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All the Shah's Men
Natural Resources in Afghanistan: Geographic and Geologic Perspectives on Centuries of Conflict details Afghanistan's
physical geography — namely climate, soils, vegetation, water, hazards, and basic geologic background and terrain
landforms — together with details of its rich natural resources, ethnic problems, and relevant past histories. The book
couples these details with the challenges of environmental degradation and new environmental management and
protection, all of which are considered finally in both pessimistic and optimistic modes. The reader comes away with a
nuanced understanding of the issues that are likely to have great affect for this pivotal region of the world for decades to
come. With an estimated $1-3 trillion dollars of ore in the ground, and multiple cross-reinforcing cancellations of big Asian
power machinations (China, India, Iran, Pakistan), Afghanistan has an opportunity to gain more economic independence. At
the same time, however, historic forces of negativity also pull it back toward the chaos and uncertainty that has defined the
country and constrained its economic progress for decades. Authored by the world’s foremost expert on the geology and
geomorphology of Afghanistan and its lucrative natural resources Aids in the understanding of the physical environment,
natural hazards, climate-change situations, and natural resources in one of the most geographically diverse and dangerous
terrains in the world Provides new concepts of resource-corridor development in a country with no indigenous expertise of
its resources

The Persian Revolution of 1905-1909
How do ideologies shape international relations in general and Middle Eastern countries' relations with the United States in
particular? The Clash of Ideologies by Mark L. Haas explores this critical question. Haas's central claim is that leaders'
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ideological beliefs are likely to have profound effects on these individuals' perceptions of international threats. These threat
perceptions, in turn, shape leaders' core security policies, including choices of allies and enemies and efforts to spread their
ideological principles abroad as a key means of advancing their interests.Two variables are particularly important in this
process: the degree of ideological differences dividing different groups of decision makers ("ideological distance"), and the
number of prominent ideologies that are present in a particular system ("ideological polarity"). The argument is tested in
four case studies of states' foreign policies, primarily since the end of the Cold War: Iran, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Turkey. As
the argument predicts, ideological differences in these cases were a key cause of international conflict and ideological
similarities a source of cooperation. Moreover, different ideological groups in the same country at the same time often
possessed very different understandings of their threat environments, and thus very different foreign policy preferences.
These are findings that other prominent international relations theories, particularly realism, cannot explain. The purposes
of the book go beyond advancing theoretical debates in the international relations literature. It also aims to provide policy
guidance on key international security issues. These prescriptions are designed to advance America's interests in the
Middle East in particular, namely how U.S. leaders should best respond to the ideological dynamics that exist in the region.

The Terror Years
The modern history of U.S.-Iran relations is a collection of iconic images: the Shah in regal glory on his throne; the Shah
fleeing his country; the rapturous welcome of Ayatollah Khomeini; the parading of blindfolded American hostages; the
burning wreckage of American rescue helicopters; Oliver North testifying on the Iran-Contra scandal; the volatile defiance of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad; the hope of the Green Movement; and the persistent gloom of Ali Khameini. Yet behind these
images are decades worth of diplomatic efforts, policy statements, official speeches, and passionate opinion pieces written
by politicians, policymakers, human rights activists, and engaged citizens. Readers who examine these disparate viewpoints
will gain a deep understanding of the vital, urgent, strategic importance of this long fraught relationship.

The Persian Puzzle
Amongst British diplomats, there’s a poignant joke that ‘Iran is the only country in the world which still regards the United
Kingdom as a superpower’. For many Iranians, it’s not a joke at all. The past two centuries are littered with examples of
Britain reshaping Iran to suit its own ends, from dominating its oil, tobacco and banking industries to removing its
democratically elected Prime Minister, Mohammad Mossadegh, in a 1953 US–UK coup. All this, and the bloody experience of
the Iran–Iraq War of 1980–88, when the country stood alone against an act of unprovoked aggression by Saddam Hussein,
has left many Iranians with an unwavering mistrust of the West generally and the UK in particular. Today, ordinary Iranians
live with an economy undermined by sanctions and corruption, the media strictly controlled, and a hardline regime seeking
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to maintain its power by demonising outsiders. With tensions rising sharply between Tehran and the West, former Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw unveils a richly detailed account of Britain’s turbulent relationship with Iran, illuminating the culture,
psychology and history of a much-misunderstood nation. Informed by Straw’s wealth of experience negotiating Iran’s
labyrinthine internal politics, The English Job is a powerful, clear-sighted and compelling portrait of an extraordinary
country.

Black Wave
A New York Times Notable Books of 2020 “[A] sweeping and authoritative history" (The New York Times Book Review),
Black Wave is an unprecedented and ambitious examination of how the modern Middle East unraveled and why it started
with the pivotal year of 1979. Kim Ghattas seamlessly weaves together history, geopolitics, and culture to deliver a gripping
read of the largely unexplored story of the rivalry between between Saudi Arabia and Iran, born from the sparks of the 1979
Iranian revolution and fueled by American policy. With vivid story-telling, extensive historical research and on-the-ground
reporting, Ghattas dispels accepted truths about a region she calls home. She explores how Sunni Saudi Arabia and Shia
Iran, once allies and twin pillars of US strategy in the region, became mortal enemies after 1979. She shows how they used
and distorted religion in a competition that went well beyond geopolitics. Feeding intolerance, suppressing cultural
expression, and encouraging sectarian violence from Egypt to Pakistan, the war for cultural supremacy led to Iran’s fatwa
against author Salman Rushdie, the assassination of countless intellectuals, the birth of groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon,
the September 11th terrorist attacks, and the rise of ISIS. Ghattas introduces us to a riveting cast of characters whose lives
were upended by the geopolitical drama over four decades: from the Pakistani television anchor who defied her country’s
dictator, to the Egyptian novelist thrown in jail for indecent writings all the way to the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi
in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul in 2018. Black Wave is both an intimate and sweeping history of the region and will
significantly alter perceptions of the Middle East.

Oil and World Politics
U.S.-Iran relations continue to be an international security problem in the Middle East. These two countries could have been
friends, but instead they have become enemies. Stating this thesis raises the following questions: Why are the United
States and Iran enemies? How and when did this relationship come to be? When the relationship began to deteriorate, could
it have been reversed? What lessons can be learned from an analysis of past U.S.-Iranian relations and what are the
implications for their present and future relations? Akan Malici and Stephen G. Walker argue that the dynamics of U.S.-Iran
relations are based on role conflicts. Iran has long desired to enact roles of active independence and national sovereignty in
world politics. However, it continued to be cast by others into client or rebel roles of national inferiority. In this book the
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authors examine these role conflicts during three crucial episodes in U.S.-Iran relations: the oil nationalization crisis and the
ensuing clandestine coup aided by the CIA to overthrow the Iranian regime in 1950 to 1953; the Iranian revolution followed
by the hostage crisis in 1979 to 1981; the reformist years pre- and post- 9/11 under Mohammad Khatami from 1997 to
2002. Their application of role theory is theoretically and methodologically progressive and innovative in illuminating
aspects of U.S.-Iran relations. It allows for a better understanding of the past, navigating the present, and anticipating the
future in order to avoid foreign policy mistakes. Role Theory and Role Conflict in U.S.-Iran Relations is a useful resource for
international relations and foreign policy scholars who want to learn more about progress in international relations theory
and U.S. relations with Iran.

Which Path to Persia?
Several "pieces first published in The New Yorker recall the path terror in the Middle East has taken from the rise of alQaeda in the 1990s to the recent beheadings of reporters and aid workers by ISIS They include an impression of Saudi
Arabia, a kingdom of silence under the control of the religious police; the Syrian film industry, then compliant at the edges
but already exuding a feeling of the barely masked fury that erupted into civil war; [and] the 2006-11 Israeli-Palestinian
conflict in Gaza, a study in disparate values of human lives. Others continue to look into al-Qaeda as it forms a master plan
for its future, experiences a rebellion from within the organization, and spins off a growing web of terror in the world"--

Natural Resources in Afghanistan
Anyone can master the fundamentals of game design - no technological expertise is necessary. The Art of Game Design: A
Book of Lenses shows that the same basic principles of psychology that work for board games, card games and athletic
games also are the keys to making top-quality videogames. Good game design happens when you view your game from
many different perspectives, or lenses. While touring through the unusual territory that is game design, this book gives the
reader one hundred of these lenses - one hundred sets of insightful questions to ask yourself that will help make your game
better. These lenses are gathered from fields as diverse as psychology, architecture, music, visual design, film, software
engineering, theme park design, mathematics, writing, puzzle design, and anthropology. Anyone who reads this book will
be inspired to become a better game designer - and will understand how to do it.

The Myth of the Great Satan
This lively survey of the history of conflict between democracies reveals a remarkable--and tremendously
important--finding: fully democratic nations have never made war on other democracies. Furthermore, historian Spencer R.
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Weart concludes in this thought-provoking book, they probably never will. Building his argument on some forty case studies
ranging through history from ancient Athens to Renaissance Italy to modern America, the author analyzes for the first time
every instance in which democracies or regimes like democracies have confronted each other with military force. Weart
establishes a consistent set of definitions of democracy and other key terms, then draws on an array of international
sources to demonstrate the absence of war among states of a particular democratic type. His survey also reveals the new
and unexpected finding of a still broader zone of peace among oligarchic republics, even though there are more of such
minority-controlled governments than democracies in history. In addition, Weart discovers that peaceful leagues and
confederations--the converse of war--endure only when member states are democracies or oligarchies. With the help of
related findings in political science, anthropology, and social psychology, the author explores how the political culture of
democratic leaders prevents them from warring against others who are recognized as fellow democrats and how certain
beliefs and behaviors lead to peace or war. Weart identifies danger points for democracies, and he offers crucial, practical
information to help safeguard peace in the future.

Thicker Than Oil
A Single Roll of the Dice
Becoming Enemies brings the unique methods of critical oral history to understand U.S. and Iranian relations from the fall of
the Shah in 1978 through the Iranian hostage crisis and the Iran-Iraq war. Scholars and former officials involved with U.S.

Arabs at War
Armies of Sand asks, 'why have Arab militaries fought so poorly in the modern era?' It examines the performance of over
two-dozen Arab militaries from 1948 to 2017, and compares them to a half-dozen non-Arab militaries, to conclude that
politics, economics, and culture all contributed to the past weakness of Arab armies.

The Persian Puzzle
Perkins, a former chief economist at a Boston strategic-consulting firm, confesses he was an "economic hit man" for 10
years, helping U.S. intelligence agencies and multinationals cajole and blackmail foreign leaders into serving U.S. foreign
policy and awarding lucrative contracts to American business.
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Night Draws Near
Immortal, now in an updated paperback edition, is the only single-volume English-language survey of Iran’s military history.
CIA analyst Steven R. Ward shows that Iran’s soldiers, from the famed “Immortals” of ancient Persia to today’s
Revolutionary Guard, have demonstrated through the centuries that they should not be underestimated. This history also
provides background on the nationalist, tribal, and religious heritages of the country to help readers better understand Iran
and its security outlook. Drawing on a wide range of sources including declassified documents, the author gives primary
focus to the modern era to relate the buildup of the military under the last Shah, its collapse during the Islamic revolution,
its fortunes in the Iran-Iraq War, and its rise from the ashes to help Iran become once again a major regional military power.

U.S.-Iran Relations
A former CIA analyst, National Security Council official, and author of The Threatening Storm looks back at the turbulent
relationship between Iran and the United States on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Iran hostage crisis, examining the
hostage crisis, the Iran-Contra scandal, the 1996 Khobar Towers terrorist attack, and U.S.-Iran clashes over Afghanistan and
Iraq. Reprint.

A Naval History of the Peloponnesian War
Cold War Endgame is the product of an unusual collaborative effort by policy makers and scholars to promote better
understanding of how the Cold War ended. It includes the transcript of a conference, hosted by former Secretary of State
James Baker and former Soviet Foreign Minister Alexander Bessmertnykh, in which high-level veterans of the Bush and
Gorbachev governments shared their recollections and interpretations of the crucial events of 1989&–91: the revolutions in
Eastern Europe; the reunification of Germany; the Persian Gulf War; the August 1991 coup; and the collapse of the USSR.
Taking this testimony as a common reference and drawing on the most recent evidence available, six chapters follow in
which historians and political scientists explore the historical and theoretical puzzles presented by this extraordinary
transition. This discussion features a debate over the relative importance of ideas, personality, and economic pressures in
explaining the Cold War's end.

Things Fall Apart
In The Threatening Storm, Kenneth M. Pollack, one of the world’s leading experts on Iraq, provides a masterly insider’s
perspective on the crucial issues facing the United States as it moves toward a new confrontation with Saddam Hussein. For
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the past fifteen years, as an analyst on Iraq for the Central Intelligence Agency and the National Security Council, Kenneth
Pollack has studied Saddam as closely as anyone else in the United States. In 1990, he was one of only three CIA analysts
to predict the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. As the principal author of the CIA’s history of Iraqi military strategy and operations
during the Gulf War, Pollack gained rare insight into the methods and workings of what he believes to be the most brutal
regime since Stalinist Russia. Examining all sides of the debate and bringing a keen eye to the military and geopolitical
forces at work, Pollack ultimately comes to this controversial conclusion: through our own mistakes, the perfidy of others,
and Saddam’s cunning, the United States is left with few good policy options regarding Iraq. Increasingly, the option that
makes the most sense is for the United States to launch a full-scale invasion, eradicate Saddam’s weapons of mass
destruction, and rebuild Iraq as a prosperous and stable society—for the good of the United States, the Iraqi people, and the
entire region. Pollack believed for many years that the United States could prevent Saddam from threatening the stability of
the Persian Gulf and the world through containment—a combination of sanctions and limited military operations. Here,
Pollack explains why containment is no longer effective, and why other policies intended to deter Saddam ultimately pose a
greater risk than confronting him now, before he gains possession of nuclear weapons and returns to his stated goal of
dominating the Gulf region. “It is often said that war should be employed only in the last resort,” Pollack writes. “I
reluctantly believe that in the case of the threat from Iraq, we have come to the last resort.” Offering a view of the region
that has the authority and force of an intelligence report, Pollack outlines what the leaders of neighboring Arab countries
are thinking, what is necessary to gain their support for an invasion, how a successful U.S. operation would be mounted,
what the likely costs would be, and how Saddam might react. He examines the state of Iraq today—its economy, its armed
forces, its political system, the status of its weapons of mass destruction as best we understand them, and the terrifying
security apparatus that keeps Saddam in power. Pollack also analyzes the last twenty years of relations between the United
States and Iraq to explain how the two countries reached the unhappy standoff that currently prevails. Commanding in its
insights and full of detailed information about how leaders on both sides will make their decisions, The Threatening Storm is
an essential guide to understanding what may be the crucial foreign policy challenge of our time. From the Hardcover
edition.

The English Job
"Iraq is rapidly descending into all-out civil war. Unfortunately, the United States probably will not be able to just walk away
from the chaos. Even setting aside the humanitarian nightmare that will ensue, a full-scale civil war would likely consume
more than Iraq: historically, such massive conflicts have often had highly deleterious effects on neighboring countries and
other outside states. Spillover from an Iraq civil war could be disastrous." Thus begins this sobering analysis of what the
near future of Iraq could look like, and what America can do to reduce the threat of wider conflict. Preventing spillover of
the Iraqi conflict into neighboring states must be a top priority. In explaining how that can be accomplished, Daniel Byman
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and Kenneth Pollack draw on their own considerable expertise as well as relevant precedents. The authors scrutinize
several recent civil wars, including Lebanon, Chechnya, Afghanistan, Kosovo, and Bosnia. After synthesizing those
experiences into lessons on how civil wars affect other nations, Byman and Pollack draw from them to produce
recommendations for U.S. policy. Even while the Bush Administration attempts to prevent further deterioration of the
situation in Iraq, it needs to be planning how to deal with a full-scale civil war if one develops.

Role Theory and Role Conflict in U.S.-Iran Relations
A former CIA analyst, National Security Council official, and author of The Threatening Storm looks back at the turbulent
relationship between Iran and the United States on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Iran hostage crisis, examining the
hostage crisis, the Iran-Contra scandal, the 1996 Khobar Towers terrorist attack, and U.S.-Iran clashes over Afghanistan and
Iraq. Reprint.

The Iran Primer
Petroleum is the most valuable commodity in the world and an enormous source of wealth for those who sell it, transport it
and transform it for its many uses. As the engine of modern economies and industries, governments everywhere want to
assure steady supplies. Without it, their economies would grind to a standstill. Since petroleum is not evenly distributed
around the world, powerful countries want to be sure they have access to supplies and markets, whatever the cost to the
environment or to human life. Coveting the petroleum of another country is against the rules of international law — yet if
accomplished surreptitiously, under the cover of some laudable action, it's a bonanza. This is the basis of "the petroleum
game," where countries jockey for control of the world's oil and natural gas. It's an ongoing game of rivalry among global
and regional countries, each pursuing its own interests and using whatever tools, allies and organizations offer possible
advantage. John Foster has spent his working life as an oil economist. He understands the underlying role played by oil and
gas in international affairs. He identifies the hidden issues behind many of the conflicts in the world today. He explores
military interventions (Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria), tensions around international waterways (Persian Gulf, South China
Sea), and use of sanctions or political interference related to petroleum trade (Iran, Russia, Venezuela). He illuminates the
petroleum-related reasons for government actions usually camouflaged and rarely discussed publicly by Western politicians
or media. Petroleum geopolitics are complex. When clashes and conflicts occur, they are multi-dimensional. This book
ferrets out pieces of the multi-faceted puzzle in the dark world of petroleum and fits them together.

Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies
Page 8/16

Where To Download The Persian Puzzle Conflict Between Iran And America Kenneth M Pollack
A comprehensive but concise overview of Iran's politics, economy, military, foreign policy, and nuclear program. The
volume chronicles U.S.-Iran relations under six American presidents and probes five options for dealing with Iran. Organized
thematically, this book provides top-level briefings by 50 top experts on Iran (both Iranian and Western authors) and is a
practical and accessible "go-to" resource for practitioners, policymakers, academics, and students, as well as a fascinating
wealth of information for anyone interested in understanding Iran's pivotal role in world politics.

Success and Failure in Limited War
Reveals the covert operations that have brought the United States and Iran to the brink of open war, including Iran's
proposal for peace after 9/11, which was rejected by President Bush, and Iran's secret army in post-U.S. invasion Iraq.

Iran and the United States
Kenneth M. Pollack, formerly a Persian Gulf military analyst at the CIA and Director for Persian Gulf Affairs at the National
Security Council, describes and analyzes theømilitary history of the six key Arab states?Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, Saudi
Arabia, and Syria?during the post?World War II era. He shows in detail how each Arab military grew and learned from its
own experiences in response to the specific objectives set for it and within often constrained political, economic, and social
circumstances. This first-ever overview of the modern Arab approach to warfare provides a better understanding of the
capabilities and limitations of the Arab militaries, some of which are the United States? most likely adversaries, and some of
which are our most important allies.

The Persian Puzzle
Common and destructive, limited wars are significant international events that pose a number of challenges to the states
involved beyond simple victory or defeat. Chief among these challenges is the risk of escalation—be it in the scale, scope,
cost, or duration of the conflict. In this book, Spencer D. Bakich investigates a crucial and heretofore ignored factor in
determining the nature and direction of limited war: information institutions. Traditional assessments of wartime strategy
focus on the relationship between the military and civilians, but Bakich argues that we must take into account the
information flow patterns among top policy makers and all national security organizations. By examining the fate of
American military and diplomatic strategy in four limited wars, Bakich demonstrates how not only the availability and
quality of information, but also the ways in which information is gathered, managed, analyzed, and used, shape a state’s
ability to wield power effectively in dynamic and complex international systems. Utilizing a range of primary and secondary
source materials, Success and Failure in Limited War makes a timely case for the power of information in war, with crucial
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implications for international relations theory and statecraft.

Unthinkable
The New York Times expert on Iran explores the beauty and contradiction underlying this enigmatic country.

Prisoner's Dilemma
Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2014 Scores of books have been written by Western experts, mainly American, looking
at the root causes of the conflict between Iran and the US. However, none of them have presented an inside look at this
complex relationship from within the Iranian culture, society, and most importantly, the Iranian policy-making system. This
gap has been the cause of misperceptions, misanalyses, and conflict, followed by the adoption of US policies that have
failed to achieve their objectives. Seyed Hossein Mousavian worked for over 30 years on diplomatic efforts between Iran
and the West, serving in numerous official posts, and as a confidante, colleague, and peer to many former and current high
ranking Iranian officials, including now-President Hassan Rouhani and Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif. Here the former
diplomat gives an insider's history of the troubled relationship between Iran and the US. His unique firsthand perspective
blends memoir, analysis, and never before seen details of the many near misses in the quest for rapprochement. With so
much at stake, the book concludes with a roadmap for peace that both nations so desperately need.

The Twilight War
Should you watch public television without pledging?Exceed the posted speed limit?Hop a subway turnstile without paying?
These questions illustrate the so-called "prisoner's dilemma", a social puzzle that we all face every day. Though the answers
may seem simple, their profound implications make the prisoner's dilemma one of the great unifying concepts of science.
Watching players bluff in a poker game inspired John von Neumann—father of the modern computer and one of the
sharpest minds of the century—to construct game theory, a mathematical study of conflict and deception. Game theory
was readily embraced at the RAND Corporation, the archetypical think tank charged with formulating military strategy for
the atomic age, and in 1950 two RAND scientists made a momentous discovery. Called the "prisoner's dilemma," it is a
disturbing and mind-bending game where two or more people may betray the common good for individual gain. Introduced
shortly after the Soviet Union acquired the atomic bomb, the prisoner's dilemma quickly became a popular allegory of the
nuclear arms race. Intellectuals such as von Neumann and Bertrand Russell joined military and political leaders in rallying to
the "preventive war" movement, which advocated a nuclear first strike against the Soviet Union. Though the Truman
administration rejected preventive war the United States entered into an arms race with the Soviets and game theory
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developed into a controversial tool of public policy—alternately accused of justifying arms races and touted as the only
hope of preventing them. A masterful work of science writing, Prisoner's Dilemma weaves together a biography of the
brilliant and tragic von Neumann, a history of pivotal phases of the cold war, and an investigation of game theory's farreaching influence on public policy today. Most important, Prisoner's Dilemma is the incisive story of a revolutionary idea
that has been hailed as a landmark of twentieth-century thought.

The Threatening Storm
“A persuasive but painful solution for dealing with the mess in the Middle East.” –Kirkus The greatest danger to America’s
peace and prosperity, notes leading Middle East policy analyst Kenneth M. Pollack, lies in the political repression, economic
stagnation, and cultural conflict running rampant in Arab and Muslim nations. By inflaming political unrest and empowering
terrorists, these forces pose a direct threat to America’s economy and national security. The impulse for America might be
to turn its back on the Middle East in frustration over the George W. Bush administration’s mishandling of the Iraq War and
other engagements with Arab and Muslim countries. But such a move, Pollack asserts, will only exacerbate problems. He
counters with the idea that we must continue to make the Middle East a priority in our policy, but in a humbler, more
humane, more realistic, and more cohesive way. Pollack argues that Washington’s greatest sin in its relations with the
Middle East has been its persistent unwillingness to make the sustained and patient effort needed to help the people of the
Middle East overcome the crippling societal problems facing their governments and societies. As a result, the United States
has never had a workable comprehensive policy in the region, just a skein of half-measures intended either to avoid
entanglement or to contain the influence of the Soviet Union. Beyond identifying the stagnation of civic life in Arab and
Muslim states and the cumulative effect of our misguided policies, Pollack offers a long-term strategy to ameliorate the
political, economic, and social problems that underlie the region’s many crises. Through his suggested policies, America can
engage directly with the governments of the Middle East and indirectly with its people by means of cultural exchange,
commerce, and other “soft” approaches. He carefully examines each of the region’s most contested areas, including Iraq,
Iran, Syria, and Lebanon, as well as the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, and explains how the United States can address
each through mutually reinforcing policies. At a time when the nation will be facing critical decisions about our continued
presence in Iraq and Afghanistan, A Path Out of the Desert is guaranteed to stimulate debate about America’s
humanitarian, diplomatic, and military involvement in the Middle East. From the Hardcover edition.

Becoming Enemies
This is the deeply reported, riveting account of a war waged on
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The Peacebuilding Puzzle
In his highly influential book The Threatening Storm, bestselling author Kenneth Pollack both informed and defined the
national debate about Iraq. Now, in The Persian Puzzle, published to coincide with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Iran
hostage crisis, he examines the behind-the-scenes story of the tumultuous relationship between Iran and the United States,
and weighs options for the future. Here Pollack, a former CIA analyst and National Security Council official, brings his keen
analysis and insider perspective to the long and ongoing clash between the United States and Iran, beginning with the fall
of the shah and the seizure of the American embassy in Tehran in 1979. Pollack examines all the major events in U.S.-Iran
relations–including the hostage crisis, the U.S. tilt toward Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war, the Iran-Contra scandal, AmericanIranian military tensions in 1987 and 1988, the covert Iranian war against U.S. interests in the Persian Gulf that culminated
in the 1996 Khobar Towers terrorist attack in Saudi Arabia, and recent U.S.-Iran skirmishes over Afghanistan and Iraq. He
explains the strategies and motives from American and Iranian perspectives and tells how each crisis colored the thinking
of both countries’ leadership as they shaped and reshaped their policies over time. Pollack also describes efforts by
moderates of various stripes to try to find some way past animosities to create a new dynamic in Iranian-American
relations, only to find that when one side was ready for such a step, the other side fell short. With balanced tone and
insight, Pollack explains how the United States and Iran reached this impasse; why this relationship is critical to regional,
global, and U.S. interests; and what basic political choices are available as we deal with this important but deeply troubled
country.

The Iran Wars
This critical review of the history of America's relations with Iran shows how little of the two countries' long and complicated
relationship is reflected in the foundational axioms of the "Great Satan" myth. The author explains why meaningful and
equitable relations can begin only after the two nations have arrived at a common, critical, and accurate reading of the
past.

A Path Out of the Desert
A foremost expert on Middle Eastern relations examines Iran's current nuclear potential while charting America's future
course of action, recounting the prolonged clash between both nations to outline options for American policymakers. By the
author of The Persian Puzzle.

Immortal, Updated Edition
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With lucid analysis and engaging storytelling, USA Today senior diplomatic correspondent Barbara Slavin portrays the
complex love-hate relationship between Iran and the United States. She takes into account deeply imbedded cultural habits
and political goals to illuminate a struggle that promises to remain a headline story over the next decade. In this fascinating
look, Slavin provides details of thwarted efforts at reconciliation under both the Clinton and Bush presidencies and
opportunities rebuffed by the Bush administration in its belief that invading Iraq would somehow weaken Iran's Islamic
government. Yet despite the dire situation in Iraq, the Bush administration appears to be building a case for confrontation
with Iran based on the same three issues it used against Saddam Hussein's regime: weapons of mass destruction, support
for terrorism, and repression of human rights. The U.S. charges Iran is supporting terrorists inside and outside Iraq and is
repressing its own people who, in the words of U.S. officials, "deserve better." Slavin believes the U.S. government may be
suffering from the same lack of understanding and foresight that led it into prolonged warfare in Iraq. One of the few
reporters to interview Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, as well as his two predecessors and scores of ordinary
Iranians, Slavin gives insight into what the U.S. government may not be taking into account. She portrays Iran as a country
that both adores and fears America and has a deeply rooted sense of its own historical and regional importance. Despite
government propaganda that portrays the U.S. as the "Great Satan," many Iranians have come to idolize staples of
American pop culture while clinging to their own traditions. This is clearly not a relationship to be taken a face value. The
interplay between the U.S. and Iran will only grow more complex as Iran moves toward becoming a nuclear power.
Distrustful of each other's intentions yet longing at some level to reconcile, neither Tehran nor Washington know how this
story will end.

Armies of Sand
Naval power played a vital role in the Peloponnesian War. The conflict pitted Athens against a powerful coalition including
the preeminent land power of the day, Sparta. Only Athens superior fleet, her wooden walls, by protecting her vital supply
routes allowed her to survive. It also allowed the strategic freedom of movement to strike back where she chose, most
famously at Sphacteria, where a Spartan force was cut off and forced to surrender.Athens initial tactical superiority was
demonstrated at the Battle of Chalcis, where her ships literally ran rings round the opposition but this gap closed as her
enemies adapted. The great amphibious expedition to Sicily was a watershed, a strategic blunder compounded by tactical
errors which brought defeat and irreplaceable losses. Although Athens continued to win victories at sea, at Arginusae for
example, her naval strength had been severely weakened while the Spartans built up their fleets with Persian subsidies. It
was another naval defeat, at Aegispotomi (405 BC) that finally sealed Athens fate. Marc De Santis narrates these stirring
events while analyzing the technical, tactical and strategic aspects of the war at sea.

Persian Mirrors
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Crafting a new policy toward Iran is a complicated, uncertain, and perilous challenge. Since it is an extremely complex
society, with an opaque political system, it is no wonder that the United States has not yet figured out the puzzle that is
Iran. With the clock ticking on Iran's pursuit of nuclear capabilities, solving this puzzle is more urgent than ever. In Which
Path to Persia? a group of experts with the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings lays out the courses of action
available to the United States. What are the benefits and drawbacks of airstrikes? Can engagement be successful? Is regime
change possible? In answering such questions, the authors do not argue for one approach over another. Instead, they
present the details of the policies so that readers can understand the complexity of the challenge and decide for
themselves which course the United States should take.

Never at War
Have the diplomatic efforts of the Obama administration toward Iran failed? Was the Bush administration's emphasis on
military intervention, refusal to negotiate, and pursuit of regime change a better approach? How can the United States best
address the ongoing turmoil in Tehran? This book provides a definitive and comprehensive analysis of the Obama
administration's early diplomatic outreach to Iran and discusses the best way to move toward more positive relations
between the two discordant states. Trita Parsi, a Middle East foreign policy expert with extensive Capitol Hill and United
Nations experience, interviewed 70 high-ranking officials from the U.S., Iran, Europe, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Brazil—including the top American and Iranian negotiators—for this book. Parsi uncovers the previously unknown story of
American and Iranian negotiations during Obama's early years as president, the calculations behind the two nations'
dealings, and the real reasons for their current stalemate. Contrary to prevailing opinion, Parsi contends that diplomacy has
not been fully tried. For various reasons, Obama's diplomacy ended up being a single roll of the dice. It had to work either
immediately—or not at all. Persistence and perseverance are keys to any negotiation. Neither Iran nor the U.S. had them in
2009.

The Art of Game Design
This is the first full-length account of the CIA's coup d'etat in Iran in 1953—a covert operation whose consequences are still
with us today. Written by a noted New York Times journalist, this book is based on documents about the coup (including
some lengthy internal CIA reports) that have now been declassified. Stephen Kinzer's compelling narrative is at once a vital
piece of history, a cautionary tale, and a real-life espionage thriller.

Confessions of an Economic Hit Man
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For fifty-five years, the United States and Saudi Arabia were solid partners. Then came the 9/11 attacks, which sorely tested
that relationship. In Thicker than Oil, Rachel Bronson reveals why the partnership became so intimate and how the
countries' shared interests sowed the seeds of today's most pressing problem--Islamic radicalism. Drawing on a wide range
of archival material, declassified documents, and interviews with leading Saudi and American officials, and including many
colorful stories of diplomatic adventures and misadventures, Bronson chronicles a history of close, and always
controversial, contacts. She argues that contrary to popular belief the relationship was never simply about "oil for security."
Saudi Arabia's geographic location and religiously motivated foreign policy figured prominently in American efforts to defeat
"godless communism." From Africa to Afghanistan, Egypt to Nicaragua, the two worked to beat back Soviet expansion. But
decisions made for hardheaded Cold War purposes left behind a legacy that today enflames the Middle East. Looking
forward, Bronson outlines the challenges confronting the relationship. The Saudi government faces a zealous internal
opposition bent on America's and Saudi Arabia's destruction. Yet from the perspective of both countries, the status quo is
clearly unsustainable.

The Clash of Ideologies
An Arab-American journalist looks at the Iraq War from the perspective of ordinary Iraqi citizens confronted by the
dislocations, hardships, tragedies, and harsh realities of the conflict.

Cold War Endgame
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