Civil War and his reaction to his father’s murder; his prosecution
of the thieves who attempted to steal his father’s body in 1876 and the extraordinary measures he took to ensure it would
never happen again; as well as details about the painful decision to have his mother committed to a mental facility. In
addition Emerson explores the relationship between Robert and his children, and exposes the actual story of his
stewardship of the Lincoln legacy—including what he and his wife really destroyed and what was preserved. Emerson also
delves into the true reason Robert is not buried in the Lincoln tomb in Springfield but instead was interred at Arlington
National Cemetery. Meticulously researched, full of never-before-seen photographs and new insight into historical events,
Giant in the Shadows is the missing chapter of the Lincoln family story. Emerson’s riveting work is more than simply a
biography; it is a tale of American achievement in the Gilded Age and the endurance of the Lincoln legacy. Univeristy Press
Books for Public and Secondary Schools 2013 edition Book of the Year by the Illinois State historical Society, 2013

The Madness of Mary Lincoln
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Elizabeth Keckley's rise from slave to White House confidante details the cruel and terrible life for those in slavery, and the
drive and determination of a woman who would not let others destroy her will.

Margaret Sanger
“A fascinating glimpse into the women of an influential family on the front lines of some of the most important moments of
that indelible time."--Booklist The New York Times bestselling author of Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker returns to her most
famous heroine, Mary Todd Lincoln, in this compelling story of love, loss, and sisterhood rich with history and suspense. In
May 1875, Elizabeth Todd Edwards reels from news that her younger sister Mary, former First Lady and widow of President
Abraham Lincoln, has attempted suicide. Mary’s shocking act followed legal proceedings arranged by her eldest and only
surviving son that declared her legally insane. Although they have long been estranged, Elizabeth knows Mary’s tenuous
mental health has deteriorated through decades of trauma and loss. Yet is her suicide attempt truly the impulse of a
deranged mind, or the desperate act of a sane woman terrified to be committed to an asylum? And—if her sisters can put
past grievances aside—is their love powerful enough to save her? Maternal Elizabeth, peacemaker Frances, envious Ann,
and much adored Emilie had always turned to one another in times of joy and heartache, first as children, and later as
young wives and mothers. But when Civil War erupted, the conflict that divided a nation shattered their family. The Todd
sisters’s fates were bound to their husbands’ choices as some joined the Lincoln administration, others the Confederate
Army. Now, though discord and tragedy have strained their bonds, Elizabeth knows they must come together as sisters to
help Mary in her most desperate hour.

Mary Lincoln for the Ages
Examines the friendship between Mary Todd Lincoln, the wife of Abraham Lincoln, and Elizabeth "Lizzie" Keckley, a former
slave who became Mrs. Lincoln's dressmaker during her White House years.

A Rose for Mrs. Lincoln
This new biography provides a startlingly different picture of Mary Lincoln, President Abraham Lincoln’s wife. Preconceived
myths about the former first lady are factually disproved. At times her judgment was faulty; in other instances it was
brilliant. After her 1861 refurbishing of the Executive Mansion, she made no further furnishings purchases, only
replacement items. The furniture she purchased is still in use and the Lincoln bed is well known. Committed to an insane
asylum by her only surviving son, she organized, while under constant scrutiny, her friends in a skillfully successful scheme
to obtain her freedom and resume control of her life and money. Mary Todd Lincoln had a brilliant mind, a caring heart and
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an exuberant personality and she was, in every aspect, a true partner to Abraham Lincoln.

Crowns of Thorns and Glory
Lincoln is the cornerstone of Gore Vidal's fictional American chronicle, which includes Burr, 1876, Washington, D.C., Empire,
and Hollywood. It opens early on a frozen winter morning in 1861, when President-elect Abraham Lincoln slips into
Washington, flanked by two bodyguards. The future president is in disguise, for there is talk of a plot to murder him. During
the next four years there will be numerous plots to murder this man who has sworn to unite a disintegrating nation. Isolated
in a ramshackle White House in the center of a proslavery city, Lincoln presides over a fragmenting government as Lee's
armies beat at the gates. In this profoundly moving novel, a work of epic proportions and intense human sympathy, Lincoln
is observed by his loved ones and his rivals. The cast of characters is almost Dickensian: politicians, generals, White House
aides, newspapermen, Northern and Southern conspirators, amiably evil bankers, and a wife slowly going mad. Vidal's
portrait of the president is at once intimate and monumental, stark and complex, drawn with the wit, grace, and authority of
one of the great historical novelists. With a new Introduction by the author. From the Hardcover edition.

Behind the Scenes
"ABE is a cultural biography of Abraham Lincoln, following Lincoln's monumental life from cradle to grave while weaving a
narrative that includes Lincoln's cultural influences and the nation-wide and regional cultural trends and moods and
happenings of his day, and how Lincoln both shaped and was shaped by his America. The music, humor, literature, and
fashions of the time and their impact on Lincoln's life are explored as well, and analysis of other important figures such as
Lincoln's wife, his assassin, his professional partners, etc., also draw on this culturally focused style"--

Mary Lincoln: Biography of a Marriage
Written in 1927 but barred from timely publication by the Lincoln family, The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln's Widow, as
Revealed by Her Own Letters is based on nearly two dozen intimate letters written between Mary Lincoln and her close
friend Myra Bradwell mainly during the former's 1875 incarceration in an insane asylum. By the 1920s most accounts of
Mrs. Lincoln focused on her negative qualities and dismissed her as "crazy." Bradwell's granddaughter Myra Helmer
Pritchard wrote this distinctly sympathetic manuscript at the behest of her mother, who wished to vindicate Mary Lincoln in
the public eye by printing the private correspondence. Pritchard fervently defends Mrs. Lincoln's conduct and sanity,
arguing that she was not insane but rather the victim of an overzealous son who had his mother committed. The manuscript
and letters were thought to have been destroyed, but fortunately the Lincolns' family lawyer stored copies in a trunk, where
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historian Jason Emerson discovered them in 2005. While leaving the manuscript intact, Emerson has enhanced it with an
introduction and detailed annotations. He fills in factual gaps; provides background on names, places, and dates; and
analyzes Pritchard's interpretations, making clear where she was right and where her passion to protect Mrs. Lincoln led to
less than meticulous research and incorrect conclusions. This volume features an easy-to-follow format that showcases
Pritchard's text on the left-hand pages and Emerson's insightful annotations on the right-hand pages. Following one of the
most revered and reviled, famous and infamous of the First Ladies, this book provides a unique perspective of Mrs. Lincoln's
post-White House years, with an emphasis on her commitment to a sanitarium. Emerson's contributions make this volume a
valuable addition to the study of the Lincoln family. This fascinating work gives today's Lincoln enthusiasts the chance to
read this intriguing interpretation of the former First Lady that predates nearly every other book written about her.

The Intimate World of Abraham Lincoln
From the celebrated author Susan Higginbotham comes the incredible story of Lincoln's First Lady A Union's First Lady As
the Civil War cracks the country in two, Mary Lincoln stands beside her husband praying for a swift Northern victory. But as
the body count rises, Mary can't help but fear each bloody gain. Because her beloved sister Emily is across party lines,
fighting for the South, and Mary is at risk of losing both her country and her family in the tides of a brutal war. A
Confederate Rebel's Wife Emily Todd Helm has married the love of her life. But when her husband's southern ties pull them
into a war neither want to join, she must make a choice. Abandon the family she has built in the South or fight against the
sister she has always loved best. With a country's legacy at stake, how will two sisters shape history?

Abraham and Mary Lincoln
Profiles the much-maligned Fist Lady, a woman who was raised in a world of frontier violence, and who, like the nation her
husband led during the Civil War, achieved an incomplete victory over internal discord

Mary Todd Lincoln: A Biography
This is a book of rare distinction, a haunting portrait of an enigmatic life, written with a style and sensitivity that is both
sympathetic and unflinching.
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