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Fool's Bargain: Star Wars Legends (Novella)
They are the galaxy's most elite fighting force. And as the battle against the
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Empire rages, the X-wing fighters risk life and machine to protect the Rebel
Alliance. Now they must go on a daring undercover mission--as the crew of an
Imperial warship. It is Wedge Antilles' boldest creation: a covert-action unit of Xwing fighters, its pilots drawn from the dregs of other units, castoffs and rejects
given one last chance. But before the new pilots can complete their training, the
squadron's base is attacked by former Imperial admiral Trigit, and Wraith Squadron
is forced to swing into action--taking over an Imperial warship and impersonating
its crew. The mission: to gain vital intelligence about Trigit's secret weapons, to
sabotage the admiral's plans, and to lure him into an Alliance trap. But the highstakes gamble pits Wraith Squadron's ragtag renegades against the Empire's most
brilliant master of guile and deception. Are they up to the challenge? If not, the
penalty is instant death. Features a bonus section following the novel that includes
a primer on the Star Wars expanded universe, and over half a dozen excerpts from
some of the most popular Star Wars books of the last thirty years! (r), TM & (c)
1998 Lucasfilm Ltd. All rights reserved. Used under authorization.

Star Wars Vol. 9
A prequel to the upcoming multi-player online game follows a smuggler's discovery
of a rich treasure that sparks a competition involving the Republic, the Empire, the
Hutts and the Jedi High Council, all of whom are manipulated by an enigmatic spy.
Video game tie-in.
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Talion
The X-wing fighter pilots are on the hunt for Warlord Zsinj, who has suddenly
become a greater threat than the Imperials, but when the Rogue and Wraith
Squadrons unite under Wedge's command, alliances must prepare for an all-out
assault on the Super Star Destroyer. Original.

Dark Tide
After his native land and his family are conquered by a brutal king, Nolan ra
Sinjaria seeks revenge by joining a breed of feared warrior-judges called the
Talions, but when the usurping king and his troops are imperiled, Nolan is assigned
to protect them. Original.

Star Wars
Three years after his marriage to Mara Jade, Luke receives word that the remains
of the legendary Outbound Flight Project have been found, prompting Luke and
Mara to join a team of adventurers on an expedition into the Unknown Regions.

Tales from the New Republic
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For six months in 1942, Stalingrad is the center of a titanic struggle between the
Russian and German armies—the bloodiest campaign in mankind's long history of
warfare. The outcome is pivotal. If Hitler's forces are not stopped, Russia will fall.
And with it, the world. German soldiers call the battle Rattenkrieg, War of the Rats.
The combat is horrific, as soldiers die in the smoking cellars and trenches of a
ruined city. Through this twisted carnage stalk two men—one Russian, one
German—each the top sniper in his respective army. These two marksmen are
equally matched in both skill and tenacity. Each man has his own mission: to find
his counterpart—and kill him. But an American woman trapped in Russia
complicates this extraordinary duel. Joining the Russian sniper's cadre, she soon
becomes one of his most talented assassins—and perhaps his greatest weakness.
Based on a true story, this is the harrowing tale of two adversaries enmeshed in
their own private war—and whose fortunes will help decide the fate of the world.
From the Paperback edition.

The X-Wing Series: Star Wars Legends 10-Book Bundle
In his quest for total domination, Darth Sidious compiled six legendary dark side
texts detailing Sith history and philosophy by Sorzus Syn, Darth Malgus, Darth
Bane, Mother Talzin, Darth Plagueis, and himself. Together these documents form
the Book of Sith. Over the centuries, the texts were passed among Force users who
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left handwritten notes and annotations in the margins, including Darth Vader,
Yoda, Mace Windu, and Luke Skywalker, among others. Collected by acclaimed
Star Wars writer Daniel Wallace and embellished by numerous esteemed Star Wars
illustrators, this volume introduces new characters and history, and delves deeper
into understanding the philosophies and methods behind the dark side of the
Force.

Mara Jade
The Rogue Squadron must stop the tyrant Ysanne Isard, who plans to destroy the
New Republic using medicinal bacta from the planet Thyferra

Starfighters of Adumar
The Rebels have taken the Imperial headquarters world of Coruscant, but their
problems are far from over. A killer virus called Krytos is spreading among the
population, and fomenting a counter-revolution, at the same time as the treason
trial of Rebel hero Tycho Celchu. And X-wing pilot Corran Horn, given up for dead in
"Iceheart"'s inescapable prison, discovers an extraordinary power in himself--the
power of the Force! Features a bonus section following the novel that includes a
primer on the Star Wars expanded universe, and over half a dozen excerpts from
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some of the most popular Star Wars books of the last thirty years!

Wraith Squadron: Star Wars Legends (X-Wing)
Twenty-seven years ago, Sam and Dean Winchester lost their mother to a
mysterious and demonic supernatural force. In the years after, their father, John,
taught them about the paranormal evil that lives in the dark corners and on the
back roads of America and he taught them how to kill it. On the hunt for Lucifer,
the boys find themselves in a small town in South Dakota where they meet Don an angel with a proposition Don sends them a very long way from home, on a
mission to uncover the secret Satan never wanted them to find out. A brand-new
Supernatural novel that reveals a previously unseen adventure for the Winchester
brothers, from the hit CW series!

Mercy Kill
Sleek, swift, and deadly, they are the X-wing fighters. And as the battle against the
Empire rages across the vastness of space, the pilots risk both their lives and their
machines for the cause of the Rebel Alliance. Now they must embark on a
dangerous espionage mission, braving betrayal and death on the Imperial
homeworld to smash the power of a ruthless foe! It is the evil heart of a battered
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and reeling Empire: Coruscant, the giant city-world from whose massive towers the
Imperial High Command directs the war. The Rebels will invade this mighty citadel
in a daring move to bring the Empire to its knees. But first Wedge Antilles and his Xwing pilots must infiltrate Coruscant to gain vital intelligence information. Capture
means death, or worse--enslavement by the vicious leader known as "Iceheart,"
Ysanne Isard, now Emperor in all but name. And one of Rogue Squadron's own is
already her slave, a traitor hidden behind a mask of innocence, working to betray
both colleagues and the Rebellion itself. Features a bonus section following the
novel that includes a primer on the Star Wars expanded universe, and over half a
dozen excerpts from some of the most popular Star Wars books of the last thirty
years!

Slave Ship
A killer virus called krytos makes its way across Coruscant, decimating the
population and sowing seeds of rebellion

Wedge's Gamble
The bounty hunters introduced in "Shadows of the Empire", and who returned in
"The Mandalorian Armor", come to life in this compelling new novel as Boba Fett
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battles a conspiracy, Bossk struggles to rule the other bounty hunters, and Kuat
fights the maneuverings of Prince Xizor.

The Krytos Trap: Star Wars Legends (X-Wing)
When the Alliance Fleet mounts a major campaign against a deadly warlord, tyrant
Ysanne Isard has taken control of Thyferra, intending to use its supply of medicinal
bacta to destabilize and destroy the New Republic. Undermanned, deprived of
Alliance support, Rogue Squadron must oppose Isard's plans, defeat her Star
Destroyer fleet, and free Thyferra from her rule in a winner-take-all battle against a
seemingly superior force. Features a bonus section following the novel that
includes a primer on the Star Wars expanded universe, and over half a dozen
excerpts from some of the most popular Star Wars books of the last thirty years!

Starfighters of Adumar: Star Wars Legends (X-Wing)
Sate Pestage, the interim Emperor, organizes a secret meeting with Leia to discuss
his surrender, while Winter, who is pretending to be Leia, is kidnapped and the
Rebels try to rescue her while keeping her real identity secret.

Iron Fist: Star Wars Legends (X-Wing)
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World War II is usually seen as a titanic land battle, decided by mass armies, most
importantly those on the Eastern Front. Phillips Payson O'Brien shows us the war in
a completely different light. In this compelling new history of the Allied path to
victory, he argues that in terms of production, technology and economic power,
the war was far more a contest of air and sea than land supremacy. He shows how
the Allies developed a predominance of air and sea power which put unbearable
pressure on Germany and Japan's entire war-fighting machine from Europe and the
Mediterranean to the Pacific. Air and sea power dramatically expanded the area of
battle and allowed the Allies to destroy over half the Axis' equipment before it had
even reached the traditional 'battlefield'. Battles such as El Alamein, Stalingrad and
Kursk did not win World War II; air and sea power did.

The Bacta War
Determined to contain the Yuuzhan Vong and bring peace to the galaxy, Luke
Skywalker searches for Zonama Sekot--a planet that long ago had repelled an
invasion of the Yuuzhan Vong--hoping the planet's secrets will end the threat of
war.

Star Wars
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This novella includes an excerpt from the novel STAR WARS: SURVIVOR'S QUEST
by Timothy Zahn and an interview with the author. THE EMPIRE STRIKES A DEAL
The history of the planet Kariek has been one of seemingly endless violence—
thanks to the constantly erupting revolutions among the many divided tribes of the
native Eickarie race battling for dominance. Yet none of these tribes has held sway
since a mysterious Warlord and his legion of alien mercenaries seized power and
began a fifty-year reign of terror. Now, at last, the tide may be turning: the leaders
of the warring Eickarie factions have forged an alliance—strong enough to capture
a city and corner the Warlord and his minions in their fortress. And the postPalpatine Empire of the Hand is lending support to this revolt against tyranny by
deploying no less a fighting force than the Imperial 501st Legion of stormtroopers.
Once infamously known as “Vader’s Fist,” the legendary 501st are the best men
for the dangerous objective at hand—capturing the Warlord alive. It’s a risky
mission that might be jeopardized when Imperial unit commander Twister and his
comrades, Shadow, Cloud, and Watchman, are waylaid by a band of zealous
freedom fighters, armed with their own agenda . . . and plenty of firepower. The
Eickarie renegades—determined to free hundreds of their people from the
Warlord’s dungeons—have an offer to make, and a strategy that could give the
Imperials the edge in the bloody showdown to come. But can Twister and his men
trust their new allies? Or will they get more than they bargain for?

Star Wars, the Old Republic
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Rebuilding the legendary Rogue Squadron, Wedge Antilles seeks out the most
skilled and daring X-wing pilots, but when the group is ordered to assault the
Imperial Black Moon, he fears that they may not survive the mission. Original.

The Swarm War: Star Wars Legends (Dark Nest, Book III)
The X-Wing/Wraith Squadron adventures are one of the most popular series in the
Star Wars universe. Through nine thrilling novels, this handy eBook bundle features
the action, the intrigue, and the entire evolving story of these unique space
corps—units that are comprised of a diverse group of pilots determined to fight the
good fight. This bundle includes the following titles: ROGUE SQUADRON WEDGE’S
GAMBLE THE KRYTOS TRAP THE BACTA WAR WRAITH SQUADRON IRON FIST SOLO
COMMAND ISARD’S REVENGE STARFIGHTERS OF ADUMAR

Rogue Squadron
In the explosive conclusion to the Dark Nest trilogy, Luke Skywalker summons the
heroes of the New Jedi Order from near and far, as the Star Wars galaxy teeters on
the edge of eternal war. Yet even the combined powers of the formidable Jedi may
not be enough to vanquish the deadly perils confronting them. The Chiss-Killik
border war is threatening to engulf the entire galaxy and raising the awful specter
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of Killiks sweeping across space to absorb all living creatures into a single hive
mind. The only hope for peace lies with the Jedi—and only if they can not only end
the bloodshed between two fierce enemies but also combat the insidious evil
spread by the elusive Dark Nest and its unseen queen. Leia’s newly acquired Jedi
skills will be put to the ultimate test in the coming life-and-death battle. As for
Luke, he will have to prove, in a lightning display of Force strength and swordplay,
that he is– beyond a shadow of a doubt—the greatest Jedi Master in the galaxy.
Features a bonus section following the novel that includes a primer on the Star
Wars expanded universe, and over half a dozen excerpts from some of the most
popular Star Wars books of the last thirty years!

How the War Was Won
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The Republic has fallen. Sith Lords rule the galaxy.
Jedi Master Obi-Wan Kenobi has lost everything . . . Everything but hope.
Tatooine—a harsh desert world where farmers toil in the heat of two suns while
trying to protect themselves and their loved ones from the marauding Tusken
Raiders. A backwater planet on the edge of civilized space. And an unlikely place to
find a Jedi Master in hiding, or an orphaned infant boy on whose tiny shoulders
rests the future of a galaxy. Known to locals only as “Ben,” the bearded and robed
offworlder is an enigmatic stranger who keeps to himself, shares nothing of his
past, and goes to great pains to remain an outsider. But as tensions escalate
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between the farmers and a tribe of Sand People led by a ruthless war chief, Ben
finds himself drawn into the fight, endangering the very mission that brought him
to Tatooine. Ben—Jedi Master Obi-Wan Kenobi, hero of the Clone Wars, traitor to
the Empire, and protector of the galaxy’s last hope—can no more turn his back on
evil than he can reject his Jedi training. And when blood is unjustly spilled, innocent
lives threatened, and a ruthless opponent unmasked, Ben has no choice but to call
on the wisdom of the Jedi—and the formidable power of the Force—in his neverending fight for justice. Praise for Kenobi: Star Wars “Buy this book right now. . . .
[This novel] manages to explore the depths of Ben Kenobi but still maintains the
aura of mystery around his character.”—Tosche Station “Addictive, engrossing . . .
wildly entertaining . . . There are plenty of twists, turns, and surprises. . . . John
Jackson Miller creates a story that reaches new heights.”—Roqoo Depot “Brilliant . .
. This is Star Wars fiction at its absolute best.”—Examiner “Enthralling . . . almost
impossible to put down.”—Eucantina From the Hardcover edition.

Razor's Edge
Stormwalker Janet Begay returns home only to have the ground collapse beneath
her-literally. After tumbling two hundred feet underground, Janet is rescued by her
dragon boyfriend, Mick. But something dark touches Mick while in the sinkhole, and
Janet might lose him forever unless she recruites the most unlikely of allies to stop
the growing shadow.
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Lost Destiny
Succeeding in their invasion campaign with the secret aid of ComStar, the
BattleTech warriors are unaware of ComStar's ulterior motive to reunite the Inner
Sphere worlds under its single rule. Original.

Supernatural: War of the Sons
Jedi knight Luke Skywalker must prevent a group of rogue knights from defecting
to the dark side of the force in order to defeat the Yuuzhan Vong, who have
launched an attack on the worlds of the Outer Rim. Original.

Shadow Walker
They are the Rebel Alliance's ultimate strike force--sleek, swift, and deadly. For
these X-wing fighters, no job is too dirty or too dangerous. Now they must rise to
meet an impossible challenge: stop a powerful warlord by pretending to be his ally.
Against all odds, the controversial Wraith Squadron has survived its first covert
mission. But now they are called upon to cheat death twice. This time Wedge
Antilles sends them in to stop the warlord Zsinj and his Super Star Destroyer, Iron
Fist. If Zsinj joins the Empire, it could turn the tide of war against the Rebels. The
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Wraith Squadron's mission: infiltrate the warlord's fleet and uncover his carefully
guarded plans. To do so, they must pose as ruthless pirates seeking to join Zsinj's
forces. And that means first becoming pirates in space lanes teeming with Imperial
Navy patrols. If that isn't enough to get them killed, they'll have to pass one last
test--a suicide mission for Zsinj. Can they survive the test and turn the tables on
Zsinj? Or is this the end for Wraith Squadron? Features a bonus section following
the novel that includes a primer on the Star Wars expanded universe, and over half
a dozen excerpts from some of the most popular Star Wars books of the last thirty
years!

Kenobi: Star Wars Legends
Presents short stories by leading writers of the science fiction genre, including
Timothy Zahn, Michael A. Stackpole, Paul Danner, Jean Rabe, and Tish Pahl

The Krytos Trap
Book 9 in the exciting series! The X-wing fighter pilots have earned their reputation
as the Rebel Alliance's ultimate strike force by overwhelming enemies with their
rapid-fire assaults. But now they are about to embark on a diplomatic mission that
will prove to be even more hazardous than all-out combat. The neutral world of
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Adumar has decided to pick a side in the war to control the galaxy. Delegates from
both the New Republic and the Empire have been invited to Adumar, and each
camp will be given a chance to plead its government's case. But there is one small
catch: since the Adumari prize military skill above all else, they insist that both
delegations be composed exclusively of fighter pilots. For pilot Wedge Antilles and
his company, it's an unfamiliar exercise in diplomacy--and one that's filled with
unexpected peril. For once they arrive, the X-wing pilots are challenged by
Adumar's fierce warriors and attacked by Imperial assassins bent on eliminating all
competition. But these challenges pale in comparison to the threat posed by a
rogue Republic agentone who is determined to win Adumar's allegiance once and
for all--even if it costs the X-wing pilots their lives. Features a bonus section
following the novel that includes a primer on the Star Wars expanded universe,
and over half a dozen excerpts from some of the most popular Star Wars books of
the last thirty years!

Star Wars®: Book of Sith
Sent to aid a local dictator facing a revolution, Hallena Devis finds herself in danger
as she is surrounded by belligerant freedom fighters at the same time Captain
Gilad Pellaeon is facing a decision whether to rescue Hallena or stay true to the
Republi
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Remnant
The fledgling New Republic is threatening by the growing power of the arrogant,
pernicious Yevethan race and its fleet of Imperial Star Destroyers, while Luke
Skywalker embarks on a quest for the truth about his mother. Original.

Funeral Games
Nebula and Hugo Award nominees Daniel Abraham and Ty Franck—writing as
James S. A. Corey—make their Star Wars debut in this brand-new epic adventure
featuring Han Solo, Luke Skywalker, and Princess Leia Organa. The action begins
after the destruction of the Death Star in Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope. When
the Empire threatens the galaxy’s new hope, will Han, Luke, and Leia become its
last chance? When the mission is to extract a high-level rebel spy from the very
heart of the Empire, Leia Organa knows the best man for the job is Han
Solo—something the princess and the smuggler can finally agree on. After all, for a
guy who broke into an Imperial cell block and helped destroy the Death Star, the
assignment sounds simple enough. But when Han locates the brash rebel agent,
Scarlet Hark, she’s determined to stay behind enemy lines. A pirate plans to sell a
cache of stolen secrets that the Empire would destroy entire worlds to
protect—including the planet where Leia is currently meeting with rebel
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sympathizers. Scarlet wants to track down the thief and steal the bounty herself,
and Han has no choice but to go along if he’s to keep everyone involved from
getting themselves killed. From teeming city streets to a lethal jungle to a trapfilled alien temple, Han, Chewbacca, Leia, and their daring new comrade confront
one ambush, double cross, and firestorm after another as they try to keep crucial
intel out of Imperial hands. But even with the crack support of Luke Skywalker’s xwing squadron, the Alliance heroes may be hopelessly outgunned in their final
battle for the highest of stakes: the power to liberate the galaxy from tyranny or
ensure the Empire’s reign of darkness forever. Praise for Honor Among Thieves “If
you like Han Solo . . . you won’t want to miss Honor Among Thieves. . . . A novel
that flies by quicker than the Millennium Falcon on the Kessel Run.”—Lightsaber
Rattling “A fast-paced romp.”—Big Shiny Robot “Honor Among Thieves felt very
‘vintage.’ . . . It nailed the classic Star Wars vibe in a way I haven’t experienced in
a long time.”—Making Star Wars “One of the best Star Wars novels I’ve ever
read.”—Knights’ Archive “Absolutely [captures] the magic of Star Wars and the era
it’s aiming for.”—Jedi News (UK) “[The] most pleasurable ‘Classic Trilogy’ Star Wars
reading in a long time . . . With masterful pacing and witty, descriptive dialogue,
[Honor Among Thieves is] fun to read from start to finish. Adding a complexity of
thought and action to a classic character like Han will satisfy those looking to
indulge a deeper side.”—TheForce.net “James S. A. Corey manages to tell a
delightful tale filled with a fun plot, entertaining characters, and great descriptions
that draw you in and bring the world to life. Fans of all sorts are sure to enjoy
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Empire and Rebellion: Honor Among Thieves.”—EUCantina.net

Solo Command
Wedge Antilles and his Rogue Squadron team of X-wing pilots are charged with
invading the giant towers of the Imperial High Command on the planet of
Coruscant for the purpose of gaining vital intelligence information. Original.

Honor Among Thieves: Star Wars Legends
The X-wing/Wraith Squadron adventures comprise one of the most popular series
in the Star Wars Legends universe, and now these ten thrilling novels are together
in one convenient ebook bundle. Featuring galactic intrigue, hair-raising dogfights,
and a diverse group of pilots determined to fight the good fight, this riveting
collection includes the following titles: ROGUE SQUADRON by Michael A. Stackpole
WEDGE’S GAMBLE by Michael A. Stackpole THE KRYTOS TRAP by Michael A.
Stackpole THE BACTA WAR by Michael A. Stackpole WRAITH SQUADRON by Aaron
Allston IRON FIST by Aaron Allston SOLO COMMAND by Aaron Allston ISARD’S
REVENGE by Michael A. Stackpole STARFIGHTERS OF ADUMAR by Aaron Allston
MERCY KILL by Aaron Allston They are sleek, swift, and deadly. They are the X-wing
fighters. And as the struggle rages across the vastness of space, the fearless men
Page 19/25

Read Free The Krytos Trap Star Wars X Wing 3 Michael A Stackpole
and women who pilot them risk both their lives and their machines. Rebel hero
Wedge Antilles knows the grim truth—that even with the best X-wing jockeys in the
galaxy, many will not survive their near-suicidal missions. But nothing matters
except defending the Alliance against a still-powerful and battle-hardened Imperial
foe in a last-ditch effort to control the stars.

War of the Rats
With her liege, the emperor, dead at the hands of Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader,
master assassin Mara Jade will stop at nothing to complete her final mission:
assassinate the leader of the Black Nebula crime syndicate. Original.

Firebrand
The battle for the unification and rule of the Far Stars Confederation will be
decided in this exhilarating third and final book in the swashbuckling space saga
begun with Shadow of Empire and Enemy in the Dark. The Far Stars stands on the
edge of a precipice. The forces of Governor Vos have surged forth, conquering
worlds and imposing the emperor’s brutal rule over millions. Only one thing stands
in the way of total victory: Marshal Augustin Lucerne and his newly created
Confederation. Vos has a simple plan: assassinate the marshal, and manipulate his
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generals to fight over his legacy, destroying each other in the process. But another
threat lurks: Arkarin Blackhawk. The smuggler and mercenary has been the
marshal’s ally, working in the shadows and unraveling Vos’ plans. The governor
can only hope the mysterious adventurer continues to resist a formal position in
the Confederation. Or he can have Blackhawk assassinated, too. Because with
Blackhawk succeeding Lucerne, the black and gold imperial flags will be stained
red with blood. For his is a dark and dangerous past, and if he is put at the helm of
the Confederation armies, the brutal imperial general he once had been may rise
once again. The Far Stars are facing the final battle. The Imperials seem
unstoppable. But if Blackhawk somehow survives—and can come to grips with the
horror deep within him—he just might be able to save the Far Stars from the iron
hand of empire.

Shield of Lies
Collects Star Wars (2015) #50-55 and Star Wars Annual (2015) #4. A New Hope
led here! A secret rebel base. A secret rebel fleet. A chance of victory but now,
Darth Vader has found it. There is no escape. The Empire first strikes back here
and now! Can the Millennium Falcon stand alone against the entire Imperial Fleet?
Not to mention a TIE Advanced Starfighter with a certain Sith Lord as its pilot?! As
the rebels plans crumble, Princess Leia must discover the cause of this disaster 
before its too late! Her mission leads her aboard Darth Vaders personal
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Dreadnought but he always seems to know when his enemies are near. If the
Rebellion is to live on, sacrifice is needed but if hope dies, what survives? Plus:
Luke Skywalker and smuggler Sana Starros attend a high-stakes podracing event
but why? Place your bets!

The Bacta War: Star Wars Legends (X-Wing)
An unusual diplomatic mission for Wedge Antilles and his X-Wing squadron finds
the intrepid starfighters journeying to the warrior planet of Adumar, where both
New Republic and Empire delegations have been invited, and where they face
assassination, betrayal, and death. Original.

The X-Wing Series: Star Wars Legends 9-Book Bundle
When they are forced to seek refuge in a territory controlled by pirates, Leia learns
that the pirates are survivors from her home planet--which has been recently
destroyed by the Death Star--who would gladly ransom her to the Empire.

No Prisoners
The X-Wing pilots of the Wraith Squadron must face an imperial general gone
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rogue. Original.

Wedge's Gamble: Star Wars Legends (X-Wing)
Magic, danger, and adventure abound for messenger Karigan G'ladheon in the
sixth book in Kristen Britain's New York Times-bestselling Green Rider epic fantasy
series. Zachary Davriel Hillander, High King of Sacoridia, rues how much he has
had to give up to lead his realm, including the freedom to live and love as he
chooses. When an embassy from Eletia arrives to propose a joint venture between
their realms to seek out an old ally in the north, he is dismayed to learn that the
one Sacoridian they have in mind to accompany their guide is the woman he truly
loves but cannot have: Green Rider Karigan G’ladheon. Karigan has only just
returned from a dark future where Sacoridia has been conquered and is ruled by a
despotic emperor, and she has not recovered in heart or mind. As if that is not
enough, the castle ghosts won’t leave her alone. Though Zachary is loath to part
from her so soon after her return, he knows she is the best choice to undertake the
mission to the north. Each step on their journey places Karigan and her
companions closer to enemy territory and danger, for northward lie the forces of
Second Empire, Sacoridia’s longtime foe, and Grandmother, the necromantic
leader of Second Empire, has not been idle. She uses her magic to summon a wild
elemental spirit to wreak havoc upon Zachary and his wife, Queen Estora. At first
the Sacoridians succeed in fending off the creature, but it so covets Estora that it
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can’t stay away. It abducts Zachary, assuming his form and his place at Estora’s
side—but when it is finally ousted, Zachary is still missing. Estora, alone and heavy
with twins, must prepare her realm for the coming conflict from the confines of her
bedchamber. Meanwhile, the danger only deepens for Karigan and her companions
as they journey north. When she finds herself caught in the midst of a clash
between forces, Karigan must rescue and protect her king before she falls into a
trap set by Grandmother—a trap that could give Second Empire the power to
control the dead and all the demons of the hells.
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