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Doctor Copernicus
A recently bereaved woman takes walks in an Italian
village, reflecting on loss and the Italy of her youth.

Ghosts
John Banville, the Man Booker Prize–winning author of
The Sea and Ancient Light, now gives us a new
novel—at once trenchant, witty, and
shattering—about the intricacies of artistic creation,
about theft, and about the ways in which we learn to
possess one another, and to hold on to ourselves.
Equally self-aggrandizing and self-deprecating, our
narrator, Oliver Otway Orme (“O O O. An absurdity.
You could hang me over the door of a pawnshop”), is
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a painter of some renown and a petty thief who has
never before been caught and steals only for
pleasure. Both art and the art of thievery have been
part of his “endless effort at possession,” but now
he’s pushing fifty, feels like a hundred, and things
have not been going so well. Having recognized the
“man-killing crevasse” that exists between what he
sees and any representation he might make of it, he
has stopped painting. And his last act of thievery—the
last time he felt its “secret shiver of bliss”—has been
discovered. The fact that the purloined possession
was the wife of the man who was, perhaps, his best
friend has compelled him to run away—from his
mistress, his home, his wife; from whatever remains
of his impulse to paint; and from a tragedy that has
long haunted him—and to sequester himself in the
house where he was born. Trying to uncover in
himself the answer to how and why things have
turned out as they have, excavating memories of
family, of places he has called home, and of the way
he has apprehended the world around him (“one of
my eyes is forever turning towards the world
beyond”), Olly reveals the very essence of a man
who, in some way, has always been waiting to be
rescued from himself. From the Hardcover edition.

The Book of Evidence
One part Nietzsche, one part Humbert Humbert, and a
soupcon of Milton’s Lucifer, Axel Vander, the
dizzyingly unreliable narrator of John Banville’s
masterful new novel, is very old, recently widowed,
and the bearer of a fearsome reputation as a literary
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dandy and bully. A product of the Old World, he is also
an escapee from its conflagrations, with the wounds
to prove it. And everything about him is a lie. Now
those lies have been unraveled by a mysterious
young woman whom Vander calls “Miss Nemesis.”
They are to meet in Turin, a city best known for its
enigmatic shroud. Is her purpose to destroy Vander or
to save him—or simply to show him what lies beneath
the shroud in which he has wrapped his life? A
splendidly moving exploration of identity, duplicity,
and desire, Shroud is Banville’s most rapturous
performance to date. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

American Short Story Masterpieces
Alfred Busi lives alone in his villa overlooking the
waves. Famed in his tiny Mediterranean town for his
music, he is mourning the recent death of his wife
and quietly living out his days. Then one night, Busi is
viciously attacked by an intruder in his own
courtyard—bitten and scratched. He insists his
assailant was neither man nor animal. Soon, Busi’s
account of what happened is being embellished to fan
the flames of old rumor—of an ancient race of people
living in the surrounding forest. It is also used to spark
new controversy, inspiring claims that something
must finally be done about the town’s poor, whose
numbers have been growing. In trademark crystalline
prose, Jim Crace portrays a man taking stock of his
life and looking into an uncertain future, while bearing
witness to a community in the throes of great change.
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The Sea, The Sea
An early classic from the Man Booker-prize winning
author of The Sea. I am therefore I think. So starts
John Banville’s 1973 novel Birchwood, a novel that
centers around Gabriel Godkin and his return to his
dilapidated family estate. After years away, Gabriel
returns to a house filled with memories and despair.
Delving deep into family secrets—a cold father, a
tortured mother, an insane grandmother—Gabriel also
recalls his first encounters with love and loss. At once
a novel of a family, of isolation, and of a blighted
Ireland, Birchwood is a remarkable and complex story
about the end of innocence for one boy and his
country, told in the brilliantly styled prose of one of
our most essential writers.

Ancient Light
The inimitable Quirke returns in another spellbinding
crime novel, in which a young woman's dubious
suicide sets off a new string of hazards and
deceptions Two years have passed since the events of
the bestselling Christine Falls, and much has changed
for Quirke, the irascible, formerly hard-drinking Dublin
pathologist. His beloved Sarah is dead, his surrogate
father lies in a convent hospital paralyzed by a
devastating stroke, and Phoebe, Quirke's long-denied
daughter, has grown increasingly withdrawn and
isolated. With much to regret from his last inquisitive
foray, Quirke ought to know better than to let his
curiosity get the best of him. Yet when an almost
forgotten acquaintance comes to him about his
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beautiful young wife's apparent suicide, Quirke's "old
itch to cut into the quick of things, to delve into the
dark of what was hidden" is roused again. As he
begins to probe further into the shadowy
circumstances of Deirdre Hunt's death, he discovers
many things that might better have remained hidden,
as well as grave danger to those he loves. Haunting,
masterfully written, and utterly mesmerizing in its
nuance, The Silver Swan fully lives up to the promise
of Christine Falls and firmly establishes Benjamin
Black (a.k.a. John Banville) among the greatest of
crime writers.

Birchwood
Prague is the magic capital of Europe. Since the days
of Emperor Rudolf II, 'devotee of the stars and
cultivator of the spagyric art', who in the late 1500s
summoned alchemists and magicians from all over
the world to his castle on Hradcany hill, it has been a
place of mystery and intrigue. Wars, revolutions,
floods, the imposition of Soviet communism, or even
the depredations of the tourist boom after the 'Velvet
Revolution' of 1989, could not destroy the unique
atmosphere of this beautiful, proud and melancholy
city on the Vltava. John Banville traces Prague's often
tragic history and portrays the people who made it,
the emperors and princes, geniuses and charlatans,
heroes and scoundrels, and paints a portrait of the
Prague of today, revelling in its newfound freedoms,
eager to join the European Community and at the
same time suspicious of what many Praguers see as
yet another totalitarian takeover. He writes of his first
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visit to the city, in the depths of the Cold War, when
he engaged in a spot of art smuggling, and of
subsequent trips there, of the people he met, the
friends he made, the places he came to know.

The Jugger
The international bestseller and winner of the 2001
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book. Out of
19th century Australia rides a hero of his people and a
man for all nations: Ned Kelly, the son of poor Irish
immigrants, viewed by the authorities as a thief
(especially of horses) and, as a cold-blooded killer. To
the people, though, he was a patriot hounded unfairly
by rich English landlords and their stooges. In the end,
Kelly and his so-called gang (his younger brother and
two friends) led a massive police manhunt on a wild
goose chase that lasted twenty months, in which
Ned’s talents as a bushman were augmented by bank
robberies and the support of nearly everyone not in a
uniform. His one demand – for which he would have
surrendered himself was his jailed mother’s freedom.
Executed by hanging more than a century ago,
speaking as if from the grave, Kelly still resonates as
the most potent legend in the land down under. From
the Trade Paperback edition.

The Blue Guitar
From the internationally acclaimed and Man Booker
Prize-winning author of The Sea and the Benjamin
Black mysteries--a vividly evocative memoir that
unfolds around the author's recollections, experience,
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and imaginings of Dublin. As much about the life of
the city as it is about a life lived, sometimes, in the
city, John Banville's "quasi-memoir" is as layered,
emotionally rich, witty, and unexpected as any of his
novels. Born and bred in a small town a train ride
away from Dublin, Banville saw the city as a place of
enchantment when he was a child, a birthday treat,
the place where his beloved, eccentric aunt lived. And
though, when he came of age and took up residence
there, and the city became a frequent backdrop for
his dissatisfactions (not playing an identifiable role in
his work until the Quirke mystery series, penned as
Benjamin Black), it remained in some part of his
memory as fascinating as it had been to his sevenyear-old self. And as he guides us around the city,
delighting in its cultural, architectural, political, and
social history, he interweaves the memories that are
attached to particular places and moments. The result
is both a wonderfully idiosyncratic tour of Dublin, and
a tender yet powerful ode to a formative time and
place for the artist as a young man.

The Dead Republic
In 1974 Manhattan, a radical young Irish monk
struggles with personal demons while making his
home among Bronx prostitutes, a group of mothers
shares grief over their lost Vietnam soldier sons, and
a young grandmother attempts to prove her worth.

Eclipse
Mefisto focuses on the mathematically gifted Gabriel
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Swan, who seeks a numerical solution to his quest for
order and meaning in life.

The Sea
In the debut crime novel from the Booker-winning
author, a Dublin pathologist follows the corpse of a
mysterious woman into the heart of a conspiracy
among the city's high Catholic society It's not the
dead that seem strange to Quirke. It's the living. One
night, after a few drinks at an office party, Quirke
shuffles down into the morgue where he works and
finds his brother-in-law, Malachy, altering a file he has
no business even reading. Odd enough in itself to find
Malachy there, but the next morning, when the haze
has lifted, it looks an awful lot like his brother-in-law,
the esteemed doctor, was in fact tampering with a
corpse—and concealing the cause of death. It turns
out the body belonged to a young woman named
Christine Falls. And as Quirke reluctantly presses on
toward the true facts behind her death, he comes up
against some insidious—and very wellguarded—secrets of Dublin's high Catholic society,
among them members of his own family. Set in Dublin
and Boston in the 1950s, the first novel in the Quirke
series brings all the vividness and psychological
insight of Booker Prize winner John Banville's fiction to
a thrilling, atmospheric crime story. Quirke is a
fascinating and subtly drawn hero, Christine Falls is a
classic tale of suspense, and Benjamin Black's debut
marks him as a true master of the form.

Mefisto
Page 8/27

Online Library The Sea John Banville
You probably haven’t ever noticed them. But they’ve
noticed you. They notice everything. That’s their job.
Sitting quietly in a nondescript car outside a bank
making note of the tellers’ work habits, the positions
of the security guards. Lagging a few car lengths
behind the Brinks truck on its daily rounds.
Surreptitiously jiggling the handle of an unmarked
service door at the racetrack. They’re thieves.
Heisters, to be precise. They’re pros, and Parker is far
and away the best of them. If you’re planning a job,
you want him in. Tough, smart, hardworking, and
relentlessly focused on his trade, he is the heister’s
heister, the robber’s robber, the heavy’s heavy. You
don’t want to cross him, and you don’t want to get in
his way, because he’ll stop at nothing to get what
he’s after. Parker, the ruthless antihero of Richard
Stark’s eponymous mystery novels, is one of the most
unforgettable characters in hardboiled noir. Lauded
by critics for his taut realism, unapologetic amorality,
and razor-sharp prose-style—and adored by fans who
turn each intoxicating page with increasing
urgency—Stark is a master of crime writing; his books
as influential as any in the genre. The University of
Chicago Press has embarked on a project to return
the early volumes of this series to print for a new
generation of readers to discover—and become
addicted to. In The Jugger, Parker travels to Nebraska
to help out a geriatric safecracker who knows too
many of his criminal secrets. By the time he arrives,
the safecracker is dead and Parker’s skeletons are on
the verge of escaping from their closet—unless Parker
resorts to lethal measures. “Whatever Stark writes, I
read. He’s a stylist, a pro, and I thoroughly enjoy his
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attitude.”—Elmore Leonard “Westlake knows
precisely how to grab a reader, draw him or her into
the story, and then slowly tighten his grip until escape
is impossible.”—Washington Post Book World “Donald
Westlake’s Parker novels are among the small
number of books I read over and over. Forget all that
crap you’ve been telling yourself about War and
Peace and Proust—these are the books you’ll want on
that desert island.”—Lawrence Block

Christine Falls
John Banville (b. 1945) is a distinguished novelist and
winner of several prestigious awards, including the
Man Booker Prize for his novel The Sea. As a teenager
Banville hoped to be a painter, and although he
ultimately decided he lacked the talent for it, his
passion for painting continues to influence and inform
his work. Banville conceives the novel as a work of art
aimed not at the present, but for the ages. He aspires
to create narratives that offer readers a sense of what
it is to be conscious, human, and feeling, and aims to
convey his conviction that “the familiar is always
unfamiliar, the ordinary extraordinary.” Conversations
with John Banville is the first interview collection with
this esteemed writer and includes eighteen interviews
that reflect on nearly five decades of work, from his
first book, Long Lankin, to his novel Mrs. Osmond and
memoir, Time Pieces. The collection also includes
discussions about—and with, in the case of James
Gleick’s 2014 interview—Banville’s alter ego,
Benjamin Black, who writes crime novels. Highly
engaging and insightful, Banville’s interviews offer a
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variety of writerly autobiography regarding what he
has aimed to do in his work and how he continues to
pursue perfection, which he has known from the
beginning must be impossible.

Conversations with John Banville
John Banville's stunning powers of mimicry are
brilliantly on display in this engrossing novel, the
darkly compelling confession of an improbable
murderer. Freddie Montgomery is a highly cultured
man, a husband and father living the life of a
dissolute exile on a Mediterranean island. When a
debt comes due and his wife and child are held as
collateral, he returns to Ireland to secure funds. That
pursuit leads to murder. And here is his attempt to
present evidence, not of his innocence, but of his life,
of the events that lead to the murder he committed
because he could. Like a hero out of Nabokov or
Camus, Montgomery is a chillingly articulate, selfaware, and amoral being, whose humanity is painfully
on display.

The Sea
This collection of thirty-six classic short stories from
the fifties to the eighties features works by authors
such as James Baldwin, Barry Hannah, Bernard
Halamud, Flannery O'Connor, Philip Roth, Anne
Beattie, and Tobias Wolff

The Untouchable
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‘Sleek, beautiful, breathtakingly cunning prose’
Sunday Times Athena is the third in the Frames
Trilogy, a set of loosely connected novels by the
Booker Prize-winning author, John Banville. Morrow – a
clerkish, middle-aged type encumbered with a chainsmoking dying aunt and a considerable talent for
wallowing – is at a loose end when, on two separate
occasions, he is beckoned up the stairs of an empty
Dublin house. The first is an offer of dubious work,
and Morrow soon becomes caught up in a conspiracy
to authenticate a series of fake paintings. The second,
possibly even odder, is an offer of a love – of a sort.
Written in typically luminous prose and featuring a
rich cast of characters, Athena is a paean to art,
painting, and love, in all its mercurial richness.

Time Pieces
John Banville’s stunning powers of mimicry are
brilliantly on display in this engrossing novel, the
darkly compelling confession of an improbable
murderer. Freddie Montgomery is a highly cultured
man, a husband and father living the life of a
dissolute exile on a Mediterranean island. When a
debt comes due and his wife and child are held as
collateral, he returns to Ireland to secure funds. That
pursuit leads to murder. And here is his attempt to
present evidence, not of his innocence, but of his life,
of the events that lead to the murder he committed
because he could. Like a hero out of Nabokov or
Camus, Montgomery is a chillingly articulate, selfaware, and amoral being, whose humanity is painfully
on display.
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Grove
In this deeply moving and original book, John Banville
alloys mystery, fable, and ghost story with poignant
psychological acuity to forge the riveting story of a
man wary of the future, plagued by the past, and so
uncertain in the present that he cannot discern the
spectral from the real. When renowned actor
Alexander Cleave was a boy living in a large house
with his widowed mother and various itinerant
lodgers, he encountered a strikingly vivid ghost of his
father. Now that he’s fifty and has returned to his
boyhood home to recover from a nervous breakdown
on stage, he is not surprised to find the place still
haunted. He is surprised, however, at the presence of
two new lodgers who have covertly settled into his old
roost. And he is soon overwhelmed by how they,
coupled with an onslaught of disturbing memories,
compel him to confront the clutter that has become
his life: ruined career, tenuous marriage, and troubled
relationship with an estranged daughter destined for
doom.

True History of the Kelly Gang
One of the most dazzling and adventurous writers
now working in English takes on the enigma of the
Cambridge spies in a novel of exquisite menace,
biting social comedy, and vertiginous moral
complexity. The narrator is the elderly Victor Maskell,
formerly of British intelligence, for many years art
expert to the Queen. Now he has been unmasked as a
Russian agent and subjected to a disgrace that is
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almost a kind of death. But at whose instigation? As
Maskell retraces his tortuous path from his
recruitment at Cambridge to the airless upper regions
of the establishment, we discover a figure of manifold
doubleness: Irishman and Englishman; husband,
father, and lover of men; betrayer and dupe.
Beautifully written, filled with convincing fictional
portraits of Maskell's co-conspirators, and vibrant with
the mysteries of loyalty and identity, The Untouchable
places John Banville in the select company of both
Conrad and le Carre. Winner of the Lannan Literary
Award for Fiction "Contemporary fiction gets no better
than this Banville's books teem with life and humor." Patrick McGrath, The New York Times Book Review
"Victor Maskell is one of the great characters in recent
fiction The Untouchable is the best work of art in any
medium on [its] subject." -Washington Post Book
World "As remarkable a literary voice as any to come
out of Ireland; Joyce and Beckett notwithstanding."
-San Francisco Chronicle

The Newton Letter
'I saw a monster rising from the waves.' Charles
Arrowby has determined to spend the rest of his days
in hermit-like contemplation. He buys a mysteriously
damp house on the coast, far from the heady world of
the theatre where he made his name, and there he
swims in the sea, eats revolting meals and writes his
memoirs. But then he meets his childhood sweetheart
Hartley, and memories of her lovely, younger self
crowd in - along with more recent lovers and friends to disrupt his self-imposed exile. So instead of
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'learning to be good', Charles proceeds to
demonstrate how very bad he can be. **Winner of the
Man Booker Prize 1978.** WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
DAISY JOHNSON VINTAGE CLASSICS MURDOCH:
Funny, subversive, fearless and fiercely intelligent, Iris
Murdoch was one of the great writers of the twentieth
century. To celebrate her centenary Vintage Classics
presents special editions of her greatest and most
timeless novels.

The Sea by John Banville (Book Analysis)
*LONGLISTED FOR THE 2020 INTERNATIONAL DUBLIN
LITERARY AWARD *FINALIST - THE 2019 BMO
WINTERSET AWARD *WINNER - 2019 IPPY AWARD FOR
FICTION (CANADA EAST) *FINALIST - 2019 NEXT
GENERATION INDIE BOOK AWARDS (BEST COVER
DESIGN) *WINNER - GEORGIAN BAY READS 2019
*FINALIST - NL READS 2019 *LONGLISTED FOR THE
MiRAMICHI READER'S VERY BEST BOOK AWARDS
(BEST FIRST BOOK) A team of researchers from a
nearby university have set up a research station in a
fictional outport in Newfoundland, studying the
strange emergence of phosphorescent tides. And
Vivienne, a young assistant, accidentally captures a
creature unknown to science: a kind of fish, both
sentient and distinctly female. As the project
supervisor and lead researcher attempt to exploit the
discovery, the creature begins to waste away, and
Vivian must endanger herself to save them both.

The Sea
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Winner of the Booker Prize 2005 When Max Morden
returns to the seaside village where he once spent a
childhood holiday, he is both escaping from a recent
loss and confronting a distant trauma. Mr and Mrs
Grace and their twin children Myles and Chloe
appeared that long-ago summer as if from another
world. Max grew to know them intricately, even
intimately, and what ensued would haunt him for the
rest of his years, shaping everything that was to
follow.

Let the Great World Spin
Sixteenth century Europe is teeming with change and
controversy: wars are being waged by princes and
bishops and the repercussions of Luther are being felt
through a convulsing Germany. In a remote corner of
Poland a modest canon is practicing medicine and
studying the heavens, preparing a theory that will
shatter the medieval view of the universe. In this
astonishing work of historical imagination, John
Banville offers a vivid portrait of a man of painful
reticence, haunted by a malevolent brother and
baffled by the conspiracies that rage around him and
his ideas. For in a world that is equal parts splendor
and barbarism, an obscure cleric who seeks "the
secret music of the universe" poses a most
devastating threat.

Kepler
The Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Sea gives
us a brilliant, profoundly moving new novel about an
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actor in the twilight of his life and his career: a
meditation on love and loss, and on the inscrutable
immediacy of the past in our present lives. Is there
any difference between memory and invention? That
is the question that fuels this stunning novel, written
with the depth of character, the clarifying lyricism and
the sly humor that have marked all of John Banville’s
extraordinary works. And it is the question that
haunts Alexander Cleave, an actor in the twilight of
his career and of his life, as he plumbs the memories
of his first—and perhaps only—love (he, fifteen years
old, the woman more than twice his age, the mother
of his best friend; the situation impossible, thrilling,
devouring and finally devastating) . . . and of his
daughter, lost to a kind of madness of mind and heart
that Cleave can only fail to understand. When his
dormant acting career is suddenly, inexplicably
revived with a movie role portraying a man who may
not be who he says he is, his young leading
lady—famous and fragile—unwittingly gives him the
opportunity to see with aching clarity the “chasm that
yawns between the doing of a thing and the
recollection of what was done.” Ancient Light is a
profoundly moving meditation on love and loss, on
the inscrutable immediacy of the past in our present
lives, on how invention shapes memory and memory
shapes the man. It is a book of spellbinding power
and pathos from one of the greatest masters of prose
at work today. This eBook edition includes a Reading
Group Guide.

Long Lankin
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In this brilliantly haunting new novel, John Banville
forges an unforgettable amalgam of enchantment and
menace that suggests both The Tempest and his own
acclaimed The Book of Evidence. "A surreal and
exquisitely lyrical new novel by one of the great
stylists writing in English today."--Boston Globe.

Vernon God Little
At a suburban barbecue, a man slaps a child who is
not his own. It is a single act, but the slap
reverberates through the lives of everyone who
witnesses it. Told through the eyes of eight of those
present at the barbecue, this acclaimed bestseller is
an unflinching interrogation of the life of the modern
family. Poignant and provocative, THE SLAP makes us
question the nature of commitment and happiness,
compromise and truth. Whose side are you on? 'Once
in a while a novel comes along that reminds me why I
love to read: The Slap is such a book . . . Tsiolkas
throws open a window on society, picks apart its
flaws, embraces its contradictions and recognises its
beauty, all the time asking the reader, Who side are
you on? Honestly, one of the three or four truly great
novels of the new millennium.' JOHN BOYNE, author of
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 'The Slap is nothing
short of a tour de force, and it confirms Christos
Tsiolkas's reputation as one of the most significant
contemporary storytellers at work today. . . Here is a
novel of immense power and scope.' COLM TOIBIN,
author of Brooklyn 'Brilliant, beautiful, shockingly
lucid and real, this is a novel as big as life built from
small, secret, closely observed beats of the human
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heart. A cool, calm, irresistible masterpiece.' CHRIS
CLEAVE, author of Little Bee

The Infinities
Unlock the more straightforward side of The Sea with
this concise and insightful summary and analysis!
This engaging summary presents an analysis of The
Sea by John Banville, a contemplative novel which is
narrated by the recently widowed Max Morden. His
overwhelming grief has led him to withdraw from his
everyday life and return to the seaside town where he
used to spend his summers as a child. Max’s thoughts
flit constantly between the past and the present, but
while his recent memories of his late wife’s battle with
cancer bring him only pain, he seeks solace in more
distant memories of the summer romance that once
unfolded in the very house he has returned to. The
Sea is John Banville’s 13th novel, and won the 2005
Man Booker Prize. Banville also wrote the screenplay
for the film adaptation of the novel, which was
released in 2014, and has published a number of
other books both as himself and under the
pseudonym Benjamin Black. Find out everything you
need to know about The Sea in a fraction of the time!
This in-depth and informative reading guide brings
you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies •
Key themes and symbols • Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com?
Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading
journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to
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improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the
very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

The Melody
In this luminous new novel about love, loss, and the
unpredictable power of memory, John Banville
introduces us to Max Morden, a middle-aged Irishman
who has gone back to the seaside town where he
spent his summer holidays as a child to cope with the
recent loss of his wife. It is also a return to the place
where he met the Graces, the well-heeled family with
whom he experienced the strange suddenness of both
love and death for the first time. What Max comes to
understand about the past, and about its indelible
effects on him, is at the center of this elegiac,
gorgeously written novel — among the finest we have
had from this masterful writer.

Athena
Attending the deathbed of a renowned
mathematician, his second wife and adult children
reflect on their personal demons, including the son's
pretty wife, who has caught the attention of the
mischievous god Zeus.

The Silver Swan
An early short story collection by the Man Booker
Prize-winning author of The Sea explores the depths
of family dysfunction, insanity and death and includes
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the stories of a couple being torn apart by wealth and
an elderly man's descent into nature and madness.
Original.

The Book of Evidence
Snow
‘A masterly study of grief, memory and love
recollected’ Professor John Sutherland, Chair of
Judges, Man Booker Prize 2005 The Sea is John
Banville's Man Booker prize-winning exploration of
memory, childhood and loss. When art historian Max
Morden returns to the seaside village where he once
spent a childhood holiday, he is both escaping from a
recent loss and confronting a distant trauma. The
Grace family had appeared that long-ago summer as
if from another world. Mr and Mrs Grace, with their
worldly ease and candour, were unlike any adults he
had met before. But it was his contemporaries, the
Grace twins Myles and Chloe, who most fascinated
Max. He grew to know them intricately, even
intimately, and what ensued would haunt him for the
rest of his years and shape everything that was to
follow.

The Slap
Hailed by the critics and lauded by readers for its
riotously funny and scathing portrayal of America in
an age of trial by media, materialism, and violence,
Vernon God Little was an international sensation
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when it was first published in 2003 and awarded the
prestigious Man Booker Prize. The memorable portrait
of America is seen through the eyes of a wry, young,
protagonist. Fifteen-year-old Vernon narrates the
story with a cynical twang and a four-letter barb for
each of his townsfolk, a medley of characters. With a
plot involving a school shooting and death-row reality
TV shows, Pierre’s effortless prose and dialogue
combine to form a novel of postmodern
gamesmanship.

The Luminous Sea
The incomparable Booker Prize winner’s next great
crime novel—the story of a family whose secrets
resurface when a parish priest is found murdered in
their ancestral home Detective Inspector St. John
Strafford has been summoned to County Wexford to
investigate a murder. A parish priest has been found
dead in Ballyglass House, the family seat of the
aristocratic, secretive Osborne family. The year is
1957 and the Catholic Church rules Ireland with an
iron fist. Strafford—flinty, visibly Protestant and
determined to identify the murderer—faces
obstruction at every turn, from the heavily
accumulating snow to the culture of silence in the
tight-knit community he begins to investigate. As he
delves further, he learns the Osbornes are not at all
what they seem. And when his own deputy goes
missing, Strafford must work to unravel the everexpanding mystery before the community’s secrets,
like the snowfall itself, threaten to obliterate
everything. Beautifully crafted, darkly evocative and
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pulsing with suspense, Snow is “the Irish master”
(New Yorker) John Banville at his page-turning best.

Mrs Osmond
First-time paperback of the first novel by the author of
Ghosts and The Book of Evidence

Nightspawn
‘Superbly illuminates the man, the time, and the
everlasting quest for knowledge’ Observer Johannes
Kepler, born in 1571 in south Germany, was one of
the world’s greatest mathematicians and
astronomers. The novel Kepler, by John Banville,
brilliantly recreates his life and his incredible drive to
chart the orbits of the planets and the geometry of
the universe while being driven from exile to exile by
religious and domestic strife. At the same time it
illuminates the harsh realities of the Renaissance
world; rich in imaginative daring but rooted in
poverty, squalor and the tyrannical power of
emperors.

Shroud
Raymond Chandler's incomparable private eye is
back, pulled by a seductive young heiress into the
most difficult and dangerous case of his career "It was
one of those summer Tuesday afternoons when you
begin to wonder if the earth has stopped revolving.
The telephone on my desk had the look of something
that knows it's being watched. Traffic trickled by in
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the street below, and there were a few pedestrians,
too, men in hats going nowhere." So begins The BlackEyed Blonde, a new novel featuring Philip
Marlowe—yes, that Philip Marlowe. Channeling
Raymond Chandler, Benjamin Black has brought
Marlowe back to life for a new adventure on the mean
streets of Bay City, California. It is the early 1950s,
Marlowe is as restless and lonely as ever, and
business is a little slow. Then a new client is shown in:
young, beautiful, and expensively dressed, she wants
Marlowe to find her former lover, a man named Nico
Peterson. Marlowe sets off on his search, but almost
immediately discovers that Peterson's disappearance
is merely the first in a series of bewildering events.
Soon he is tangling with one of Bay City's richest
families and developing a singular appreciation for
how far they will go to protect their fortune. Only
Benjamin Black, a modern master of the genre, could
write a new Philip Marlowe detective novel that has all
the panache and charm of the originals while
delivering a story that is as sharp and fresh as today's
best crime fiction.

Prague Pictures
A MASTERFUL TALE OF BETRAYAL AND CORRUPTION
BY THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR OF
THE SEA 'Banville is one of the writers I admire the
most' Hanya Yanahigara, author of A Little Life 'A
brilliant feat of literary ventriloquism' The Times
Having fled Rome and a stultifying marriage, Isabel
Osmond is in London, brooding on the recent
disclosure of her husband's shocking, years-long
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betrayal of her. What should she do now, and which
way should she turn, in the emotional labyrinth where
she has been trapped for so long? Reawakened by
grief and the knowledge of having been grievously
wronged, she determines to resume her youthful
quest for freedom and independence. Soon Isabel
must return to Italy and confront her husband, and
seek to break his powerful hold on her. But will she
succeed in outwitting him, and securing her revenge?
Mrs Osmond is a masterly novel of betrayal,
corruption and moral ambiguity, from the Man Booker
Prize-winning author of The Sea. 'A worthy sequel His
book is not only an impressive recreation of James's
atmospheres and pacing, but also full of minor cliffhangers and page-turning suspenses that keep you
guessing' Observer 'John Banville is one of the best
novelists in English, and an expert ventriloquist,
among other things Mrs Osmond is both a remarkable
novel in its own right and a superb pastiche' Guardian
'John Banville is simply the finest writer at work today,
a prolific prose stylist whose work has only deepened
in quality throughout his career' John Boyne

The Black-Eyed Blonde
After spending thirty years in America, Henry Smart
returns to Ireland in this moving finale to his story. At
the end of Oh, Play That Thing, the second volume of
Roddy Doyle's trilogy about Henry Smart, Henry, his
leg severed in an accident with a railway boxcar,
crawls into the Utah desert to die — only to be
discovered by John Ford, who's there shooting his
latest Western. Ford recognizes a fellow Irish rebel
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and determines to turn Henry's story — a boy
volunteer at the GPO in 1916, a hitman for Michael
Collins, a republican legend — into a film. He appoints
him "IRA consultant" on his new film, The Quiet Man.
The Dead Republic opens in 1951 with Henry
returning to Ireland for the first time since his escape
in 1922. With him are the stars of Ford's film, John
Wayne and Maureen O'Hara, and the famous director
himself, "Pappy," who, in a series of intense, highly
charged meetings tries to suck the soul out of Henry
and turn it into Hollywood gold-dust. Ten years later
Henry is in Dublin, working in Ratheen as a school
caretaker, loved by the boys, who call him "Hoppy
Henry" on account of his wooden leg. When Henry is
caught in a bomb blast, that wooden leg gets left
behind. He soon finds himself a hero: the old IRA
veteran who's lost his leg to a UVF bomb. Wheeled
out by the Provos at funerals and rallies, Henry is to
find he will have other uses too, when the peace
process begins in deadly secrecy In three brilliant
novels, A Star Called Henry, Oh, Play That Thing and
The Dead Republic, Roddy Doyle has told the whole
history of Ireland in the twentieth century. And in the
person of his hero, he has created one of the great
characters of modern fiction. From the Hardcover
edition.
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