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Nymphalis Carmen
An off-the-wall love story told in two voices. Straight-laced Sara dreams of two
things: getting into her first-choice university and finding true love. Rock-loving
slacker Tobey also dreams of two things: winning Battle of the Bands - and winning
Sara. He is determined to make her fall in love with him. Tobey's quirky wit and big
blue eyes are hard for Sara to ignore. But can a scruffy rock-star wannabe ever win
the heart of a girl who's both beautiful and brainy? Sara and Tobey's intense
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connection will have you rooting for them from the very minute they meet!

Little Children
A mirthful and merciless skewering of the Trump administration from the senior
statesman of political cartooning, Garry Trudeau. From the Pulitzer Prize-winning
cartoonist whose acclaimed Yuge!: 30 Years of Doonesbury on Trump blew up the
bestseller list, G.B. Trudeau's third (and final?) collection of Doonesbury Trump
cartoons takes readers through the dark heart of Trump's presidency and into
2020 election mania. Including two years' worth of original Doonesbury Sundays,
full-color spreads, and 18 previously unpublished strips, the completion of
Trudeau's Trump trilogy arrives just as the 2020 election is in full swing.

The Leftovers
Laura Loss came of age in the hardcore punk scene of the early 1980s. The jailbait
bass player in her brother Anthony's band, she grew up traveling the country,
playing her heart out in a tight network of show venues to crowds soaked in blood
and sweat. The band became notorious, the stars of a shadow music industry. But
when Laura was 18, it all fell apart. Anthony's own fans destroyed him, something
which Laura never forgot. Ten years later, Laura finds her true fame with the
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formation of The Mistakes, a gifted rock band that bursts out of ‘90s Seattle to godlike celebrity. When she discovered Nathan and Sean, the two flannel-clad misfits
who, along with her, composed the band, she instantly understood that Sean's
synesthesia—a blending of the senses that allows him to "see" the music— infused
his playing with an edge that would take them to the top. And it did. But it, along
with his love for Laura, would also be their downfall. At the moment of their
greatest fame, the volatile bonds between the three explode in a mushroom cloud
of betrayal, deceit, and untimely endings. The world blames Laura for destroying
its rock heroes. Hated by the fans she's spent her life serving, she finally tells her
side of the story, the "true" story, of the rise and fall of The Mistakes.

Nine Inches
From Holden Caulfield to Moses Herzog, our best literature has been narrated by
malcontents. To this lineage add Peter Jernigan, who views the world with ferocious
intelligence, grim rapture, and a chainsaw wit that he turns, with disastrous
consequences, on his wife, his teenaged son, his dangerously vulnerable
mistress—and, not least of all, on himself. This novel is a bravura performance: a
funny, scary, mesmerizing study of a man walking off the edge with his eyes wide
open—wisecracking all the way. From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Life As A Loser
Combining sly humor with an urban edge, Kate Christensen's In the Drink tells the
story of a resolutely clear-eyed young woman who makes a complete mess of her
life, and lives to tell the tale. The novel's heroine is the smart, pretty,
underemployed, and single Claudia Steiner, personal secretary to Genevieve del
Castellano, a terrifying, glamorous semi-lunatic who has it in for her for reasons
she can't even begin to fathom. William, her best friend, considers Claudia his pal,
his confidante, his sidekick in matters amatory, which would be fine if she weren't
desperately in love with him herself. Further complicating matters is Claudia's old
lover John Threadgill, an unpublished epic poet whose marriage to a Romanian
stripper named Rima hasn't kept him from trying to seduce Claudia at every
opportunity. Claudia came to New York City fresh out of college, buoyed along by
her dream of becoming a journalist. But her starry-eyed notion of Claudia Steiner,
Reporter on the Beat, quickly vanished into the ozone when she couldn't muster
the requisite hard-bitten, white-hot urgency, the chain-smoking, the yelling, and
the cutthroat story-mongering. Now, at the age of twenty-nine, she finds herself
adrift in the city, careening dangerously from catastrophe to catastrophe.
Desperately trying to keep her head above water, Claudia has little to rely on but a
wry sense of humor, a keen appreciation of the medicinal properties of whiskey,
and something more subtle--a persistent little flame of belief in herself, which
makes a happy ending seem possible even in this most unforgiving of cities.
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Hilarious, compassionate, and keenly observed, In the Drink is the enormously
entertaining debut of a startlingly talented young writer. BONUS: This edition
includes an excerpt from Kate Christensen's Blue Plate Special.

Bad Haircut
From MARY to LOLITA to THE ORIGINAL OF LAURA and more, this book mines
Nabokov's oeuvre for example of nymphets, nympholepts, and nympholepsy.

The Photograph
For many college students, Spring Break means fun and sun in Florida. For Danny,
a Yale junior, it means two weeks behind the wheel of the Roach Coach, his
father's lunch truck, which plies the parking lots of office parks in central New
Jersey. But Danny can use the time behind the coffee urn to try and make sense of
a love life that's gotten a little complicated. There's loyal and patient hometown
honey Cindy and her recently dropped bombshell to contend with. And there's also
lissome Polly back in New Haven--with her shifting moods, perfect thrift store
dresses and inconvenient liaison with a dashing professor. If girl problems aren't
enough, there's the constant menace of the Lunch Monsters, a group of thugs who
think Danny has planted the Roach Coach in their territory. Joe College is Tom
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Perrotta's warmest and funniest fiction yet, a comic journey into the dark side of
love, higher education and food service.

Wishbones
Microdoses of the straight dope, stories so true they had to be wrapped in fiction
for our own protection, from the best-selling author of But What if We're Wrong? A
man flying first class discovers a puma in the lavatory. A new coach of a smalltown Oklahoma high school football team installs an offense comprised of only
one, very special, play. A man explains to the police why he told the employee of
his local bodega that his colleague looked like the lead singer of Depeche Mode, a
statement that may or may not have led in some way to a violent crime. A college
professor discusses with his friend his difficulties with the new generation of
students. An obscure power pop band wrestles with its new-found fame when its
song "Blizzard of Summer" becomes an anthem for white supremacists. A couple
considers getting a medical procedure that will transfer the pain of childbirth from
the woman to her husband. A woman interviews a hit man about killing her
husband but is shocked by the method he proposes. A man is recruited to join a
secret government research team investigating why coin flips are no longer
exactly 50/50. A man sees a whale struck by lightning, and knows that everything
about his life has to change. A lawyer grapples with the unintended side effects of
a veterinarian's rabies vaccination. Fair warning: Raised in Captivity does not slot
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into a smooth preexisting groove. If Saul Steinberg and Italo Calvino had adopted a
child from a Romanian orphanage and raised him on Gary Larsen and Thomas
Bernhard, he would still be nothing like Chuck Klosterman. They might be good
company, though. Funny, wise and weird in equal measure, Raised in Captivity
bids fair to be one of the most original and exciting story collections in recent
memory, a fever graph of our deepest unvoiced hopes, fears and preoccupations.
Ceaselessly inventive, hostile to corniness in all its forms, and mean only to the
things that really deserve it, it marks a cosmic leap forward for one of our most
consistently interesting writers.

Lives of the Monster Dogs
Mitch Albom creates his most unforgettable fictional character—Frankie Presto, the
greatest guitarist to ever walk the earth—in this magical novel about the bands we
join in life and the power of talent to change our lives. In his most stunning novel
yet, the voice of Music narrates the tale of its most beloved disciple, young Frankie
Presto, a war orphan raised by a blind music teacher in a small Spanish town. At
nine years old, Frankie is sent to America in the bottom of a boat. His only
possession is an old guitar and six precious strings. But Frankie’s talent is touched
by the gods, and his amazing journey weaves him through the musical landscape
of the 20th century, from classical to jazz to rock and roll, with his stunning talent
affecting numerous stars along the way, including Hank Williams, Elvis Presley,
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Carole King, Wynton Marsalis and even KISS. Frankie becomes a pop star himself.
He makes records. He is adored. But his gift is also his burden, as he realizes,
through his music, he can actually affect people’s futures—with one string turning
blue whenever a life is altered. At the height of his popularity, Frankie Presto
vanishes. His legend grows. Only decades later, does he reappear—just before his
spectacular death—to change one last life. With its Forest Gump-like romp through
the music world, The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto is a classic in the making. A
lifelong musician himself, Mitch Albom delivers a remarkable novel, infused with
the message that “everyone joins a band in this life” and those connections
change us all.

A God in Ruins
Everyone admires Talia Blanton's frightening stories, in which her friends play
starring roles, until the stories start coming true

In the Drink
A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.

The Best American Short Stories 2012
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Now an HBO series starring Kathryn Hahn! “Light, zingy, and laugh-out-loud funny”
(People), the New York Times bestselling novel about sex, love, and identity as
seen through the eyes of a middle-aged woman and her college freshman son. A
forty-six-year-old divorcee whose beloved only child has just left for college, Eve
Fletcher is struggling to adjust to her empty nest. One night she receives a text
from an anonymous number that says, “U R my MILF!” Over the months that
follow, that message comes to obsess Eve. While leading her all-too-placid
life—serving as Executive Director of the local senior center and taking a
community college course on Gender and Society—Eve can’t curtail her own
interest in a porn website that features the erotic exploits of ordinary, middle-aged
women like herself. Before long, Eve’s online fixations begin to spill over into real
life, revealing new romantic possibilities that threaten to upend her quiet suburban
existence. Meanwhile, miles away at the state college, Eve’s son Brendan—a jock
and aspiring frat boy—discovers that his new campus isn’t nearly as welcoming to
his hard-partying lifestyle as he had imagined. Only a few weeks into his freshman
year, Brendan is floundering in a college environment that challenges his whitedude privilege and shames him for his outmoded, chauvinistic ideas of sex. As the
New England autumn turns cold, both mother and son find themselves enmeshed
in morally fraught situations that come to a head on one fateful November night.
“The sweetest and most charming novel about pornography addiction and the
harrowing issues of sexual consent that you will probably ever read” (The New York
Times Book Review), Mrs. Fletcher is a timeless examination of sexuality, identity,
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parenthood, and the big clarifying mistakes people can make when they’re no
longer sure of who they are or where they belong. “Tom Perrotta’s latest might just
be his best” (NPR).

How the Mistakes Were Made
A glimpse into parallel lives in a suburban town Tom Perrotta has made
recognizably his in novels like ELECTION, LITTLE CHILDREN and this fall's THE
LEFTOVERS. Clay wouldn't have said his life was defined by his place on the high
school football team's roster, but when he's sidelined by injury, everything,
including his sense of self, seems different. And it's not just that his concussion
was bad enough to cause his parents and doctors to worry, to make him have
trouble concentrating. It's that he's seeing the previously familiar people in his
world—from his girlfriend Megan to his geriatric neighbor Mrs. Scotto—from a new
perspective. Perrotta's warmth and ability to describe the dramatic moments in the
average lives of characters of every age are perfectly presented in "Senior
Season", a story that will add a layer to fans' pleasure in this author's themes and
concerns. This e-book also includes an excerpt of THE LEFTOVERS.

When She Woke
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This trilogy of brilliant novels - The Sportswriter, Independence Day, and The Lay of
the Land - that charts the life and times of one of the most beloved and enduring
characters in modern fiction. When we meet Frank Bascombe in The Sportswriter,
his unguarded voice instantly wins us over and pulls us into a life that has been
irrevocably changed by the loss of a marriage, a career, a child. We then follow
Frank, ever brilliantly and hilariously observant, through Independence Day and
The Lay of the Land, witnessing his fortune's rise and his family's fragmentation
and reintegration. With finely honed prose and an eye that captures the most
subtle nuances of the human condition in all its pathos, humour, beauty and
strangeness, Richard Ford transforms Frank Bascombe's life into a riveting moving
parable of life in America today.

All-Bright Court
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • In the heart of Trenton, N.J., a killer is out to
make sure someone gets his just desserts. Larry Virgil skipped out on his latest
court date after he was arrested for hijacking an eighteen-wheeler full of premium
bourbon. Fortunately for bounty hunter Stephanie Plum, Larry is just stupid enough
to attempt almost the exact same crime again. Only this time he flees the scene,
leaving behind a freezer truck loaded with Bogart ice cream and a dead
body—frozen solid and covered in chocolate and chopped pecans. As fate would
have it, Stephanie’s mentor and occasional employer, Ranger, needs her to go
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undercover at the Bogart factory to find out who’s putting their employees on ice
and sabotaging the business. It’s going to be hard for Stephanie to keep her hands
off all that ice cream, and even harder for her to keep her hands off Ranger. It’s
also going to be hard to explain to Trenton’s hottest cop, Joe Morelli, why she is
spending late nights with Ranger, late nights with Lula and Randy Briggs—who are
naked and afraid—and late nights keeping tabs on Grandma Mazur and her new
fella. Stephanie Plum has a lot on her plate, but for a girl who claims to have
“virtually no marketable skills,” these are the kinds of sweet assignments she does
best.

The Bascombe Novels
"Remarkable.The entire Vietnam experience [in] one epic narrative."--New York
Times Book Review

Grade My Teacher
The year is 1983, and Chuck Klosterman just wants to rock. But he's got problems.
For one, he's in the fifth grade. For another, he lives in rural North Dakota. Worst of
all, his parents aren't exactly down with the long hairstyle which rocking requires.
Luckily, his brother saves the day when he brings home a bit of manna from metal
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heaven, SHOUT AT THE DEVIL, Motley Crue's seminal paean to hair-band excess.
And so Klosterman's twisted odyssey begins, a journey spent worshipping at the
heavy metal altar of Poison, Lita Ford and Guns N' Roses. In the hilarious, youngman-growing-up-with-a-soundtrack-tradition, FARGO ROCK CITY chronicles
Klosterman's formative years through the lens of heavy metal, the irony-deficient
genre that, for better or worse, dominated the pop charts throughout the 1980s.
For readers of Dave Eggers, Lester Bangs, and Nick Hornby, Klosterman delivers all
the goods: from his first dance (with a girl) and his eye-opening trip to Mandan with
the debate team; to his list of 'essential' albums; and his thoughtful analysis of the
similarities between Guns 'n' Roses' 'Lies' and the gospels of the New Testament.

The Abstinence Teacher
A New York Times Notable Book: A novel spanning two decades in the lives of an
African American family as their upstate New York steel town slowly decays. Set
just outside Buffalo, New York, during the 1960s and ’70s, All-Bright Court paints a
portrait of the Taylor family—starting with hopeful dreams as Samuel Taylor and
his wife, Mary Kate, migrate from the South looking for better opportunities and a
place to raise a family, and continuing through the decline of the steel industry as
they, their five children, and their neighbors on All-Bright Court struggle with both
new challenges and old prejudices. “In a clear, quiet but powerful prose
reminiscent of Sherwood Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio, the author draws the
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gaudily painted, rundown bungalows of All-Bright Court and peoples it
convincingly. . . . The working conditions in the steel mills and the politics of the
union hall are well rendered, but it is in the details of family life that the novel
comes alive.” —Kirkus Reviews “Porter has mapped a rich fictional world. . . . This
is a powerful and affecting debut.” —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times “An
honest portrayal of folks who learned that the dream of economic freedom wasn’t
waiting for them ‘up north.’” —Terry McMillan, New York Times–bestselling author
of I Almost Forgot About You

The Russian Debutante's Handbook
Tracy Flick wants to be president of Winwood High. She's one of those ambitious
girls who finds time to do it all: edit the yearbook, star in the school musical, sleep
with her English teacher. Staunch idealist Jim McAllister thinks the students
deserve better. So he persuades Paul Warren - a well-liked jock - to run as well.

Turbo Twenty-Three
Presents twenty of the best works of short fiction of the past year from a variety of
acclaimed sources.
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The Daddy Diaries
The twentieth anniversary of a postmodern classic, blending the gothic novel with
bleeding-edge science fiction After a century of cruel experimentation, a haunted
race of genetically and biomechanically uplifted canines are created by the
followers of a mad nineteenth-century Prussian surgeon. Possessing human
intelligence, speaking human language, fitted with prosthetic hands, and walking
upright on their hind legs, the monster dogs are intended to be super soldiers.
Rebelling against their masters, however, and plundering the isolated village
where they were created, the now wealthy dogs make their way to New York,
where they befriend the young NYU student Cleo Pira and—acting like Victorian
aristocrats—become reluctant celebrities. Unable to reproduce, doomed to watch
their race become extinct, the highly cultured dogs want no more than to live in
peace and be accepted by contemporary society. Little do they suspect, however,
that the real tragedy of their brief existence is only now beginning. Told through a
variety of documents—diaries, newspaper clippings, articles for Vanity Fair, and
even a portion of an opera libretto—Kirsten Bakis’s Lives of the Monster Dogs uses
its science-fictional premise to launch a surprisingly emotional exploration of the
great themes: love, death, and the limits of compassion. A contemporary classic,
this edition features a new introduction by Jeff VanderMeer.
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When It Happens
Tom Perrotta's thirty-ish parents of young children are a varied and surprising
bunch. There's Todd, the handsome stay-at-home dad dubbed "The Prom King" by
the moms of the playground; Sarah, a lapsed feminist with a bisexual past, who
seems to have stumbled into a traditional marriage; Richard, Sarah's husband, who
has found himself more and more involved with a fantasy life on the internet than
with the flesh and blood in his own house; and Mary Ann, who thinks she has it all
figured out, down to scheduling a weekly roll in the hay with her husband, every
Tuesday at 9pm. They all raise their kids in the kind of sleepy American suburb
where nothing ever seems to happen-at least until one eventful summer, when a
convicted child molester moves back to town, and two restless parents begin an
affair that goes further than either of them could have imagined. Unexpectedly
suspenseful, but written with all the fluency and dark humor of Perrotta's previous
novels, Little Children exposes the adult dramas unfolding amidst the swingsets
and slides of an ordinary American playground.

Election
Joshua Braff delivers an authentic, funny and honest tale about modern family life.
Jay and Jackie uproot their family of four from San Francisco after Jackie loses her
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job but finds a lucrative new one in St. Petersburg, Florida. Jay, a one-time
copywriter and aspiring author, now plays househusband, caring for his troubled
thirteen-year-old son and precocious daughter as they adjust to their new life. As
his children begin to assert their independence, Jay realizes that the challenges of
child rearing are only going to grow more difficult in the teen years. Through a
series of misadventures and run-ins with his narcissistic older brother, his lunatic
childhood friend, and his increasingly estranged but beloved son, Jay learns that he
must tap his own vulnerabilities if he is to be the rock of stability his family so
desperately needs. Overflowing with pathos and humor, The Daddy Diaries is a
memorable take on contemporary fatherhood and a clear-sighted look at how the
upending of traditional marital roles can affect the delicate balance of familial love.

The Thrill Club
The single event that we know as 9/11 is over, but the shock waves continue to
radiate outward, generated by orange alerts, terrorism lockdowns, and the
shrinking of personal liberties we once took for granted. The stories in this book, of
real people faced with extraordinary trauma and gradually transcending it, are the
best antidote to our fears. Middletown, America is a book of hope. All Americans
were hit with some degree of trauma on September 11, 2001, but no place was hit
harder than Middletown, New Jersey. Gail Sheehy spent the better part of two
years walking the journey from grief toward renewal with ﬁfty members of the
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community that lost more people in the World Trade Center than any other outside
New York City. Her subjects are the women, men, and children who remained after
the devastation and who are putting their lives back to-gether. Sheehy tells the
story of four widowed moms from New Jersey who started out scarcely knowing the
difference between the House and the Senate, yet turned their sorrow and anger
into action and became formidable witnesses to the failures of the country’s
leadership to connect the dots before September 11. Sheehy follows the four
moms as they ﬁght White House attempts to thwart the independent commission
investigating 9/11 and expose efforts at a cover-up. What would become of the
young wives carrying children their husbands would never see, wives who had
watched their dreams literally go up in smoke in that amphitheater of death across
the river? Amazingly, each ﬁnds her own door to the light. Here, too, is the story of
the widow and widower who met in the waiting room of a mental-health agency
and brought each other back from the brink of despair across a bridge of love.
Sheehy also reveals how bereft mothers who will never have another son or
daughter found reasons to recommit to life. And she follows in the footsteps of the
robbed children, documenting the incredible resilience of four-year-olds, the anger
of teenagers, the courage of sisters and brothers. Sheehy follows survivors who
escaped the burning towers only to ﬁnd themselves trapped inside a tower of inner
torment, from which it took love, family, and faith to free themselves. She is taken
into the conﬁ-dence of the night crew at Ground Zero, police ofﬁcers who worked
in that pit for eight months straight and then faced the “returning home”
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phenomenon. She recounts the confessions of religious leaders who struggled to
explain the inexplicable to their ﬂocks. Mental-health professionals conﬁde in her,
as do corporate chiefs, educators, friends and neigh-bors, town ofﬁcials, and
volunteers who rose to the occasion and committed themselves to healing their
wounded community. As a journalist who conducted more than nine hundred
interviews, Gail Sheehy is an impeccable researcher. As a writer with a novelistic
gift, she weaves the individual stories into a compelling narrative. Middletown,
America illuminates every stage of a tumultuous passage—from shock, passivity,
and panic attacks, to rising anger and deep grieving, and on to the secret
romances and startling relapses, the realignment of faith, the return of a capacity
to love and be loved, and, ﬁnally, the commitment to constructing new lives. From
the Hardcover edition.

Buffalo Afternoon
New York Times bestselling author Tom Perrotta's first book is "more powerful than
any coming-of-age novel" —The Washington Post Bad Haircut explores the themes
that have fascinated Perrotta throughout his career: suburban rituals and mores;
sports and religion; the cheerful cheesiness of American consumer life; public tests
of manliness; and the moral dilemmas faced by ordinary people, parents, and
teenagers alike. Perrotta has continued to explore these subjects in novels from
Election to The Abstinence Teacher. The ten rich stories here are linked by a single
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protagonist: Buddy, an adolescent suburban New Jersey boy who is truly seeing his
world for the first time and already finding it both mysterious and lacking. Whether
he's out on a Boy Scout trip with his mother and discovering that his mother
actually knows—and has a history with—the man inside the battered foam hot dog
costume in "The Weiner Man", feeling the first glimmer that sex might actually be
possible for him in "Thirteen", or finding himself swept along on a prank gone very
wrong in "Snowman," Buddy is both a recognizable American boy and a trademark
Perrotta hero. Bad Haircut is a moving, spare book from a writer who, even this
early in his career, had an assured sense of the complexity of his characters'
emotional landscapes.

LEWSER!
Every company he works for goes bankrupt. His landlord just kicked him out. His
parents think he's a failure. He can barely scrape up enough pennies to take the
subway. And he's still dealing with his fiance leaving him on national TV. Welcome
to the world of Will Leitch. In this hilarious collection, Leitch takes us on journey
from small-town Illinois to the madness of Manhattan and back again.

The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto
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A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Washington Post Notable Fiction Book
for 2011 A USA Today 10 Books We Loved Reading in 2011 Title One of NPR's 10
Best Novels of 2011 What if—whoosh, right now, with no explanation—a number of
us simply vanished? Would some of us collapse? Would others of us go on, one foot
in front of the other, as we did before the world turned upside down? That's what
the bewildered citizens of Mapleton, who lost many of their neighbors, friends and
lovers in the event known as the Sudden Departure, have to figure out. Because
nothing has been the same since it happened—not marriages, not friendships, not
even the relationships between parents and children. Kevin Garvey, Mapleton's
new mayor, wants to speed up the healing process, to bring a sense of renewed
hope and purpose to his traumatized community. Kevin's own family has fallen
apart in the wake of the disaster: his wife, Laurie, has left to join the Guilty
Remnant, a homegrown cult whose members take a vow of silence; his son, Tom,
is gone, too, dropping out of college to follow a sketchy prophet named Holy
Wayne. Only Kevin's teenaged daughter, Jill, remains, and she's definitely not the
sweet "A" student she used to be. Kevin wants to help her, but he's distracted by
his growing relationship with Nora Durst, a woman who lost her entire family on
October 14th and is still reeling from the tragedy, even as she struggles to move
beyond it and make a new start. With heart, intelligence and a rare ability to
illuminate the struggles inherent in ordinary lives, Tom Perrotta's The Leftovers is a
startling, thought-provoking novel about love, connection and loss.
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Lit Riffs
“Some people enjoy it.” That was all Ruth had said. Even now, when she’d had
months to come to terms with the fallout from this remark, she still marveled at
the power of those four words, which she’d uttered without premeditation and
without any sense of treading on forbidden ground. (p. 11) Thanks to an off-hand
remark made during a class discussion of oral sex, sex-ed teacher Ruth Ramsey
finds herself a target of the Christian evangelicals who are increasingly influencing
the schoolboard of suburban Stonewood Heights. Forced to attend remedial
sessions with a smug “Virginity Consultant,” Ruth is isolated and alone, caught in
the polarized red-versus-blue landscape of present-day American suburbia. It’s like
“living in a horror movie,” she thinks, “The Invasion of the Body Snatchers, or
something. You never knew who they were going to get to next.” Divorced and
sharing custody of her daughters with her ex, and sometimes attempting a futile
date, Ruth spends many a lonely weekend wondering how her bleak existence
came to be. Then one morning at her daughter’s soccer game, Ruth meets Tim
Mason, a cute forty-something volunteer coach. Ruth feels an instant attraction to
Tim, but when he draws the girls together for a spontaneous prayer circle after the
game, she angrily yanks her daughter away from the proceedings, placing herself
once again in the sights of the evangelicals. But Ruth has another unexpected
problem: she can’t seem to get a handle on Tim, her supposed adversary, who
keeps appearing at her front door. A recovering addict whose bottoming-out cost
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him his home and his marriage, Tim found his way to the Tabernacle of the Gospel
Truth through the intervention of Pastor Dennis, the charismatic preacher who put
Tim’s shattered life back together in an approximation of happiness. Thanks to
Pastor Dennis, Tim is now married to Carrie, a fellow Tabernacler who is attractive
and attentive, if robotic. He plays guitar at the weekly prayer sessions in a
sanitized reenactment of his days in a Grateful Dead cover band. He holds a
respectable if unfulfilling job as a loan officer, well aware of the irony of the post
for a man with his history. He is grateful for the help he has received from his
church community and Pastor Dennis. But he can’t shake the yearning for
something more, and a nagging attraction to that troublesome sex-ed teacher.
With The Abstinence Teacher, Tom Perrotta wades into the murky waters of
contemporary American suburbia, fully deploying his proven gift for describing the
panic lurking beneath its seemingly placid surface. Already widely known to book
and movie audiences for his scathing satire mixed with remarkable compassion in
works including Election and Little Children (both adapted for film, Little Children
garnering Perrotta an Oscar nomination), this novel once again proves, as declared
by the Los Angeles Times, “Perrotta’s balance of humor and pathos has no equal.”
From the Hardcover edition.

The Wishbones
Following in the footsteps of the late great Lester Bangs -- the most revered and
Page 23/30

Where To Download The Wishbones Tom Perrotta
irreverent of rock 'n' roll critics -- twenty-four celebrated writers have penned
stories inspired by great songs. Just as Bangs cast new light on a Rod Stewart
classic with his story "Maggie May," about a wholly unexpected connection
between an impressionable young man and an aging, alcoholic hooker, the
diverse, electrifying stories here use songs as a springboard for a form dubbed the
lit riff. Alongside Bangs's classic work, you'll find stories by J.T. LeRoy, who puts a
recovering teenage drug abuser in a dentist's chair with nothing but the Foo
Fighters's "Everlong" -- blaring through the P.A. -- to fight the pain; Jonathan
Lethem, whose narrator looks back on his lost innocence just as an extramarital
affair careens to an end -- this to the tune "Speeding Motorcycle" as recorded by
Yo La Tengo; and Jennifer Belle, who envisions a prequel to Paul Simon's
"Graceland" -- one that takes place at a children's birthday party replete with a real
live kangaroo. With original contributions from Tom Perrotta, Nelson George,
Amanda Davis, Lisa Tucker, Aimee Bender, Darin Strauss, and many more -- riffing
on everyone from Tom Waits and Bruce Springsteen to the White Stripes, Cat
Power, and Bob Marley -- this is both an astounding collection of short stories and
an extraordinary experiment in words and music. Soundtrack available from
Saturation Acres Music & Recording Co.

Joe College
This stunning companion to Kate Atkinson's #1 bestseller Life After Life, "one of
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the best novels I've read this century" (Gillian Flynn), follows Ursula's brother
Teddy as he navigates an unknown future after a perilous war. "He had been
reconciled to death during the war and then suddenly the war was over and there
was a next day and a next day. Part of him never adjusted to having a future."
Kate Atkinson's dazzling Life After Life explored the possibility of infinite chances
and the power of choices, following Ursula Todd as she lived through the turbulent
events of the last century over and over again. A God in Ruins tells the dramatic
story of the 20th Century through Ursula's beloved younger brother Teddy -- wouldbe poet, heroic pilot, husband, father, and grandfather -- as he navigates the perils
and progress of a rapidly changing world. After all that Teddy endures in battle, his
greatest challenge is living in a future he never expected to have. An ingenious
and moving exploration of one ordinary man's path through extraordinary times, A
God in Ruins proves once again that Kate Atkinson is one of the finest novelists of
our age.

Fargo Rock City
Endorsed by Cambridge International Examinations, Cambridge O Level Economics
Workbook is designed to help learners develop their understanding of economics,
to build up skills and to enable them to assess their progress. The workbook can be
used in conjunction with the Cambridge O Level Economics textbook (ISBN
9781107612358) by the same author but may also be used independently. It is
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divided into eight sections which correspond to the sections of the syllabus and the
textbook. Each section, in turn, is divided into ten parts.

The Selected Letters of Willa Cather
New York Times bestselling author of The Word Shipmates and contributor to NPR’s
“This American Life” Sarah Vowell embarks on a road trip to sites of political
violence, from Washington DC to Alaska, to better understand our nation’s everevolving political system and history.

Raised in Captivity
In a novel about being an outsider in America and what it means to be an
American, Vladimir, a young Russian-American immigrant, pursues his dreams of
success, wealth, and a girlfriend, as his quest takes him deep into uncharted
territory.

Middletown, America
The public and private self-images of a high school math teacher uncomfortably
collide when she has a coffee date with a student who has posted negative
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comments about her on grademyteacher.com The story, Grade My Teacher, set at
and around small-town Gifford High School, explores favorite themes of Perrotta's,
who Time magazine called the "Steinbeck of surburbia."

Senior Season
From the time Carrie Taylor discovered the magical worlds of romance novels, she
devoured them one right after the other. She not only thrilled to each new hero,
one more dashing than the one before, but Carrie clearly saw herself as each
beautiful heroine waiting to be rescued by each daring hero. And then one day, she
brought home a photograph. A very special photograph and suddenly her
imaginary hero turned into a living and breathing man. Or did he? At one time
Black Eagle scoffed at the girls of his village wishing on a falling star. And yet his
one great wish, that of a woman of his own, was never realized. And then one
night, he wished upon a star. Can the love of a man from the past help a modern
woman with her modern problems in a modern world?

Jernigan
The second novel from Tom Perrotta, author of ‘Little Children’, ‘Election’ and ‘The
Abstinence Teacher’.
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Mrs. Fletcher
A collection of stories focuses on suburban nuclear families, including "Senior
Season," "Nine Inches" and "The Smile on Happy Chang's Face."

Assassination Vacation
A first publication of the acclaimed writer's personal correspondences includes
whimsical teenage reports of her 1880s Red Cloud life, letters written during her
early journalism years and the 1940s exchanges penned in observation of World
War II and her own struggles with aging. 20,000 first printing.

Cambridge O Level Economics Workbook
Wishbones, magic fishbones that make every dream come true From south of the
clouds comes this Asian fable, weaving riches and sorrows into the enchanted tale
of a golden-eyed fish, a lost slipper, and a king's search for his bride.

Kate Vaiden
Bellwether Prize winner Hillary Jordan’s provocative new novel, When She Woke,
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tells the story of a stigmatized woman struggling to navigate an America of a nottoo-distant future, where the line between church and state has been eradicated
and convicted felons are no longer imprisoned and rehabilitated but
chromed—their skin color is genetically altered to match the class of their
crimes—and then released back into the population to survive as best they can.
Hannah is a Red; her crime is murder. In seeking a path to safety in an alien and
hostile world, Hannah unknowingly embarks on a path of self-discovery that forces
her to question the values she once held true and the righteousness of a country
that politicizes faith.
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