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The Lighted Rooms
Sparrow is a seldom-heard but uplifting story of the Sparrows – the Battle of Britain
gunners who defended Timor as part of Sparrow Force. It is the story of Charlie
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McLachlan’s war: a triumph of stubborn Scottish defiance and laconic Aussie
genius over the relentless violence of man and nature. From the Rudolph Hess
crash-landing to the atom bomb, from history’s last bayonet charge to the war’s
greatest aerial bombardment, Charlie McLachlan survives and bears witness to
some of the landmark days of World War II. At one time or other in his four-year
ordeal he is fired upon by the armies, navies and/or air forces of Germany, Japan,
Australia, the Netherlands, Great Britain and the United States of America – pretty
much everyone but the Russians. He defies or evades the ravages of tropical
ulcers, tropical heat, alpine cold, gangrene, cholera, malaria, beriberi, dysentery,
mosquitoes, crocodiles, snakes, sharks, scorpions, sadistic Sikhs, Japanese
hellships, falling coconuts, flying shrapnel, beatings, beheadings, bullets, bombs,
bayonets, torpedoes, a crushed leg, a fractured skull, malnutrition and premature
cremation. He’s presumed dead by the British Army, left for dead by Japanese
guards, and declared dead by a Dutch-Javanese doctor. Yet through it all Charlie
soldiers on. Half a world away, his wife Mary, fashioned from the same mental
granite, stoically awaits his return. Not even an official telegram confirming the
near-certainty of Charlie’s death, or later rumours of his torture, can shake her iron
faith. *** Sparrow Force – the force that defended Timor in 1942 – was one of
Australia’s most successful military units. At the lowest point in the Second World
War these soldiers - equipped with First World War weapons and cut off from
Australia - waged a commando campaign that held off Japan’s most successful and
elite special force. Low in medicine and ammunition, they built an improvised radio
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that regained contact with their homeland. It was the first good news of the war for
the Allies. Sparrow Force was unique. They were the first force to defeat Japan in
battle, and they were the last to be captured. Those who escaped to pursue a
guerrilla campaign spent more time in combat against the Japanese than any other
Allied unit. They were set up to fail; instead they endured, defied, and succeeded.
Newsreels were made, victories were recorded, medals were awarded, and
Australia’s morale was elevated. As Winston Churchill famously said, “They alone
did not surrender.”

My Mistress's Sparrow is Dead
The Book of Other People
“Gilbert Sorrentino has long been one of our most intelligent and daring writers.
But he is also one of our funniest writers, given to Joycean flights of wordplay,
punning, list-making, vulgarity and relentless self-commentary.”—The New York
Times “Sorrentino’s ear for dialects and metaphor is perfect: his creations,
however brief their presence, are vivid, and much of his writing is very funny and
clever, piled with allusions.”—The Washington Post Book World Bearing his
trademark balance between exquisitely detailed narration, ground-breaking form,
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and sharp insight into modern life, Gilbert Sorrentino’s first-ever collection of
stories spans 35 years of his writing career and contains both new stories and
those that expanded and transformed the landscape of American fiction when they
first appeared in such magazines and anthologies as Harper’s, Esquire, and The
Best American Short Stories. In these grimly comic, unsentimental tales, the
always-memorable characters dive headlong into the wasteland of urban culture,
seeking out banal perversions, confusing art with the art scene, mistaking lust for
love, and letting petty aspirations get the best of them. This is a world where the
American dream is embodied in the moonlit cocktail hour and innocence passes at
a breakneck speed, swiftly becoming a nostalgia-ridden cliché. As Sorrentino says
in the title story, “art cannot rescue anybody from anything,” but his stories do
offer some salvation to each of us by locating hope, humor, and beauty amidst a
prevailing wind of cynical despair. Gilbert Sorrentino has published over 20 books
of fiction and poetry, including the classic Mulligan Stew and his latest novel, Little
Casino, which was shortlisted for the 2003 PEN/Faulkner Award. After two decades
on the faculty at Stanford University, he recently returned to his native Brooklyn.

Pirates of the Caribbean: The Price of Freedom
When Arthur Hayman, an unsuccessful screenwriter turned children’s book author,
is accidentally hit by a cement truck in London, his dying moments are spent with
a passing American tourist, Laurie Clow, who is fated to bring posthumous fame to
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his obscure series, The Hayseed Chronicles, and the enigmatic and sinister Mr.
Toppit who is at the center of the books. While Arthur doesn’t live to reap the
benefits of his books’ success, his legacy falls to his widow, Martha, and their
children—the fragile Rachel, and Luke, reluctantly immortalized as the fictional
Luke Hayseed, hero of his father’s books. But others want their share of the
Hayseed phenomenon, particularly Laurie, who has a mysterious agenda of her
own that changes all of their lives as Martha, Rachel, and Luke begin to crumble
under the heavy burden of their inheritance. Spanning several decades, from the
heyday of the postwar British film industry to today’s cutthroat world of show
business in Los Angeles, Mr. Toppit is a riveting debut novel that captures an
extraordinary family and their tragic brush with fame to wonderfully funny and
painful effect.

The House Girl
One of the most original, dazzling, and critically acclaimed debut novels this year.
In this debut novel, hailed by Stephen King as ?terrifying, touching, and wildly
funny,? the stories of two strangers, Eugene Brentani and Mr. Schmitz, interweave.
What unfolds is a bold reinvention of storytelling in which Eugene, a devotee of the
reclusive and monstrous author, Constance Eakins, and Mr. Schmitz, who has been
receiving ominous letters from an old friend, embark from New York for Italy,
where the line between imagination and reality begins to blur and stories take on a
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life of their own.

My Mistress's Sparrow Is Dead
In the basement of a Boston bookstore, Firmin is born in a shredded copy
Finnegans Wake, nurtured on a diet of Zane Grey, Lady Chatterley’s Lover, and
Jane Eyre (which tastes a lot like lettuce). While his twelve siblings gnaw these
books obliviously, for Firmin the words, thoughts, deeds, and hopes—all the
literature he consumes—soon consume him. Emboldened by reading, intoxicated
by curiosity, foraging for food, Firmin ventures out of his bookstore sanctuary,
carrying with him all the yearnings and failings of humanity itself. It’s a lot to ask of
a rat—especially when his home is on the verge of annihilation. A novel that is by
turns hilarious, tragic, and hopeful, Firmin is a masterpiece of literary imagination.
For here, a tender soul, a vagabond and philosopher, struggles with mortality and
meaning—in a tale for anyone who has ever feasted on a book…and then had to
turn the final page. NOTE: This edition does not include illustrations.

First Love and Other Sorrows
“Cities, like dreams, are made of desires and fears, even if the thread of their
discourse is secret, their rules are absurd, their perspectives deceitful, and
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everything conceals something else.” — from Invisible Cities In a garden sit the
aged Kublai Khan and the young Marco Polo — Mongol emperor and Venetian
traveler. Kublai Khan has sensed the end of his empire coming soon. Marco Polo
diverts his host with stories of the cities he has seen in his travels around the
empire: cities and memory, cities and desire, cities and designs, cities and the
dead, cities and the sky, trading cities, hidden cities. As Marco Polo unspools his
tales, the emperor detects these fantastic places are more than they appear.
“Invisible Cities changed the way we read and what is possible in the balance
between poetry and prose . . . The book I would choose as pillow and plate, alone
on a desert island.” — Jeanette Winterson

The Moon in Its Flight
A collection of love stories and love story excerpts from classic literary works
includes selections by such writers as Alice Munro, William Faulkner, and Milan
Kundera.

The New York Regional Mormon Singles Halloween Dance
A stellar host of writers explore the cornerstone of fiction writing: character The
Book of Other People is about character. Twenty-five or so outstanding writers
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have been asked by Zadie Smith to make up a fictional character. By any measure,
creating character is at the heart of the fictional enterprise, and this book
concentrates on writers who share a talent for making something recognizably
human out of words (and, in the case of the graphic novelists, pictures). But the
purpose of the book is variety: straight "realism"-if such a thing exists-is not the
point. There are as many ways to create character as there are writers, and this
anthology features a rich assortment of exceptional examples. The writers featured
in The Book of Other People include: Aleksandar Hemon Nick Hornby Hari Kunzru
Toby Litt David Mitchell George Saunders Colm Tóibín Chris Ware, and more Read
Zadie Smith’s newest novel, Swing Time. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Enchantress of Florence
Married to a successful businessman, with a large house, a four year old daughter
and another baby on the way, Sappho lives an enviable life. Yet a chance glimpse
of a face from her past sends her reeling, uncovering potent memories she has
never been able to share with anyone, and threatening her perfect life completely.
Suddenly unable to care for her family, she begins a desperate search for the
person she once fled from, and whose reappearance has had such an effect on her.
Spanning three generations from 1970s Athens to present-day London, The HalfKnown Life is a moving and intelligent story of the bonds that stay with us, no
matter how drastically our lives may change.
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The Devil's Larder
A woman in a township in Zimbabwe is surrounded by throngs of dusty children but
longs for a baby of her own; an old man finds that his new job making coffins at No
Matter Funeral Parlor brings unexpected riches; a politician's widow stands quietly
by at her husband's funeral, watching his colleagues bury an empty casket. Petina
Gappah's characters may have ordinary hopes and dreams, but they are living in a
world where a loaf of bread costs half a million dollars, where wives can't trust
even their husbands for fear of AIDS, and where people know exactly what will be
printed in the one and only daily newspaper because the news is always, always
good. In her spirited debut collection, the Zimbabwean writer Petina Gappah brings
us the resilience and inventiveness of the people who struggle to live under Robert
Mugabe's regime. She takes us across the city of Harare, from the townships beset
by power cuts to the manicured lawns of privilege and corruption, where wealthy
husbands keep their first wives in the "big houses" while their unofficial second
wives wait in the "small houses," hoping for a promotion. Despite their
circumstances, the characters in An Elegy for Easterly are more than victims—they
are all too human, with as much capacity to inflict pain as to endure it. They
struggle with the larger issues common to all people everywhere: failed promises,
unfulfilled dreams, and the yearning for something to anchor them to life.
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My Mistress's Sparrow Is Dead
Alicia Erian's characters are brave, disarming, affectionate, and deeply flawed.
They inhabit the not-so-very-wide space between a good intention and a bad
outcome. In "Alcatraz," we meet a middle-school spelling champion who spends
her afternoons taking baths with the boy next door. In "Almonds and Cherries," a
young woman turns an unexpectedly arousing bra-shopping experience into a
short film, with ramifications for everyone around her. In "On the Occasion of My
Ruination," a college-bound student plots to lose her virginity to a pizza parlor
waiter. The Brutal Language of Love challenges traditional notions of right and
wrong with what has become Erian's signature -- an achingly stylish humor and a
deep understanding of the brutal truth about human nature. These surprising,
provocative, and deeply resonant stories marked the emergence of a major talent

American Rust
Collects sixty-four short stories about appetite, food, and desire.

Middlesex
"When it comes to love, there are a million theories to explain it. But when it
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comes to love stories, things are simpler. A love story can never be about full
possession. Love stories depend on disappointment, on unequal births and feuding
families, on matrimonial boredom and at least one cold heart. Love stories, nearly
without exception, give love a bad name . . . . It is perhaps only in reading a love
story (or in writing one) that we can simultaneously partake of the ecstasy and
agony of being in love without paying a crippling emotional price. I offer this book,
then, as a cure for lovesickness and an antidote to adultery. Read these love
stories in the safety of your single bed. Let everybody else suffer."—Jeffrey
Eugenides, from the introduction to My Mistress's Sparrow Is Dead All proceeds
from My Mistress's Sparrow is Dead will go directly to fund the free youth writing
programs offered by 826 Chicago. 826 Chicago is part of the network of seven
writing centers across the United States affiliated with 826 National, a non-profit
organization dedicated to supporting students ages 6 to 18 with their creative and
expository writing skills, and to helping teachers inspire their students to write.

The Marriage Plot
These short stories filled with “narrative grace and rare craftsmanship” chronicle
the loss of innocence and the anguish of young love (San Francisco Chronicle). First
Love and Other Sorrows is the hauntingly beautiful debut collection of short stories
from American master Harold Brodkey. Written when the author was in his
twenties, these strong, affecting tales recall the intoxicating joy of young,
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springtime love, while lamenting the betrayal of dreams and false ideals in the
glaring light of reality. Set in the Midwest during the 1950s, First Love and Other
Sorrows centers around a Jewish family that has recently lost its patriarch—and
with him the world of privilege. Through the eyes of a son, a sister, and a
mother—each one struggling to find a foothold in both family and society—these
stories explore class prejudice, obsessive love, and the tragic foibles and emotional
truths of being human. First Love and Other Sorrows is masterful fiction from an
extraordinary literary artist.

In My Hands
The debut novel from the New York Times bestselling author of The Son, which is
now an AMC original TV series BONUS: This edition contains a reader's guide. Set in
a beautiful but economically devastated Pennsylvania steel town, American Rust is
a novel of the lost American dream and the desperation—as well as the acts of
friendship, loyalty, and love—that arise from its loss. From local bars to trainyards
to prison, it is the story of two young men, bound to the town by family,
responsibility, inertia, and the beauty around them, who dream of a future beyond
the factories and abandoned homes. Left alone to care for his aging father after his
mother commits suicide and his sister escapes to Yale, Isaac English longs for a life
beyond his hometown. But when he finally sets out to leave for good, accompanied
by his temperamental best friend, former high school football star Billy Poe, they
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are caught up in a terrible act of violence that changes their lives forever. Evoking
John Steinbeck’s novels of restless lives during the Great Depression, American
Rust takes us into the contemporary American heartland at a moment of profound
unrest and uncertainty about the future. It is a dark but lucid vision, a moving
novel about the bleak realities that battle our desire for transcendence and the
power of love and friendship to redeem us. Newsweek's list of "Best. Books. Ever"
A Washington Post Top Ten Book of 2009 A New York Times Notable Book of 2009
An Economist Best Book of 2009 A Kansas City Star Top 100 book of 2009
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette's Best Books of 2009 Idaho Statesman's Best Books of
2009

The Coast of Chicago
So persuasive are Yoon's powers of invention that I went searching for his Solla
Island somewhere off the mainland of South Korea not realizing that it exists only
in this breathtaking collection of eight interlinked storiesYoon's writing results in a
fully formed, deftly executed debut. The lost lives, while heartbreaking, prove
illuminating in Yoon's made-up world, so convincing and real. To read is truly to
believe. San Francisco Chronicle ''Paul Yoon writes stories the way Faberg made
eggs; with untold craftsmanship, artistry, and delicacy. Again and again another
layer of intricacy is revealed, proving that something as small as a story can be as
satisfying and moving as a Russian novel. Ann Patchett ''These are lovely stories,
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rendered with a Chekhovian elegance. They span from post - World War II to the
new millennium, with characters of different ethnicities, yet each story has a
timelessness and relevance that's haunting and unforgettable. Yoon is a sparkling
new writer to welcome and celebrate. Don Lee ''these are splendid stories, at once
lyrical and plain-spoken and full of unusual realities. Once the Shore is a kind of
fantastic Korean gazetteer that tours us confidently through unpredictable
incidents and often startling conversations. Paul Yoon's writing is erotic, haunting,
original and worldly. Howard Norman Spanning over half a century from the years
just before the Korean War to the present the eight stories in this collection reveal
an intricate and unforgettable portrait of a single island in the South Pacific.
Novelistic in scope, daring in its varied environments, Once the Shore introduces a
remarkable new voice in international fiction.

Mr. Toppit
A stunningly incisive and poignant novel about family, duty and the challenging
world of the mind. Joan McAllistair is about to embark on the 'Trip of a Lifetime'
with her daughter Eloise; a journey back to her childhood South Africa and the
family homestead in the old Boer Republic of the Orange Free State. For Eloise, the
trip is partly a gift, partly a means of assuaging her guilt at moving her mother into
a care home. For Joan, the discovery of her grandmother's journal transports her to
the troubled times of the Anglo-Boer war. Eloise, in the meantime, has gambled
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her business's entire fortune on a promise made by an old lover. As their stories
unravel, Joan takes increasing refuge in the landscape of her mind - in journeys to
her own past. She also finds an unexpected friend in a lonely teenager who shares
her fascination with history.

An Elegy for Easterly
Spanning eight decades and chronicling the wild ride of a Greek-American family
through the vicissitudes of the twentieth century, Jeffrey Eugenides’ witty,
exuberant novel on one level tells a traditional story about three generations of a
fantastic, absurd, lovable immigrant family -- blessed and cursed with generous
doses of tragedy and high comedy. But there’s a provocative twist. Cal, the
narrator -- also Callie -- is a hermaphrodite. And the explanation for this takes us
spooling back in time, through a breathtaking review of the twentieth century, to
1922, when the Turks sacked Smyrna and Callie’s grandparents fled for their lives.
Back to a tiny village in Asia Minor where two lovers, and one rare genetic
mutation, set our narrator’s life in motion. Middlesex is a grand, utterly original
fable of crossed bloodlines, the intricacies of gender, and the deep, untidy
promptings of desire. It’s a brilliant exploration of divided people, divided families,
divided cities and nations -- the connected halves that make up ourselves and our
world. Justly acclaimed when it was released in Fall 2002, it announces the arrival
of a major writer for our times. From the Hardcover edition.
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Cinders and Sparrows
"A wickedly funny debut. Baker is both self-absorbed and generous, whip-smart
and naïve; she apologizes for none of it."—People It's lonely being a Mormon in
New York City. Every year, Elna Baker attends the New York Regional Mormon
Singles Halloween Dance. This year, her Queen Bee costume (which involves a
funnel stinger stuck to her butt) isn't attracting the attention she'd anticipated. So
once again, Elna finds herself alone, standing at the punch bowl, stocking up on
Oreos, a virgin in a room full of thirty-year-old virgins doing the Funky Chicken. But
loneliness is nothing compared to what Elna feels when she loses eighty pounds,
finds herself suddenly beautiful and in love with an atheist. Brazenly honest, The
New York Regional Mormon Singles Halloween Dance is Elna Baker's hilarious and
heartfelt chronicle of her attempt to find love in a city full of strangers and see if
she can steer clear of temptation and just get by on God.

Fieldwork
A suspenseful tale of witches, family, and magic from internationally bestselling
author Stefan Bachmann. When a twelve-year-old orphan unexpectedly becomes
the mistress of a seemingly abandoned castle, she is thrust into a mysterious plot
involving murderous spells, false identity, and a magical battle of wills between the
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living and the dead. Readers of Kate Milford's Greenglass House, Victoria Schwab's
City of Ghosts, and Diana Wynne Jones will be riveted. Twelve-year-old Zita, an
orphan and a housemaid, has resigned herself to a life of drudgery when a strange
letter arrives, naming her the only living heir to the Brydgeborn fortune. Now the
mistress of the castle, Zita soon realizes foul play led to the death of her family.
And as she is guided through lessons in the art of witchcraft by the somewhat
mysterious Mrs. Cantanker, Zita begins to wonder who is friend and who is foe.
Unforgettable and utterly enchanting, this stand-alone tale about family,
belonging, and friendship will bewitch readers of Tahereh Mafi’s Whichwood,
Katherine Arden’s Small Spaces, and Diana Wynne Jones’s Howl’s Moving Castle.
Cinders & Sparrows is a magical page-turner by the author of The Peculiar, the
acclaimed international bestseller.

The Tunning of Elinor Rumming a Poem. by Skelton Laureat
Two families plunged into a bitter feud of class, scandal and revenge Pride. Gazing
from his magnificent Chawbury Manor, Miles Straker has it all. A society wife who
runs his home like clockwork, four gorgeous children, a smart stucco in West
London and, most importantly of all, his multi-national PR business. Greed. Utterly
ruthless in both business and pleasure, Miles is a man who gets what he wants in a
heartbeat, with a web of power that can bring a company to its knees or get you
splashed on every front page. Envy. When self-made millionaire Ross Clegg buys
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the land adjoining the Straker Chawbury estate, Miles is overcome with jealousy.
Not only are Ross and his family welcomed by the country elite, Ross's booming
business means he's hailed as a hero of the people. Wrath. But Miles Straker is a
dangerous enemy and he vows to take the Clegg empire apart piece by piece,
starting with his obnoxious family Battle rages from the boardroom to the bedroom
as old money takes on the new, and two families are plunged into a bitter feud.

Complainers
A stunning New York Times bestselling novel that intertwines the stories of an
escaped slave in 1852 Virginia and an ambitious young lawyer in contemporary
New York and asks: is it ever too late to right a wrong? Lynnhurst, Virginia, 1852.
Seventeen-year-old Josephine Bell decides to run away from the failing tobacco
farm where she is a slave and nurse to her ailing mistress, the aspiring artist Lu
Anne Bell. New York City, 2004. Lina Sparrow, an ambitious first-year associate in
an elite law firm, is given a difficult, highly sensitive assignment that could make
her career: finding the “perfect plaintiff” to lead a historic class-action lawsuit
worth trillions of dollars in reparations for descendants of American slaves. It is
through her father, the renowned artist Oscar Sparrow, that Lina discovers
Josephine Bell and a controversy rocking the art world: are the iconic paintings
long ascribed to Lu Anne Bell really the work of her house slave, Josephine? A
descendant of Josephine’s—if Lina can locate one—would be the perfect face for
Page 18/32

Get Free My Mistresss Sparrow Is Dead Great Love Stories From Chekhov
To Munro Jeffrey Eugenides
the reparations lawsuit. While following the runaway house girl’s faint trail through
old letters and plantation records, Lina finds herself questioning her own family
history and the secrets that her father has never revealed: how did Lina’s mother
die? And why will he never speak about her?

Fargo Rock City
Originally published: New York: Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House
Children's Books, 1999.

Enormous Changes at the Last Minute
The year is 1983, and Chuck Klosterman just wants to rock. But he's got problems.
For one, he's in the fifth grade. For another, he lives in rural North Dakota. Worst of
all, his parents aren't exactly down with the long hairstyle which rocking requires.
Luckily, his brother saves the day when he brings home a bit of manna from metal
heaven, SHOUT AT THE DEVIL, Motley Crue's seminal paean to hair-band excess.
And so Klosterman's twisted odyssey begins, a journey spent worshipping at the
heavy metal altar of Poison, Lita Ford and Guns N' Roses. In the hilarious, youngman-growing-up-with-a-soundtrack-tradition, FARGO ROCK CITY chronicles
Klosterman's formative years through the lens of heavy metal, the irony-deficient
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genre that, for better or worse, dominated the pop charts throughout the 1980s.
For readers of Dave Eggers, Lester Bangs, and Nick Hornby, Klosterman delivers all
the goods: from his first dance (with a girl) and his eye-opening trip to Mandan with
the debate team; to his list of 'essential' albums; and his thoughtful analysis of the
similarities between Guns 'n' Roses' 'Lies' and the gospels of the New Testament.

The Mists of Avalon
Following his girlfriend to her new teaching position in Thailand, a young reporter
researches the story of American anthropologist Martiya van der Leun, following
her suicide in the Thai prison where she was serving a lengthy sentence for
murder.

The Pilgrim of Hate
In Marion Zimmer Bradley's masterpiece, we see the tumult and adventures of
Camelot's court through the eyes of the women who bolstered the king's rise and
schemed for his fall. From their childhoods through the ultimate fulfillment of their
destinies, we follow these women and the diverse cast of characters that surrounds
them as the great Arthurian epic unfolds stunningly before us. As Morgaine and
Gwenhwyfar struggle for control over the fate of Arthur's kingdom, as the Knights
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of the Round Table take on their infamous quest, as Merlin and Viviane wield their
magics for the future of Old Britain, the Isle of Avalon slips further into the
impenetrable mists of memory, until the fissure between old and new worlds' and
old and new religions' claims its most famous victim.

The Mayor's Tongue
From classics such as Chekhov's The Lady with the Lapdog to such modern fare as
Richard Ford's Fireworks, this anthology of great love stories captures the desire,
obsession, power, and spirit of the emotion that drives and transforms lives.

Once the Shore
Proudly presenting the widely anticipated new work of fiction from the multi-award
winning bestselling author of Middlesex--a #1 major bestseller in Canada--and The
Marriage Plot--also an acclaimed national bestseller--and the beloved The Virgin
Suicides. Featuring unseen stories from one of the most eclectic, dynamic fiction
writers working today, Fresh Complaint brings together works both new and
previously published--including the crème de la crème of Eugenides's beloved New
Yorker stories, never before collected between two covers. Jeffrey Eugenides's
bestselling novels have shown that he is an astute observer of the crises of
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adolescence, sexual identity, self-discovery, family love and what it means to be
an American in our times. The stories in Fresh Complaint continue that tradition.
Ranging from the reproductive antics of "Baster" to the wry, moving account of a
young traveller's search for enlightenment in "Air Mail" (selected by Annie Proulx
for The Best American Short Stories 1997), this collection presents characters in
the midst of personal and national crises. We meet a failed poet who, envious of
other people's wealth during the real-estate bubble, becomes an embezzler; a
clavichordist whose dreams of art collapse under the obligations of marriage and
fatherhood; and, in "Bronze," a sexually confused college freshman whose
encounter with a stranger on a train leads to a revelation about his past and his
future. Narratively compelling, beautifully written and packed with a density of
ideas that belie their fluid grace, Fresh Complaint proves Eugenides to be a master
of the short form as well as the long. Showcasing stories from as far back as the
1980s and as recently as 2017, Fresh Complaint is the career-spanning collection
from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author.

Stories in an Almost Classical Mode
Twenty-five-year-old Jack Sparrow is a clean-cut merchant seaman pursuing a
legitimate career as a first mate for the East India Trading Company. He
sometimes thinks back to his boyhood pirating days, but he doesn't miss Teague's
scrutiny or the constant threat of the noose. Besides, he doesn't have much
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choice—he broke the Code when he freed a friend who had been accused of rogue
piracy, and he can no longer show his face in Shipwreck Cove. When Jack's ship is
attacked by pirates and his captain dies in the altercation, he suddenly finds
himself in command.

Sparrow: A Chronicle of Defiance
“To be up all night in the darkness of your youth but to be ready for the day to
come…that was what going to Brown felt like.” —Jeffrey Eugenides In celebration
of Brown University’s 250th anniversary, fifty remarkable, prizewinning writers and
artists who went to Brown provide unique stories—many published for the first
time—about their adventures on College Hill. Funny, poignant, subversive, and
nostalgic, the essays, comics, and poems in this collection paint a vivid picture of
college life, from the 1950s to the present, at one of America’s most interesting
universities. Contributors: Donald Antrim, Robert Arellano, M. Charles Bakst, Amy
DuBois Barnett, Lisa Birnbach, Kate Bornstein, Sarah Shun-lien Bynum, Mary
Caponegro, Susan Cheever, Brian Christian, Pamela Constable, Nicole Cooley, Dana
Cowin, Spencer R. Crew, Edwidge Danticat, Dilip D’Souza, David Ebershoff, Jeffrey
Eugenides, Richard Foreman, Amity Gaige, Robin Green, Andrew Sean Greer,
Christina Haag, Joan Hilty, A.J. Jacobs, Sean Kelly, David Klinghoffer, Jincy Willett
Kornhauser, Marie Myung-Ok Lee, David Levithan, Mara Liasson, Lois Lowry, Ira C.
Magaziner, Madeline Miller, Christine Montross, Rick Moody, Jonathan Mooney,
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Rowan Ricardo Phillips, Dawn Raffel, Bill Reynolds, Marilynne Robinson, Sarah Ruhl,
Ariel Sabar, Joanna Scott, Jeff Shesol, David Shields, Krista Tippett, Alfred Uhry,
Afaa Michael Weaver, and Meg Wolitzer “At Brown, we felt safely ensconced in a
carefree, counterculture cocoon—free to criticize the university president, join a
strike by cafeteria workers, break china laughing, or kiss the sky.” —Pamela
Constable

The Virgin Suicides
The stolid landscape of Chicago suddenly turns dreamlike and otherworldly in
Stuart Dybek's classic story collection. A child's collection of bottle caps becomes
the tombstones of a graveyard. A lowly rightfielder's inexplicable death turns him
into a martyr to baseball. Strains of Chopin floating down the tenement airshaft are
transformed into a mysterious anthem of loss. Combining homely detail and
heartbreakingly familiar voices with grand leaps of imagination, The Coast of
Chicago is a masterpiece from one of America's most highly regarded writers.

How to Breathe Underwater
First published in 1993, The Virgin Suicides announced the arrival of a major new
American novelist. In a quiet suburb of Detroit, the five Lisbon sisters—beautiful,
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eccentric, and obsessively watched by the neighborhood boys—commit suicide one
by one over the course of a single year. As the boys observe them from afar,
transfixed, they piece together the mystery of the family’s fatal melancholy, in this
hypnotic and unforgettable novel of adolescent love, disquiet, and death. Jeffrey
Eugenides evokes the emotions of youth with haunting sensitivity and dark humor
and creates a coming-of-age story unlike any of our time. Adapted into a critically
acclaimed film by Sofia Coppola, The Virgin Suicides is a modern classic, a lyrical
and timeless tale of sex and suicide that transforms and mythologizes suburban
middle-American life.

The Brown Reader
These 17 short stories represent the best of Brodkey's work over three decades.

Firmin
A tall, yellow-haired young European traveller calling himself “Mogor dell’Amore,”
the Mughal of Love, arrives at the court of the real Grand Mughal, the Emperor
Akbar, with a tale to tell that begins to obsess the whole imperial capital. The
stranger claims to be the child of a lost Mughal princess, the youngest sister of
Akbar’s grandfather Babar: Qara Köz, ‘Lady Black Eyes’, a great beauty believed to
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possess powers of enchantment and sorcery, who is taken captive first by an
Uzbeg warlord, then by the Shah of Persia, and finally becomes the lover of a
certain Argalia, a Florentine soldier of fortune, commander of the armies of the
Ottoman Sultan. When Argalia returns home with his Mughal mistress the city is
mesmerised by her presence, and much trouble ensues. The Enchantress of
Florence is a love story and a mystery – the story of a woman attempting to
command her own destiny in a man’s world. It brings together two cities that
barely know each other – the hedonistic Mughal capital, in which the brilliant
emperor wrestles daily with questions of belief, desire and the treachery of sons,
and the equally sensual Florentine world of powerful courtesans, humanist
philosophy and inhuman torture, where Argalia’s boyhood friend ‘il Machia’ –
Niccolò Machiavelli – is learning, the hard way, about the true brutality of power.
These two worlds, so far apart, turn out to be uncannily alike, and the
enchantments of women hold sway over them both. But is Mogor’s story true? And
if so, then what happened to the lost princess? And if he’s a liar, must he die?

The Brutal Language of Love
A New York Times Notable Book of 2011 A Publisher's Weekly Top 10 Book of 2011
A Kirkus Reviews Top 25 Best Fiction of 2011 Title One of Library Journal's Best
Books of 2011 A Salon Best Fiction of 2011 title One of The Telegraph's Best Fiction
Books of the Year 2011 It's the early 1980s—the country is in a deep recession,
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and life after college is harder than ever. In the cafés on College Hill, the wised-up
kids are inhaling Derrida and listening to Talking Heads. But Madeleine Hanna,
dutiful English major, is writing her senior thesis on Jane Austen and George Eliot,
purveyors of the marriage plot that lies at the heart of the greatest English novels.
As Madeleine tries to understand why "it became laughable to read writers like
Cheever and Updike, who wrote about the suburbia Madeleine and most of her
friends had grown up in, in favor of reading the Marquis de Sade, who wrote about
deflowering virgins in eighteenth-century France," real life, in the form of two very
different guys, intervenes. Leonard Bankhead—charismatic loner, college
Darwinist, and lost Portland boy—suddenly turns up in a semiotics seminar, and
soon Madeleine finds herself in a highly charged erotic and intellectual relationship
with him. At the same time, her old "friend" Mitchell Grammaticus—who's been
reading Christian mysticism and generally acting strange—resurfaces, obsessed
with the idea that Madeleine is destined to be his mate. Over the next year, as the
members of the triangle in this amazing, spellbinding novel graduate from college
and enter the real world, events force them to reevaluate everything they learned
in school. Leonard and Madeleine move to a biology Laboratory on Cape Cod, but
can't escape the secret responsible for Leonard's seemingly inexhaustible energy
and plunging moods. And Mitchell, traveling around the world to get Madeleine out
of his mind, finds himself face-to-face with ultimate questions about the meaning
of life, the existence of God, and the true nature of love. Are the great love stories
of the nineteenth century dead? Or can there be a new story, written for today and
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alive to the realities of feminism, sexual freedom, prenups, and divorce? With
devastating wit and an abiding understanding of and affection for his characters,
Jeffrey Eugenides revives the motivating energies of the Novel, while creating a
story so contemporary and fresh that it reads like the intimate journal of our own
lives.

Deadly Sins
A monk must find a killer among a flood of religious pilgrims in this medieval
mystery by the Edgar Award–winning author: “A series like no other” (TheSan
Diego Union-Tribune). In the year of our Lord 1141, civil war over England’s throne
leaves a legacy of violence—and the murder of a knight dear to Brother Cadfael.
And with gentle bud-strewn May, a flood of pilgrims comes to the celebration of
Saint Winifred at the Abbey of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, carrying with it many
strange souls—and perhaps the knight’s killer. Brother Cadfael’s shrewd eyes see
all: the prosperous merchant who rings false, an angelic lame boy, his beautiful
dowerless sister, and two wealthy penitents. In the name of justice Cadfael decides
to uncover the strange and twisted tale that accompanies these travelers. Instead
he unearths a quest for vengeance, witnesses a miracle, and finds himself on a
razor’s edge between death and the absolution of love.
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Fresh Complaint
The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing
technology and expanding record-keeping made possible by advances in the
printing press. In its determination to preserve the century of revolution, Gale
initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve these
invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these highquality digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print,
making them highly accessible to libraries, undergraduate students, and
independent scholars. Western literary study flows out of eighteenth-century works
by Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis Diderot,
Johann Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and others. Experience the
birth of the modern novel, or compare the development of language using
dictionaries and grammar discourses. ++++ The below data was compiled from
various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is
provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++
Huntington Library N046064 London: printed for Isaac Dalton, and sold by W.
Boreham, 1718. [8],31, [1]p.; 8°

The Half-Known Life
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A New York Times notable book and winner of The Northern California Book Award
for Best Short Fiction, these nine brave, wise, and spellbinding stories make up this
debut. In "When She is Old and I Am Famous" a young woman confronts the
inscrutable power of her cousin's beauty. In "Note to Sixth-Grade Self" a band of
popular girls exert their social power over an awkward outcast. In "Isabel Fish"
fourteen-year-old Maddy learns to scuba dive in order to mend her family after a
terrible accident. Alive with the victories, humiliations, and tragedies of youth, How
to Breathe Underwater illuminates this powerful territory with striking grace and
intelligence. "These stories are without exception clear-eyed, compaassionate and
deeply moving. Even her most bitter characters have a gift, the sharp wit of envy.
This, Orringer's first book, is breathtakingly good, truly felt and beautifully
delivered."—The Guardian

Invisible Cities
In Enormous Changes at the Last Minute, originally published in 1974, Grace Paley
"makes the novel as a form seem virtually redundant" (Angela Carter, London
Review of Books). Her stories here capture "the itch of the city, love between
parents and children" and "the cutting edge of combat" (Lis Harris, The New York
Times Book Review). In this collection of seventeen stories, she creates a "solid
and vital fictional world, cross-referenced and dense with life" (Walter Clemons,
Newsweek).
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